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22 June 1988 

REGIONAL 
Head of Palestinian Department Discusses Effects 
of Uprising 


45040121 London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 
25 Apr 88 pp 25-26 


[Interview with Ambassador Taha al-Farnawani, Direc- 
tor of Palestinian Department at the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry, with ‘Abd al-Muhsin Sayf-al-Din, in Cairo; 
date not given] 


[Excerpts] In a wide-ranging interview with AL- 
DUSTUR, Ambassador Taha al-Farnawani, director of 
the Palestinian Department at the Egyptian Foreign 
Ministry, said that the Palestinian uprising is continuing 
despite violent Israeli repression. He said that the upris- 
ing has caused a great change in the balances of power 
and reopened the file of the Palestinian question after it 
had disappeared for some time. Ambassador al-Farna- 
wani stressed that a Palestinian state has in f.ict been in 
existence since the end of the Ottoman rule in 1919, and 
that the Arabs should stop talking about self-determina- 
tion because it has in fact been determined. What is 
needed is liberation, he said. Ambassador al-Farnawani 
said that Shultz’ visit has brought nothing new; it is 
merely an attempt to gain time and contain the uprising. 
He said if the United States is really seeking peace then 
it should directly talk to the PLO, the party concerned in 
the case, and abolish Kissinger’s doctrine of 1975 which 
bans negotations with the PLO. The interview contains 
other interesting issues which Ambassador Taha al- 
Farnawani brings up. 


[Question] The Israeli enemy leaders believed that the 
Palestinian problem was buried after the Palestinians’ 
departure from Lebanon. How far has the uprising in the 
occupied territories contributed to strengthening the 
cause? 


[Answer] There is no doubt that the Palestinian uprising 
was a surprise to all the parties in the area and has led to 
a Change in the balances of power in the region. Prior to 
the uprising the talk was about “autonomous rule for the 
inhabitants” and “limited autonomy.” But after the 
stone revolution was launched in the country all the 
parties, including Israel, «xe United States, and the 
Western countries have been prompted to reach a settle- 
ment for the Palestine problem through a comprehensive 
solution and the establishment of an independent Pales- 
tinian state. I am fully convinced that the establishment 
of an indpendent Palestinian state can be achieved only 
by continuing and developing this revolution. 


[Question] Can we call the present uprising a compre- 
hensive Palestinian revolution, and does it pose a real 
danger to Israel’s security? 


[Answer] There are certain parties, particularly some of 
the Israeli leaders, that are trying to belittle the Palestin- 
ian revolution now raging in the occupied territories so 
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that it will be possible to take measures that would 
suppress the revolution. They are trying to gain time 
withont entering into reai negotations for peace. At the 
same time, the Palestinian revolution is winning the 
support and sympathy cf the world. Despite the attempts 
to belittle the importance of this revolution, everybody 
inside Israel realizes the danger the revolution is posing 
to Israel. This has prompted some of the Israelis to 
consider withdrawing from the West Bank and Gaza and 
to voice this view, something that was formerly unmen- 
tionable. The Israelis used to reject the application of 
Resolution 242 to the West Bank on the grounds that it 
is a liberated Israeli territory and not an occupied 
territory. 


[Question] How possible is it in your opinion to develop 
the Palestinian revolution and enable it to continue in 
the future? 


[Answer] Through our contacts with the Palestinian 
leaders both inside and outside the country, we can 
confirm that the revolution is continuing despite the 
methods of repression and coercion to which the Israeli 
occupation authorities are resorting and which are supe- 
rior to Nazi methods. There is a strong desire on the part 
of all the Palestinian parties to continue and develop the 
revolution so that it will assume greater dimensions and 
comprehensive independence will be achieved. The 
present Palestinian generations accept nothing short of 
armed struggle. These generations will accept negotiating 
with Israel only after the independence of the Palestinian 
state is achieved. They are prepared to sacrifice for this 
cause in the same manner their brothers in Lebanon did 
when they forced the occupation forces to flee and 
withdraw, and when they raised the banner of martyr- 
dom or victory. This is what is happening inside Pales- 
tine now. I believe that the barbaric Israeli repressive 
measures will lead to further escalation of the situation. 


[Question] Certain foreign parties are trying to create the 
impression that certain Arab countries do not accept the 
establishment of a Palestinian state. How true is this? 


[Answer] There are, in fact, parties that claim that 
certain Arab countries do not approve of the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state. This is a gross misrepresen- 
tation which certain people are reiterating with the aim 
of furthering Arab differences. Through my meetings 
with Arab leaders, particularly the Jordanians, I gathered 
that there is support for the Palestinian peopie’s right to 
determine their future. With regard to Egypt, it has at all 
times maintained that Gaza is part of the Palestinian 
state. 


[Question] What about Arab aid for the Palestinian 
uprising? Is there indeed Arab aid for the people of the 
occupied homeland? , 


[Answer] As I said, the Palestinian revolution took the 
parties by surprise, including the Arab parties which 
were also taken by surprise. This has made it necessary 
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for the Arab parties to rearrange their priorities. The 
recent Amman summit was the best evidence of this fact. 
This summit did not give due attention to the Palestin- 
ian problem. The present revolution will force the Arab 
parties to move once again toward finding a solution for 
the Palestinian problem. 


The Palestinian revolution can continue even without 
Arab aid, which is still inadequate. But this aid must be 
increased in the near future in order to confront the 
Israeli siege of the uprising. An Arab plan must be laid 
down to give material and moral aid to the Palestinian 
revoltuion so that the inhabitants of the occupied home- 
land will feel that their Arab brethren are backing them 
and following their struggle step by step. 


[Question] What, in your opinion, is the way to establish 
an independent Palestinian state? 


[Answer] In my opinion, the Palestinian state has actu- 
ally been in existence since the end of the Ottoman rule 
in 1919. A Palestinian government was then established 
on the Palestinian territory and the British Mandate was 
working to prepare the Palestinian people to assume rule 
up to 1947. Therefore, drawing political lines between 
Israel and the Palestinian state and the partitioning 
resolution did not create a Palestinian state, but rather 
cut off a part from it for the Zionists. When [UN envoy] 
Bernadotte tried to alter the borders and enable the 
Palestinian refugees to return to their land, he was 
murdered by the Zionists. The 1949 military truce was a 
temporary truce and not political borders. And in 1982 a 
General Assembly resolution confirmed this Palestinian 
state by a great majority. 


Therefore, the Arabs should not make concessions in 
advance and should stop demanding the Palestinian 
people’s right to self-determination because this right 
actually exists and is confirmed. The Palestinian state 
exists too. The Palestinians and Arabs must liberate it 
from Israeli colonialism. Without liberating the Palestin- 
ian state there will be no solution for the problem. 


[Question] What about Shultz’ tour and his peace pro- 
posals to solve the problem? 


[Answer] I believe that the United States’ peaceful role in 
the area still needs further clarification. There is nothing 
new in the new U.S. initiative that would contribute to 
progress in the peace process. If Shultz really wants peace 
why doesn’t he meet with a PLO delegation, the party 
really concerned with the problem? This move by the 
United States is intended to satisfy the Jewish commu- 
nities which are concerned for the future of the Jewish 
state and to save America’s face in the area. The United 
States makes the Soviet Union’s participation in the 
peace process conditional upon its resumption of rela- 
tions with Israel and allowing unrestricted immigration 
of Soviet Jews to Israel. So how can the United States 
take part in the peace process when its ties with the PLO 
are broken and when it insists on Kissinger’s renowned 
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doctrine of not negotiating with the PLO? Which Arab 
country can speak on behalf of the Palestinians? If the 
United States or others want peace in the area they 
should address themselves to those concerned. 


13305 


Al-Farnawani Interviewed on Uprising, Other 
Matters 

PM1306140988 London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic 
8-14 Jun 88 p 13 


[Interview with Ambassador Taha al-Farnawani, head of 
Palestine Department at the Egyptian Foreign Ministry, 
by Mahmud Husayn in Cairo; date not specified] 


[Text] Husayn: Some Palestinian leaders blame some 
Arab states, among them Egypt, for their failure to 
provide sufficient support for the uprising, indicating 
that all that Egypt is doing is issuing statements of 
support and condemnation. Do you agree with such a 
claim? 


Al-Farnawani: The Palestinians commanding the upris- 
ing long for Arab support and backing, and I believe that 
the aid and support provided so far by some Arab 
governments and peoples have not matched up to the 
sacrifices made by the Palestinian youths inside the 
occupied territories. As for blame and censure, they are 
between brothers. 


Husayn: What about Egyptian support for the uprising 
so far? 


Al-Farnawani: Apart from political support, immedi- 
ately after the eruption of the uprising we contacted the 
Israeli authorities and requested permission to send 
Egyptian aid in accordance with the 1979 treaty, but they 
refused on the pretext that there were sufficient quanti- 
ties of food and medicine. We resubmitted the applica- 
tion and insisted that it be accepted and that Israel honor 
its commitments under the 1979 treaty. This 1s because 
Egypt has the right to send aid direct to the Arab 
territories. The first consignment, 159 tonnes of food 
and medicine, was delivered. We are now considering 
sending a medical mission to treat the victims at hospi- 
tals. 


Husayn: And why de you refuse to coordinate govern- 
ment support and popular support supervised by the 
Egyptian national committee for supporting the upris- 
ing, and why does the government oppose and voice 
reservations about the committee’s proposals? 


Al-Farnawani: I met with the committee’s secretary 
general, journalist Lutfi al-Khuli, and some committee 
members. We agreed over government and popular 
cohesion in providing aid. We also agreed not to exploit 
the uprising for the purpose of settling internal disputes 
among Egyptian political parties. We informed the com- 
mittees of the quarters that receive aid in the occupied 
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Arab territories, especially UNWRA. As for the reserva- 
tions voiced over some of the committee’s proposals, 
they concern the political leadership. 


Husayn: More than 7 months have elapsed since the 
reopening of the PLO office in Cairo, but its representa- 
tive has still not been appointed. Is Egypt imposing a 
““veto” on the PLO’S choice, or are outstanding prob- 
lems delaying such a decision? 


Al-Farnawani: Egypt does not interfere in the PLO’S 
internal affairs. The PLO must define its position and 
appoint whoever it wants; and the Egyptian leadership 
must welcome the appointee. It will respect and deal 
with him. Husayn: Why did the Egyptian Government 
refuse to exempt Palestinian students from paying this 
year’s fees, despite the situation in the occupied territo- 
ries? 


Al-Farnawani: We asked the government to allow the 
students to enter the examinations without paying the 
fees on conditicn that their results not be announced 
until the problem is settled, especially with regard to the 
students whose source of income has ceased. The cause 
of the problem was that last year the PLO paid the 
education fees for nearly 200 Palestinian students study- 
ing under scholarships granted by the Egyptian Govern- 
ment, most of them from the Gaza Strip. On this basis 
those in charge of the Egyptian budget decided that all 
students should pay the fees. Thus a problem emerged. 
This is in addition to the economic situation facing 
Egypt at present. 


Husayn: It is sometimes reported that the Palestinian 
presence in Egypt evokes Israeli opposition and protests. 
To what extent can such opposition and protests be 
accepted? 


Al-Farnawani: They protest when some incidents occur, 
especially infiltration operations across the Egyptian 
borders. But Israel cannot interfere in our internal 
affairs. We reject this completely, even regarding the 
crossing of three Palestinian fedayeen, who Israel 
claimed had crossed the Egyptian borders to carry out 
the Negev desert operation. Egypt is not a policeman 
appointed to defend Israeli territory; there are multina- 
tional forces in Sinai under the 1979 treaty. Israel must 
defend the borders of the land it usurped; Egypt cannot 
secure such protection. Egypt rejects any interference in 
any of the Palestinian people’s activities. And Israel does 
not have the right to submit a single word of protest 
because it knows in advance it would be rejected. 


Husayn: Is there any political pressure on you, in your 
capacity as the head of the Palestine Department at the 
Egyptian Foreign Ministry, to meet with the Israeli 
ambassador? 


Al-Farnawani: I have not so far met the Israel ambassa- 
dor to Egypt. And I am not ready to receive or meet with 
him. This is a principled stand. I also refuse to make any 
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visit to Israel or the occupied territories under the Israeli 
occupation. I met with some Israeli figures in response to 
a request from the political leadership. I am among those 
who believe that what was taken by force can only be 
regained by force. 


Egypt Readmitted to OAPEC Affiliate 
NC1306125088 Cairo MENA in Engtish 
1200 GMT 13 Jun 88 


[Text] The Arab Petroleum Investment Corporation 
(APICORP), an affiliate of the Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC), has invited 
Egypt back to its ranks. 


An APICORP statement, issued today upon a decision 
taken by the corporation’s General Assembly meeting on 
Wednesday at Al-Khubar City in Saudi Arabia, readmit- 
ted Egypt into the fold and asked her to soonest appoint 
its representative on the board. 


Jamal Hasan, head of the corporation’s National Assem- 
bly and Saudi man on the board hailed the decision and 
said that the APICORP will resume financing petroleum 
and petrochemical projects in Egypt in consolidation of 
the joint Arab economic action. 


Meanwhile, the agreement to found APICORP had been 
initialled here on July 1974, and Egypt contributes 
dollars twelve million to its capital. 


EGYPT 


‘All’ Israeli Politicians Reject Peace 
JN1206063788 Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 
10 Jun 88 p 4 


[Editorial: “The Significance of this Event”] 


[Text] The absence of 113 Israeli Knesset members and 
the attendance of only seven members during the vote on 
the U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz’ peace plan, 
has more than one meaning that should always be kept in 
mind, especially at the present time when President 
Reagan’s Administration seems to be making serious 
efforts to bring the viewpoints of the various parties to 
the Middle East conflict closer. This admiuistration is 
now convinced about the idea of an international peace 
conference although it has different views regarding this 
conference. 


Perhaps the most prominent meaning of what happened 
in the Knesset regarding Shultz initiative is that all 
Israel’s parties adopt the same stand toward the U.S. 
plan which raises the land-for-peace slogan. This, once 
again, exposes the falseness of the hawks and doves 
legend among Israel’s politicians, and proves that they 
all do not want any peace if its price is the return of the 
occupied Arab territories. 
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Another meaning is that the tactic used by Tel Aviv is 
mainly aimed at continuing the procrastination and time 
wasting during the half year left of President Reagan’s 
second and last term in office. The next president and 
aministration would need another year before they begin 
dealing with, studying, and adopting stands, vis-a-vis the 
Middle East problems. 


If we add to this the fact that Michael Dukakis, after he 
guaranteed his nomination for the presidential elections 
by the Democratic Party, telephoned the Israeli Prime 
Minister Shamir to tell him that he will support his stand 
should he be elected president in November, we can 
explain the intransigent stands of Shamir and his col- 
leagues regarding efforts to solve the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict, especially since the democrats are known for their 
resolute support for the Jewish state. 


Parliamentarian Gives Views on U.S. Veto, Arab 
Relations 

45040138 Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 

20 May 88 p 14 


[Interview with Muhammad ‘Abdallah, chairman of the 
People’s Assembly Foreign Relations Committee, by 
AL-DUSTUR’s Cairo office; date not given] 


[Excerpts] Actions pursued by Egypt through its own 
political channels, specifically President Mubarak’s vis- 
its to the United States, Europe, and the Arabian Gulf, 
raised more than one question in Arab and international 
communities, specifically because Egypt’s action was 
taken at a sensitive stage in our Arab history. That stage 
is the stage of the brave uprising in Palestine and the 
happenings in the Gulf War. In addition, there is the role 
of Egypt’s parliamentary action with its Arab brothers. 


In Cairo, AL-DUSTUR raised these subjects with Dr 
Muhammad ‘Abdallah, chairman of the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee in Egypt’s People’s Assembly. That is 
how the interview went. 


No Break in Relations 


[Question] Does Egypt have a plan for making a parlia- 
mentary move toward the Arab countries, now that 
diplomatic relations between Egypt and these countries 
have been officially restored? 


[Answer] There was no break in relations; but superficial 
measures were taken. These measures had no effect on 
parliamentarians and on the peopie’s forces in the Arab 
world; they did not feel that there was a break in 
relations. Egypt has bilateral parliamentary relations 
with Arab countries which have parliaments, and repre- 
sentatives of the People’s Assembly in Egypt exchange 
visits with members of those parliaments. An Egyptian 
parliamentary delegation headed by Dr Rifat al- 
Mahjub, speaker of the People’s Assembly, recently 
visited Iraq, and a delegation from Iraq’s National 
Assembly, which was headed by Dr Sa’dun Hamadi, 
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speaker of the assembly, was received here in Egypt 
before diplomatic relations between Egypt and Iraq were 
restored. Last March a delegation from Jordan’s House 
of Representatives headed by Mr ‘Akif al-Fayiz, speaker 
of the House, visited Egypt. There is an arrangenicnt 
with the Palestine National Council whose meetings we 
attend. 


In addition, there are arrangements with fellow Arabs in 
the Federation of African Parliaments and with fellow 
Arabs who are members of the Federation of Arab 
Parliaments. 


Thus, relations and systernatic arrangements with fellow 
Arab parliamentarians continue on all levels. 


The Federation of Arab Parliaments 


[Question] What is the attitude that the People’s Assem- 
bly in Egypt has now toward the Federation of Arab 
Parliaments? 


[Answer] Egypt’s membership in this federation is still 
suspended. The suspension is in accordance with the 
decision which was made by the federation in the wake 
of the Camp David Accords. Egypt, which founded this 
federation, welcomes and supports any joint Arab 
action. At the same time, however, it makes no effort to 
impose anything on those who are in charge in this 
federation. And yet, it is no secret to anyone that the 
federation lost its effectiveness after Egypt’s member- 
ship in it was suspended. 


Mubarak’s Trip to the United States and to Europe 


[Question] President Mubarak traveled to the United 
States and to Europe a short time after his trip to the 
Gulf states. What were the objectives of his trip to the 
United States and to Europe? 


[Answer] The purpose of President Mubarak’s trip to the 
United States and to Europe was to effect some move- 
ment in the political situation in the Middle East. Early 
in 1988, which is an election year in the United States 
and in Israel as well, that was especially important. It was 
feared that the Palestinian question might be put on ice 
in 1988 because of the U.S. presidential election. During 
a presidential election Jewish pressure groups apply 
more pressure on presidential candidates to win their 
support for Israel. That is why action to counter Israel’s 
action was necessary. The effectiveness of Israel’s action 
had to be reduced, and its results had to be checked. 
President Mubarak traveled to the United States and to 
Europe so that movement on the Palestinian question 
can be achieved, and 1988 would not become the year of 
the deadlock on the Palestinian question. 


That is the premise for President Mubarak’s trip to the 
United States and Europe. At the same time the region 
was experiencing significani circumstances and changes. 
The Palestinian uprising on the West Bank and in the 





JPRS-NEA-88-044 
22 June 1988 


Gaza Strip and Israel’s failure to suppress that uprising 
by force were the most important developments in the 
region. Consequently, international public opinion, par- 
ticularly in the United States, felt that what was happen- 
ing in the occupied territory was dangerous. 


New Momentum 


Another one of the trip’s objectives was to provide a new 
momentum to the effort to apply Security Council Res- 
olution 598 regarding putting an end to the war between 
Iraq and Iran. Pressure would be applied to Iran to make 
it accept that resolution and abide by it. The interna- 
tional community could be asked to take measures 
against Iran if it refuses to accept that resolution and 
yield to Security Council resolutions and international 
law. 


An Ongoing Process 


It must be clearly understood that the process of influ- 
encing the United States is an ongoing process. It would 
be inconceivable for people in the United States to 
change their position overnight and make a complete 
about face after listening to certain ideas and opinions or 
to an Egyptian plan or initiative that adopts a practical 
approach to bring the parties closer to an international 
peace conference. It is also inconceivable that public 
opinion, the administration, or the media in the United 
States will change that much. Matters are not seen as 
either black or white, nor can a one-dimensional 
approach be taken. 


Public opinion in the United States and in Europe 
sympathized with the struggle of the Palestinian people, 
which was manifested in the uprising. That is indisput- 
able. We are trying to use this sympathy to gain political 
advantage, and that effort complements the Palestinian 
people’s struggle. But it is wrong to think that the 
superpowers’ interests and directions will change over- 
night. Such thinking is misguided, and it lacks scientific 
accuracy. 


Egypt Condemns the American Veto 


Egypt’s attitude toward the U.S. veto of the Security 
Council Resolution condemning Israel’s repressive pol- 
icy on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip affirmed 
Egypt’s rejection of all U.S. justifications for vetoing the 
UN Security Council resolution. It was Israel’s repres- 
sive policy on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip that led 
to the current uprising of the Palestinian people. As 
Arabs we regret the American position. Arabs must make 
the United States know that they are not pleased with 
that position. However, we must not ignore the role that 
pressure groups played in making that veto. At the same 
time we cannot consider that position to be one that 
nullifies the results of President Mubarak’s visit to the 
United States. 
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There is no doubt that the Arab nation has been employ- 
ing a new approach since the Amman Summit which was 
held last November. That approach involves more coop- 
eration, more coordination, and a minimum of Arab 
consensus. All that gives Arabs and the Arab nation 
added international clout and more tools to work with. 
Enough time has been lost in inter-Arab disputes and 
conflicts. 


The Amman conference produced for the Arab nation an 
Arab approach to peace. Egypt is providing the strongest 
support for that approach to peace in the Gulf, and it is 
supporting the international peace conference as the way 
to achieve peace for the Palestinian cause. 


Egypt’s Parliamentary Action 


[Question] Does Egypt have a plan to use parliamentary 
action to strengthen Egyptian-international relations and 
set the stage for President Mubarak’s initiative? 


[Answer] We started working on this plan a long time 
ago. The People’s Assembly in Egypt is the only non- 
European parliamentary body which managed to set up 
systems and norms for its relationship with Europe’s 
Parliamentary Council. This is the parliamentary body 
in which European countries participate. A discussion of 
the Gulf War and the Middle East was scheduled on the 
council’s agenda during its previous session. 


We took action through the Federation of African Par- 
liaments and through the Parliamentary Federation of 
French-Speaking Countries. 


At the present time we are making preparations for a 
delegation from Egypt’s People’s Assembly to visit the 
United States. This delegation will visit the United 
States to conduct extensive talks with members of the 
U.S. Congress on the question of our Arab nation and 
the U.S. position on that question. In addition to all that, 
Egypt is involved in ongoing exchange programs which 
allow Egyptians to travel to many Arab countries and 
people from those countries to visit Egypt. Egypt’s 
parliamentary action was never halted because popular 
diplomacy complements official diplomacy. We know 
how decisions are made in the United States and in the 
other superpowers, and we are trying to influence that 
decision making process in favor of our nation. 


08592 


Fundamentalists Reportedly Threaten Freedom of 
Expression 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 7 May 88 pp 24, 25 


[Article by Yusuf al-’Aqid: “Egyptian Traditionalists: 
Art is Immoral” 


[Text] Is it reasonable that in the final years of the 
twentieth century, Egypt would have to prove beyond a 
doubt to certain extremist groups that art is not immoral 
but permissible? 
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And is it reasonable that this should go on at a time when 
the Egyptian Government does not see any problem 
other than the economic situation, with all its break- 
downs, and that discussions with the International Mon- 
etary Fund should take priority over other issues, and 
that this government should refuse to believe that there 
are other problems and diverse issues in Egypt that 
threaten the activity of the nation?! 


And is it reasonable that the political opposition in Egypt 
would not see any problem other than the issues of 
democracy and political action, to the extent that the 
primary concern in the opinion of this opposition is the 
existence of the ernergency law? Of course the existence 
of such a law is a problem, but it does not surpass the 
many other problems, especially since the extremist 
groups will not for a single moment differentiate between 
the government and the “pposition. 


Then is it not strange that the government would take a 
stance on this issue that is more progressive than that of 
some factions of the Egyptian opposition, especially that 
represented by the Socialist Labor Party and AL-SHA’B 
newspaper?! 


What is going on in Egypt has not suddenly appeared, 
but it has mushroomed in an attempt to exploit the 
religious atmosphere of the blessed month of Ramadan. 
What is going on began during Sadat’s time, when groups 
proclaiming extremist religious slogans increased in 
strength in Egypt’s universities. 


What happened recently is that the College of Liberal 
Arts at Cairo University put together a performance for 
the graduates, but the extremist groups interfered with 
chains, daggers, and knives in order to prevent the 
performance, because art is immoral. Dr ‘Abd-al-’Aziz 
Hammudah, dean of liberal arts at Cairo, was forced to 
cancel the performance fearing a clash with these groups. 
In fact, it became known afterwards that the dean had 
entered into negotiations with those groups, that reached 
the point that they demanded to see the words of the 
songs that were to be sung during the performance. 


In Upper Egypt, in the village of Kudyat al-Islam to be 
specific, the hall of culture belonging to the Egyptian 
Ministry of Culture was putting on the play “The Alter- 
nate,” which talks about the Egyptian farmer leaving his 
land and emigrating from Egypt. These extremist groups 
attacked the dramatic performance and stopped it by 
force. A young man from the village was killed in the 
melee, and a number of those attending were injured. 
Even though those who attacked the performance had 
refused even to see it, they proclaimed that as long as it 
was a play it had to be about naked women, that it was 
immoral, and that it had to be stopped in any way 


possible. 
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When the National Circus traveiled to Upper Egypt to 
perform in the city of al-Minya, it was forced to put on 
its performances under armed protection, lest it be 
attacked by extremist groups. 


In fact, it has reached the point that some of these groups 
oppose the teaching of the literary works of Tawfiq 
al-Hakim and Tah Husayn in colleges of art, because 
they turned out cramatic and fictional art, which is 
immoral. 


The campaign has gone beyond that, since the extremist 
groups have proclaimed that music is immoral, that 
cinema is straying from the truth, and that art in general 
is a kind of departure from religion. 


And while these groups are saying such things and 
putting them into effect immediately, the government is 
content merely to react. It waits until they start to do 
something, then it reacts to this act or that. 


Even in reacting, the government does not have one 
position for confronting extremist acts, but rather just 
applications here and there. 


The opposition maintains absolute silence in this battle. 
In fact, some of its factions are with these extremist 
groups, and that is what makes the government's posi- 
tion on precisely this issue more advanced and progres- 
sive than that of the oppesition. 


Incidents have escalated: the Muhammad Najm theater 
was burned, and efforts have been made to contact 
artists to get them to get out of art, and some of these 
efforts have been successful. 


The artist Hasan Yusuf, husband of the artist Shams 
al-Badawi who retired from art, turned his film produc- 
tion studio into a bookstore selling books on the religious 
heritage. The artist Hana’ Tharwat and her husband the 
artist Muhammad al-’Arabi turned from art to selling 
jewelry in a shop owned by a company that gets its 
money from depositors saving on a religious basis. 


The great artist Shadiyah retired suddenly from art, and 
she also retired from public life. Indeed, those artists 
who have not gotten out of art have been approached by 
parties linked to those groups about retiring from art. 
The latest of these approaches was made to the artist 
Salah Qabil, who immediately rejected the demand 
made of him. 


AL-SHA’B newspaper, which is published by the Social- 
ist Labor Party, for its part launched a detrimental 
campaign against the novel “Who Killed Moliro” by a 
Latin American novelist named Vargas (Ayosa?), and 
which had been translated by Dr Hamid Abu-Ahmad, a 
professor about Spain in al-Azhar University. The news- 
paper demanded that this novel be banned, and it tried 
to get the illustrious Azhar and the Egyptian Ministry of 
Culture to support banning the novel, because there were 
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some simple romantic scenes in it. Dr Samir Sirhan, 
head of the book agency that published the novel, 
refused to respond to this campaign or to ban the novel. 


Opposing the assault on the novel were Jamal al-Ghay- 
tani in the newspaper AL-AKHBAR, and Dr Fathi 
‘Abd-al-Fattah and Kamal al-Qalash in the newspaper 
AL-JUMHURIYAH. In responding to this attack, the 
newspaper AL-SHA’B took a position which in fact 
involves a certain amount of political opportunism, 
rather than ideology and principle, since the newspaper 
is wooing one of the powers which is wagering on the 
entire future of Egypt. 


The campaign against art has been attacked by a number 
of intellectuals and writers, so much so that Ahmad 
Baha’-al-Din wrote in AL-AHRAM demanding that art 
be produced, even if that had to be done under the armed 
guard of tanks. 


In AL-MUSAWWAR, the literary critic Raja’ al-Naq- 
qash wrote about the position of religion towards art, 
and the music historian Kamal al-Najmi wrote about 
music and song in Arab civilization and the role that art 
had played in this phase. 


Mukarram Muhammad Ahmad, editor in chief of AL- 
MUSAWWAR, wrote a political article on this phenom- 
enon in which he said: “What is happening in the 
university today is but a rehearsal for what could happen 
tomorrow in society. A nation without arts is a nation 
without feelings, and a nation without feelings is half- 
way to becoming a nation without a mind.” Moreover he 
says: “If the elite of the nation do not rise above the futile 
farce of partisan games in Egypt to defend Egypt’s right 
to preserve the treasures of its feelings, then danger is on 
its way, no doubt about it.” 


In a brave move, the artist ‘Adil Imam decided to head 
for the village of Kudyat al-Islam, where extremist 
groups had prevented popular culture from being per- 
formed, in order to give a performance of the play 
“Legacy of the Wind,” and he announced his plan in an 
interview with the magazine AL-MUSAWWAR. 


The issue currently at stake is not whether there will be 
art in Egypt or not. Rather, ithe question is whether Egypt 
will be or not. For this battle over art is just a beginning, 
or a test of strength of a particular kind, from which 
these groups could move on to matters greater than art. 


The artist Ma’ali Zayid believes that there must be 
collective action by artists, and that the matter is 
extremely serious, extending beyond art to have a harm- 
ful effect on the future of life throughout Egypt. 


However, the following can be noted about this battle: 
1. Everyone is debating obvious truths that should not be 


debated in the first place. The first of these obvious 
truths is: is art permitted or forbidden by religion? The 
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mere discussion of this issue gives a certain amount of 
legitimacy to those who bring up the question of issues 
that should not be questioned in the first place. 


What is ludicrous is that those who defend the legitimacy 
of art have begun to look for examples and anecdotes. . 
.but just debating certain issues that are obvious facts 
involves risk. 


2. Those who take the side of art write and speak from a 
position of defending art, as if there were some accusa- 
tion that could be brought against art. Whoever speaks 
from a defensive position must admit that some accusa- 
tion has been made against him. Whoever puts himself 
in a defensive position has surrendered to the accusa- 
tions of others against him. 


3. It must be recognized that a state of indifference exists 
in the ordinary man in the street, who seems to be 
wrapped up in the many assaults of daily living, and has 
not yet realized the danger that could threaten all aspects 
of life in Egypt. 


12547 


Muslim Brotherhood Figure Discusses Group’s 
Role in Society 

45040136 Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA’ in Arabic 

3 May 88 pp 20-21 


[Interview with Mr Mustafa Mashhur, deputy for the 
Muslim Brotherhood’s supreme guide; date and place of 
interview not specified] 


[Text] In his interview with AL-MUJTAMA’ His Emi- 
nence Mr Mustafa Mashhur, deputy for the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s supreme guide, answered a number of 
questions that are of interest to followers of the Islamic 
Movement who are watching the group’s development in 
Egypt. They are also watching its accomplishments, its 
—— and its objectives. The text of the interview 
ollows. 


[Question] Recently the People’s Assembly in Egypt 
enacted a law which extends the state of emergency in 
the country for 3 more years. Is the future of democracy 
in Egypt in jeopardy? 


[Answer] A state of emergency was declared for | year 
after former President Anwar al-Sadat was assassinated. 
Reasons were made up to extend the state of emergency 
again and again. This time the state of emergency was 
extended to a 3-year term. 


You ask if extending the state of emergency has created 
any feelings of apprehension. Actually, feelings of appre- 
hension are generated when people have liberties to 
enjoy and then someone who fears those liberties takes 
them away with such a law. But the liberties which 
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people have are limited, and they are especially mani- 
fested in the press and in what is published in newspa- 
pers. It is hoped that the press will not be subjected to 
new pressures or restrictions. 


I believe there is no justification for the state of emer- 
gency. It offers us neither security nor stability, and its 
negative effects on the country outnumber the positive 
effects. It is only with freedom and security that we can 
develop the country, develop its citizens, put their ener- 
gies to work, unleash their talents, increase production, 
achieve self-sufficiency, and get rid of any subordina- 
tion. 


[Question] We receive many letters inquiring about 
AL-DA’WAH, the Muslim Brotherhood’s magazine. The 
question that comes to mind is this: Will it be published 
in the near future, or will LIWA’ AL-ISLAM Magazine 
continue to be a substitute for AL-DA’WAH Magazine, 
which it is at the present time? 


[Answer] During former President Anwar al-Sadat’s 
administration a law which was especially written for 
AL-DA’WAH and AL-r’TISAM magazines was issued. It 
stipulated that a permit issued to allow publication of a 
magazine which is owned by one or more individuals 
expired with the owners’ death. AL-DA’WAH’s permit 
expired when the late al-Hajj Salih ‘Ashmawi died. 
However, al-Shaykh Ahmad ‘Ashur, who holds the per- 
mit for AL-’'TISAM Magazine is still alive. That law 
stipulated that 100 persons had to form a company to 
publish a magazine, and despite all the obstacles which 
were placed in their way, the Muslim Brotherhood 
established a company. But the Department for Compa- 
nies at the Ministry of the Economy dragged its feet for 
a long time about giving its approval for the establish- 
ment of the company. It filed cases in court against the 
company, and as time went by 3 of the 100 founders died 
and were replaced by 3 others. Necessary measures to 
complete the registration of the company are still incom- 
plete. The company must then apply to the Supreme 
Press Council for a permit to publish the magazine. If the 
council approves the publication of the magazine, it will 
be published, God willing. If it refuses, we will file a suit 
in court against the council, and with God’s heip we will 
try to win it. At the present time LIWA’ AL-ISLAM 
Magazine is being published. It too is being published 
after court disputes, and it is considered a substitute for 
AL-DA’WAH Magazine until God grants us the oppor- 
tunity to resume publication of that magazine. 


[Question] Numerous statements which were made 
recently on the political scene affirmed that the Muslim 
Brotherhood would soon establish a political party. 
Some of these statements were made by leaders of the 
Muslim Brotherhood. What do you ave to say about 
these statements? How much progress nas been achieved 
in the effort to establish this party? 


NEAR EAST 


[Answer] The election law, which was issued so that 
people would vote for a list of candidates, was designed 
to keep the Muslim Brotherhood out of the elections. 
The law restricted the elections to officially recognized 
political parties. This forced the late Mr ‘Umar al- 
Talmasani and his colleagues in the Muslim Brother- 
hood to run in the 1984 elections as members of the 
Wafd Party. Then, Muslim Brothers thought about 
establishing a political party for members of their society 
to give them an opportunity to run in the elections as 
members of that party. Studies were made to write the 
party’s program, and that is almost complete. After- 
wards, the Muslim Brothers wil: take the society’s pro- 
gram to the Committee for Political Parties and request 
its approval. If the committee does not approve, a 
lawsuit will be filed against the Committee for Political 
Parties. 


[Question] You recently attended the Nation’s Unity 
Conference which was held in Pakistan. Many leaders of 
Islamic Movements also attended that conference. Con- 
ference observers affirm that it was biased in Iran’s 
favor. Is that true? If it is true, how can leaders of Islamic 
movements attend such conferences without ascertain- 
ing the identity of the conference hosts? 


[Answer] Europe’s Islamic Council, which is chaired by 
Dr Salim ‘Azzam, held several conferences in the past 
about Islamic issues that were general and useful. The 
late Mr ‘Umar al-Talmasani was invited to attend, and I 
joined him in attending some of these conferences. None 
of these conferences had been biased. Recently Mr 
Muhammad Hamid Abu-al-Nasr, the Muslim Brother- 
hood’s supreme guide, and I received invitations to 
attend a conference on the unity of the Islamic nation. 
Because the Muslim Brotherhood is interested in that 
subject and because there was no reason to keep us from 
accepting that invitation, we attended the conference 
and participated in the discussion. The conference was 
attended by a large number of leaders of Islamic move- 
ments in the world. Some of them were from Iran. Dr 
‘Abdallah al-Turk delivered a message on behalf of King 
Fahd. The supreme guide requested a copy of the con- 
ference resolutions so he could express his opinion on 
them before they were announced. We were then taken 
by surprise when the resolutions were read before we had 
given our approval to them. They were also read in 
English. The supreme guide expressed his opposition to 
the chairman of the session, and he requested tht the 
resolutions be read in Arabic, but they were not. His 
eminence, the supreme guide was furious when the 
meeting was adjourned, and he rebuked the chairman of 
the meeting for his conduct. We expressed our displea- 
sure with such conduct, and some of the conferees joined 
us in expressing their displeasure too. 


A few speakers at the conference condemned Iraq, con- 
sidering it the aggresscr in its war with Iran. Some 
speakers also condemened Iran because of its refusal to 
end the war. His eminence, the supreme guide met with 
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a few of Iran’s representatives, and he asked them to end 
iiuis war and this bloodshed, which are costing Muslims 
their lives. But his request went unanswered. 


[Question] Today, many Islamic groups are active on the 
Egyptian scene. In addition, there is the original Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement. Do you think the Muslim 
Brotherhood is responsible for the growth of these 


Islamic groups? 


[Answer] Egypt has old, traditional, Islamic groups, such 
as the Legal Society, Supporteis of the Prophetic Tradi- 
tion, Young Muslim Men, Muhammad’s Clan, and oth- 
ers. All of them are involved in issues which are partially 
related to religion. The Muslim Brotherhood Society is a 
broad society whose goals are known to all. Young 
people had already adopted some of its principles by the 
time (he Muslim Brotherhood was subjected to hardship 
and clifficulty. Its members were thrown in prison and 
detention camps; the society was subjected to campaigns 
that aroused doubts and suspicions about it; and it was 
restricted during ‘Abd-al-Nasir’s administration. While 
the Muslim Brothers were in prison, young people found 
no one to give them guidance and direction. Thus, some 
groups emerged around certain individuals, ideas, or 
methods of action. Some of these groups grew without 
any control or guidance from experienced people. That is 
how these groups originated. The Muslim Brotherhood 
is not responsible for their growth. Muslim Brothers are 
striving to unify Muslims and to join forces with others 
to serve the cause of Islamic action. 


[Question] Do you believe in the parliamentary method 
as a means of achieving objectives? Do you believe in the 
feasibility of western democracy? 


[Answer] Muslim Brothers do not consider winning seats 
in parliament to be the sanctioned way to achieve goals, 
but they use their presence in parliament as a tool to 
spread Islam and to proclaim it from a platform which 
gives them special immunity. Muslim Brothers view 
parliament in this manner at a time when restrictions 
have been placed on them by that so-called resolution to 
disband their group and to prevent all its activities by 
law. To achieve its object’ ves, the Muslim Brotherhood 
Society follows its own course, which was set by the late 
Imam Hasan al-Banna who derived that course from the 
tradition of the prophet, may God bless him and grant 
him salvation. It is a course that adopts preaching the 
message of Islam and educating and developing Muslim 
individuals, families and societies. A solid Islamic foun- 
dation can thus be formed, and a stable Islamic govern- 
ment can be built on that foundation. It is such a 
government that can preserve a regime’s commitment to 
God’s laws. 


Government interacts with this Islamic foundation dur- 
ing the Islamic process of giving counsel and advice, and 
both parties work together, avoiding negligence or indul- 
gence, to apply God’s laws. In Islam an advisory council 
may issue its opinions on how God’s provisions are to be 
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applied in accordance with society’s circumstances. But 
these opinions must not conflict with the clear letter of 
the law. The advisory council may not enact laws that 
contradict Ciod’s laws. 


Muslim Brothers do not believe in the feasibilit, of 
western democracy which gives parliamentary councils 
the right to make laws. Western democracy considers 
people the source of authority. We saw an aberration of 
that view when British Parliament decriminalized 
homosexuality. Recently, we heard that the Knesset also 
decriminalized homosexuality. 


[Question] The question of putting the canonical laws of 
Islam into practice in Egypt is still being discussed, and 
the discussion is going nowhere because the ruling party 
in Egypt controls a majority of the seats in parliament. 
What is the use then of having the Muslim Brothers’ 
representatives in parliament if any law to be issued has 
to be approved by the majority? 


[Answer] As I mentioned in my answer to the previous 
question, Muslim Brothers did not enter parliament 
thinking that their presence there was the only means by 
which the application of Islamic law can be achieved. To 
the Muslim Brothers being in parliament is a means by 
which people can be educated about Islam, and Islamic 
systems and laws made clear to them. The Muslim 
Brothers want to show Islam as the one and only ideal 
solution to all issues which all branches of society are 
dealing with. Islam lacks nothing because it was created 
by God, the Creator of all people, the Omniscient God 
who understands people and knows what is good and 
useful for them. 


The education which is required includes creating the 
conviction that all man-made systems failed to make 
people happy and to provide them with security and 
assurance. Government must abandon these man-made 
principles, such as socialism or other isms, and it must 
return to Islam, the true religion. 


We do not really expect that the parliamentary majority, 
which is represented by the representatives of the ruling 
party, will approve the application of the canonical laws 
of Islam. But representatives of the Islamic Coalition 
will get public opinion on their side as they set forth the 
Islamic solution to society’s problems, and the public 
will prefer the canonical laws of Islam. The government 
and its party will appear isolated from society and its 
interests, and people will lose confidence in the govern- 
ment unless it changes its ways and accepts the canonical 
laws of Islam as a system of government. 
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Shaykh Jad-al-Haqq Discusses Islam’s Role in 
Government, Justice 

45040131 Cairo AL-MUSAWWAR in Arabic 

6 May 88 pp 56-57 


{Interview with Shaykh Jad-al-Haqq ‘Ali Jad-al-Haqq, 
grand Imam of al-Azhar by Muhammad Bakr: “Freedom 
Has Its Controls, Dialogue Has Its Conditions;” date and 
place of interview not given] 


[Excerpts] 


The Canonical Law of Islam and Disputes 


[Question] Will the application of Islam’s canonical laws 
put an end to conflicts and court disputes? 


[Answer] Such controversies would end if, as I said, the 
responsibility for applying Islam’s canonical laws were 
entrusted to individuals first and then to those who are 
in charge. The canonical laws of Islam are not merely a 
code of laws, nor are they legal decisions made by a 
judicial authority. Every individual is responsible for 
observing these laws in his relationship with God and in 
his relationship with society. These laws are used by the 
courts when they settle a case that was brought to them. 
It would be better for us to try putting an end to such 
court disputes, and the only way we can do that is to 
apply the canonical laws of Islam and assume personal 
responsibility for observing them. 


The canonical laws of Islam govern all these aspects and 
tendencies. The nation must start applying those laws 
which it can apply. If as much compatibility as possible 
cannot be achieved when the canonical laws are appl ed 
in all areas, the favorable outcome of applying Islamic 
law will not appear promptly. In fact, some of the laws 
which had already been applied or the judgments which 
were made in accordance with Islam’s canonical laws 
may be lost amidst those decisions which were made 
without due consideration of Islamic laws. 


{Question} If the canonical laws of Islam are applied in 
Islamic countries, what guarantees can be provided to 
ensure that conditions are being met when legally pre- 
scribed punishments are handed down? 


[Answer] This is part of what we call the penal code, 
which is a tool that is used to reform society and make it 
safe and secure. According tu scholars of jurisprudence, 
it consists of restraints. This means that legally pre- 
scribed punishments in Islam, and even part of the penal 
code, were intended to set up restraints and prevent 
some members of society from lapsing into crime. Con- 
fidence in the judge and in his qualifications io apply 
and observe the conditions of the Islamic penal code 
properly are the guarantees which can be provided to 
ensure that conditions are met when legally prescribed 
punishments are applied. Islam prescribed legal punish- 
ments and other pen-lties, and it prescrived the role that 
judges had to play: they were to settle disputes in 
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accc ‘dance with the general principle of justice. If some- 
one who is rot a judge is entrusted with that task, the 
fault does not lie with the law, any law. It rather lies with 
whomever entrusted a task to someone who was not 
qualified to do it. Our virtuous ancestors were known to 
express their preference for an imam who might err on 
the side of forgiveness than one who might err on the 
side of punishment. This is what judges should bear in 
mind. In a case where a crime was committed, a person 
should be considered innocent until he is proven guilty 
because he is presumed to be innocent. 


[Question] Some people are calling for the immediate 
application of Islamic laws, but some people are calling 
for their gradual application. What do you think, Your 
Eminence? 


[Answer] The two parts of the canonical laws of Islar, 
the doctrine and the code of laws, undoubtedly comple- 
ment each other. These are matters which are evident 
and unequivocal. They are derived primarily from the 
Holy Koran and the prophet’s tradition. With God’s help 
they have been preserved in them. Gradual application 
of the law differs from gradual enactment of the law. The 
law exists. Some people think, however, that Islamic 
laws ought to be applied gradually because Islamic 
society went through long periods of time during which 
these Islamic laws were not applied. This would 
undoubtedly be a good approach, but it must be applied 
in all areas evenly and under all conditions equally. For 
example, we must not limit our use of that approach to 
the application of punishment and refuse to apply it to 
rectify business transactions. We must not focus: exclu- 
sively on conduct and good manners and in doing so not 
abide by rules and regulations. Instead, we must 
approach the application of Islamic law in all areas in an 
even and balanced manner. 


Seeking Counsel in Islam 


[Question] What is the aim of seeking and giving counsel 
in Islam? Can that practice replace political parties? 


[Answer] If we were to examine what is mentioned in the 
Holy Koran about seeking counsel and if we were to 
consider how God’s messenger, may God bless him and 
grant him salvation, counseled his companions on some 
matters, we would see that the aim of seeking counsel is 
to arrive at what the preponderance of opinion deems to 
be correct and proper. If that is the case, then it is 
evident that the course which should be followed is that 
which the preponderance of opinion concluded was 
proper and correct after counsel and advice were given. 


That is why I support the view which says that he who 
seeks the counsel of others should be bound by the 
outcome of the counsel he sought. I do not support the 
other view which states that one may seek counsel for its 
own sake. There is nothing in Islam which bars the 
establishment of parties which counsel and advise, but 
the parties we are talking about here are those whose 
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purpose is to give counsel and advice, not to fulfill 
partisan purposes. After the prophet’s death, may God 
bless him and grant him salvation, selecting the first 
successor, Abu Bakr al-Siddiq, may God be pleased with 
him was the first reason for having a partisan debate. At 
that time, knowledgeable Muslims, who were the proph- 
et’s companions, met in Saqifah Bani Sa’idah, and 
conflicting statements and suggestions were made. After 
everyone had expressed his opinion and matters had 
become clear, ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, may God be 
pleased with him, told Abu Bakr, may God be pleased 
with him, “You have my support in good times and in 
bad times. You were chosen for our religion by God's 
messenger, may God bless him and grant him salvation. 
How can we not choose you our leader in this world?” 
‘Umar thus declared his support for Abu Bakr’s succé.- 
sion, and everyone, those who supported Abu Bakr’s 
succession as well as those who did not, declared his 
support for him too. This means that it is desirable to 
have a dialogue between those who subscribe to different 
opinions so that what is proper and correct can be 
achieved. This is th: essence of giving and seeking 
counsel. If political yarties are established, they should 
actually counsel anu advise so that opinions are given 
and expressed for i:* purpose of achieving what is right. 
Islam most certainly toes not bar the establishment of 
such political parties. 


[Question] What is the difference between giving and 
seeking counsel and de:nocracy? 


[Answer] The term, democracy, was introduced into 
Islamic society and used to refer to certain concepts in 
western societies. The Koran talked about counsel when 
it advised the Islamic nation to seek the counsel of 
others. The Koran tells the messenger, may God bless 
him and grant him salvatiun, “Take counsel with them 
in the conduct of affairs” [al-"Imran: 159], and it prom- 
ises rewards to those who “conduct their affairs by 
mutual consent” [al-Shura: 38]. In my judgment this 
process affords an opportunity for honest and honorable 
dialogue which is more precise and more far-reaching 
than that which democracy provides. It leads to proper 
decisions On issues or matters which are the subject of 
the counsel which is being sought. One must not com- 
pare this Islamic system of counseling and advising with 
any other system wh'ch was prevalent in the past or is 
prevalent now. The origins of this system and the expla- 
nations provided for it by Muslim jurists show that it is 
appropriate for the climate of Muslim countries and the 
people in those countries who are invovled in putting 
Islam into practice. 


Conditions for Freedom of Thought and Speech 


[Question] Some people think that people must have 
complete and total freedom to say what they think. What 
are the conditions for dialogue, and what are the bound- 
aries that must be drawn for the freedom to say what one 
thinks so that dialogue can be conducted in a serious 
vein and something can be gained by the freedom to say 
what one thinks? 
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[Answer] People misconstrue the meaning of freedom of 
thought. If freedom of thought is not placed in its proper 
framework, chaos ensues, and freedom is eventually lost. 
For example, discussions about the doctrine should be 
clear and unequivocal. This means that those who talk 
about the doctrine must be well-informed and knowl- 
edgeable about their subject. A dialogue on any subject 
must be conducted by those who are qualified and 
experienced in the subject they are discussing. People 
who are not qualified to talk about a certain subject 
should not become involved. For example, only physi- 
cians should be involved in issues which deal with 
medicine. If it is an issue in experimental science, only 
those who are involved in that science should be 
involved in that discussion. If the discussion is about 
what we call the law, jurists are the ones who should be 
involved in it. If the discussion has to do with deriving a 
legal judgment from its original source in the canonical 
laws of Islam, those involved in that dialogue ought to be 
well-informed about the rules and origins of Islamic law. 
We have to address society as an Islamic society whose 
course has to be rectified. 


This is what the canonical laws of Islam say. The Holy 
Koran said as much when God Almighty said, “It is not 
right that all the faithful should go to war at once. A band 
from each community should stay behind to instruct 
themselves in religion and admonish their men when 
they return, so that they may take heed” [al-Tawbah: 
122]. The purpose of this principle is to control or 
regulate the rules of specialization whi 4 show us the 
proper way in which an earnest dialogue can be con- 
ducted. 


[Question] How can one prepare a clear, unambiguous 
outline which can be used to talk to people about religion 
in a manner which is more advanced and not at all 
intolerant? 


[Answer] When advocating righteousness and reform 
preachers must be guided by the decorum suggested in 
the Koran. They themselves are to be guided by the 
Koran and its style. They can thus confront the problems 
of the age in a manner which people would find accept- 
able and appealing. They must first declare to people 
what these problems are before overwhelming them with 
accounts of the different kinds of torture God has in 
store for those who disobey Him. After all, that is how 
the Koran described Muhammad’s mission when God 
said, ““We have sent you forth as a blessing to mankind” 
{al-Anbiya’: 107]. The blessing, which is characteristic of 
this mission, must be evident in everything, even when 
one is preaching. Making something attractive and desir- 
able is always preferable to making it terrifying. Reward 
must always be offered before punishment, especially to 
this nation which God did bless by delaying its punish- 
ment and expediting its reward. Preachers must also 
bring good tidings to people, and they must not alienate 
them. They must make religious provisions clear to 
people, and then they must warn violators. This is the 
way of the Koran, and that is what the messenger, may 
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God bless him and grant him salvation, practiced. 
“Bring good tidings to peoplc and do not alienate them. 
Do what is right and proper and bring people closer 


together.” 
08592 


Opposition Leaders Prepare for People’s 
Assembly Elections 

45040143b Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
2 June 88 p 6 


[Text] The five Egyptian opposition parties are continu- 
ing their joint work in preparation for local elections 
under the local administration law in which the govern- 
— adheres to maintaining the system of party abso- 
ute list. 


In one develepment, leaders and leadership of the oppo- 
sition parties in the People’s Assembly participated in 
the first meetings of the Assembly’s local government 
committee which began its debates last Saturday in order 
to discuss the new bill. Some 20 members attended the 
meetings headed by deputies Ibrahim Shukri, al- 
Ma’mun al-Hudaybi, Syaf al-Islam Hasan al-Banna, and 
‘Ali Salamah. The opposition deputies expressed their 
objection tc the absolutc ist system. 


In another development, Liberal Party leader Mustafa 
Kamil Murad said that opposition leaders’ meetings 
during the last 3 weeks have led to all the opposition 
parties agreeing to part‘cipate in the coming elections 
and to prepare for them immediately for fear that the 
government might schedule the elections for July instead 
of holding them as scheduled in September. 


The Liberal Party leader said that the opposition leaders 
have set up two committees in order to follow up the 
preparations that are being made. One is a legal commit- 
tee whose task is to follow up the discussions under way 
regarding the new bill in order to uncover the unconsti- 
tutional aspects in the absolute lists system in the light of 
the report which the commissioners body at the State 
Council prepared and which contested the constitution- 
ality of this system (on the occasion of contesting the 
Consultative Council election law before the Higher 
Constitutional Court). This is also because combining 
the absolute list system with the individual seat system 
represents a serious violation of the principle of equality 
among citizens as provided by the constitution. This 
could lead to contesting the constitutionality of the 
impending local administration law in case the govern- 
ment adheres to its stands on it. 


In addition to the legal committee the opposition leaders 
have also set up a higher political committee under their 
chairmanship which will set up a number of provincial 
political committees in order to select the opposition 
candidates and coordinate between those candidates 
who are now being selected. 
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In addition to what the Liberal Party leader has said, 
there have been reports that the Moslem Brotherhood 
intends to enter the elections on the basis of individual 
seats, leaving the list system to the opposition, according 
to former Wafdist deputy Mustafa Naji who broke away 
from Fu’ad Saraj-al-Din. Naji expressed his belief that 
the genuine Wafdist in the provinces will not agree to 
make publicity for the other opposition parties. 


But official Wafd Party sources said that although coa- 
lition is not one the Wafd’s political programs, yet the 
party at present feels itself compelled to work according 
to this method in view of the government’s insistence on 
maintaining the emergency law and the absolute list 
system. 


These sources believe that only two political tendencies 
now exist among the Egyptian public; one is the orga- 
nized religious tendency and the other is what they call 
the liberal one. As for the rest of the parties, they believe 
that they have no standing or a popular base. This is 
what prompts them to believe that the opposition lists 
will consist of a mixture of these parties while domi- 
nance in these lists will be for the Wafd Party, in view of 
the number of required candidates in the local districts 
which will reach 25,000. They further say that since the 
opposition party leaders agreed that each list should bear 
the name of the party that has the largest representation 
in the constituency, then the majority of the lists will 
bear the Wafd Party’s name while they do not expect the 
rest of the parties to be more than about 20 constituen- 
cies out of approximately 2,500 constituency. 


The majority of sources of the various party do not 
expect any problems to arise over the name of the party 
leading the list or the proportion of candidates in each 
list because of the large number of candidates and 
because the arrangement of the absolute lists will be 
unimportant because either the list will win as a whole or 
all its candidates will ‘ose. 
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Opposition Leaders Discuss Foreign Investment 
Legislation 

45040116 Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
28 Apr 88 p 6 


[Article by Muhammad Yusuf al-Masri} 


[Text] The “emergency law battle” and its ramifications 
have resulted in three important national and legislative 
issues being put on the backburner of partisan concern, 
even though some people believe that these issues should 
have been accorded greater partisan attention. 


In the last few weeks, the People’s Assembly passed a law 
allowing Arab and foreign citizens to own condomini- 
ums and real estate. Two other laws yet to be passed have 
raised great controversy: a bill regulating investment 
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companies and another bill allowing foreign investors, 
both Arab and foreigner, to own Egyptian land they plan 
to reclaim for agricultural production. 


AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI raised these three issues 
with the opposition parties to find out where they stand 
on them. 


Mr Ibrahim Faraj, secretary general of the Wafd Party: 


(1) Based on prevailing conditions, we cannot rule for or 
against investment companies. We do not know how 
these companies came into existence and we are not 
familiar with the nature of their activities. 


However, the indisputable issue in our opinion is the 
need for strict oversight to disclose the nature of these 
companies’ activities, to set limits for them and to 
subject them to statutory provisions that serve the 
country’s overall interest and guarantee their clients’ 
investments. But to allow these companies to be gov- 
erned by advertisements and publicity is something that 
no loyal citizen can accept. 


(2) About Arabs and foreigners owning condominiums 
and real estate, we support and encourage this law 
because there is no harm in these people living in 
apartments they purchase, provided they pay for them in 
foreign currency. 


(3) As for ownership of agricultural, or even desert land, 
we are against this measure because it takes us back to 
the past when foreign individuals and companies owned 
one-third of Egyptian land. Land is a symbol of sover- 
eignty and it must never be allowed to get out of 
Egyptian hands. Nonetheless, there is no objection to 
setting up investment companies, even with foreign 
money, for land reclamation but not for ownership. 


Engineer Ibrahim Shukri, leader of the Labor Party: 


(1) We believe that what needs to be done now is to 
encourage people with savings to channel their money to 
projects that may take the form of public or private 
corporations. 


Accordingly, we must create a climate that enhances 
confidence in the investment field in general. With 
respect to investment companies, they are not all alike, 
and there may be certain deficiencies in certain compa- 
nies whose activities may be regulated. However, we do 
not support banning these companies. We support good 
investment of money deposited. with them. In practical 
terms, we must consider the fact that a few million 
citizens depend on these companies for investment of 
their savings. 


(2) Regarding the law allowing Arab and foreign nation- 
als to own condominiums and real estate, we noticed 
that the law treats Arabs and foreigners equally and, 
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therefore, we expressed our resu;vations. This law helps 
Arab investors to get on with their business, but when it 
comes to foreign investors, it may create difficulties we 
do not need. 


We also noticed that the law the government sent to the 
People’s Assembly was better when it went in than when 
it came out, because the government stipulated that 
construction begin within 6 years or the contract would 
be cancelled. Instead, tic assembly allowed continued 
ownership without construciion at an annual increase of 
2 percent, up to 10 percent. This opens the door to 
speculation in vacant land, especially since the annual 
rate of inflation is between 10 and 15 percent, thus 
rendering the 2 percent rate insignificant. 


(3) Regarding the bill the government is now drafting, it 
revolves around investors’ ownership of new and desert 
land. The law gives Arabs the right to enjoy the same 
privileges as Egyptians and encourages them to go into 
this field, the most difficult of all investment fields. 
Hence, we have approved this law in principle. 


Mr Muhammad ‘Abd-al-Shafi, secretary general of the 
Liberal Party: 


(1) We say, at the top of our voice, do not tamper with 
investment companies, the large corporations in partic- 
ular. They are the only ones in Egypt who absorb and 
invest Egyptian savings, instead of going for consump- 
tion, and they assimilate part of the labor force. 


We believe that tampering with these companies would 
create a critical upturn in the national economy and in 
social relations, particularly since investments in these 
companies are estimated in millions. 


We also believe that these are regular companies that 
maintain aboveboard relations with their clients. No 
citizen has complained that these companies have 
cheated him out of his money. 


(2) We in the Liberal Party welcome Arab and foreign 
investments in Egypt and it does not make sense to deny 
them residency. However, we wish that they would 
purchase land outside the housing bloc because these 
investors can afford to build there. 


(3) Even though the law allowing foreign investors to 
own desert land they plan to reclaim is still under 
discussion, the Liberal Party supports large investments 
in the desert but not in new and old land. This, in any 
event, is beneficial io the national economy, and this 
kind of ownership is not to be feared because all property 
owners would own Egyptian land under Egyptian law. 


Mr Lutfi Wakid, NPUG central committee member: 
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(1) If these (investment) companies are subject to law 
and to audit, and pay taxes and operate within the 
framework of production needed for society and not for 
consumption that squanders society’s wealth, then they 
are welcome. 


However, companies engaged in smuggling and dealing 
in consumer goods and usury cannot be good for society. 


(2) Regarding ownership of reclaimed land, this is a 
dangerous law. It allows exploitation of foreign investors 
by leasing them land they plan to reclaim, for there is 
more to land ownership than the economic dimension: it 
has political and social dimensions as well. Therefore, 
land ownership by foreigners would open the door to 
problems we do not need. 
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Journalist Cited on Egyptian Bases on Libyan 
Border 


NC1306085488 Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 
11 Jun 88 p 12 


[Text] Husayn ‘Abd-al-Raziq, former chief editor of the 
Cairo newspaper AL-AHALI, has verified remarks by 
Colonel Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi in an interview with 
the newspaper to the effect that Egypt has three military 
bases along the Libyan border. 


’Abd-al-Raziq said that William Casey, late CIA direc- 
tor, came to Cairo twice after this interview to try to 
convince the Egyptian Government to join U.S. forces in 
launching an attack on Libya. 


Speaking at a symposium organized by the Freedoms 
Committee of the Journalists’ Association about his 
work on AL-AHALI, ‘Abd-al-Raziq said that the Egyp- 
tian Government reacted to the paper’s publishing of a 
chapter of Muhammad Hasanayn Haykal’s “The 
Autumn of Fury” by threatening harsh measures against 
the paper if it published other parts of the book. 


The paper circumvented the problem, he said, by pub- 
lishing an interview with Haykal in which he addressed 
the basic points of his book. 


Interpol’s Help Sought In Arresting Organization 
Members 


NC1506062888 Cairo MENA in Arabic 
1950 GMT 14 Jun 88 


[Text] MENA has learned that Egyptian security author- 
ities will contact Interpol to arrest members of the 
clandestine organizations unveiled here today and who 
are still at large abroad as soon as the interrogations by 
the state security higher prosecution are over. 


The following members of the organization are still at 
large: Isma’il Salih Muhammad, a Kuwaiti national, 
Muhammad Mughanniyah and Zayd Farahat, Lebanese; 
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Nasim Ahmad ‘Ali, a Kuwaiti; Muhammad Hasan al- 
"Abbasi and Muhammad Fikri al-Shahabi, Bahrainis; 
Fu’ad ‘Isam, a Palestinian, and Muhammad Ahmad 
‘Anbar, Husayn ‘Ali Husayn, and Hani ‘Adil Malmud, 
all Egyptians. 


Commentator Links Crisis in Electricity Shortage, 
Democracy ’ 
45040128 Cairo UKTUBAR in Arabic 8 May 88 pp 3-6 


[Article by Salah Muntasir: “Before the Lights Are 
Extinguished and Democracy Is Stifled”’} 


[Excerpts] 
What will become of us? 


I fear that a possible blackout may not be the only danger 
lying in wait for us or the only danger we expect in the 
coming few months. What I fear will be more serious and 
more horrible is the possibility that the energy which 
makes our democracy work and illuminates the light of 
freedom will fail. 


Newspapers published by political parties have come out 
with headlines affirming and proclaiming that our 
present experience represents the worst in tyranny, cor- 
ruption and torture. What will be the next step for us 
after that? 


Why would a ruler cling to democracy if we have in fact 
reached that point and if what we see, what we write in 
our newspapers, and what we say in our meetings repre- 
sent in fact the worst in tyranny, torture and oppression? 
Why would he defend democracy if, whether or not we 
have one, we end up with a system that is characterized 


by tyranny, torture and one-man rule? 


The people have been called upon to leave their places of 
work and production in factories, on farms, in laborato- 
ries, and in offices. They’ve been asked to declare civil 
disobedience which the Wafd Party’s philosphers 
describe as a “white,” clean, and “pure” action because 
it does nothing more than delay production and inter- 
rupt operations. They say this civil disobedience would 
not hurt Egypt and would not involve workers going out 
in demonstrations. And what, one wonders, will be the 


next step in political party dialogue? 


It were as though in this country, which imports 60 
percent of its needs to make up, for its production 
shortages, demonstrations, not interruptions in opera- 
tions and production, were the thing to be feared. 


And what will come next? The armed forces’ loyalty has 
been called into question, and it was affirmed that their 
leaders signed a secret agreement with America in which, 
it’s been said, Egypt pledges that its airports and seaports 
would be available for America’s use upon ‘emand. 
Egypt also pledged that its armed forces’ would partici- 
pate in warding off threats and dangers to which NATO 
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countries are exposed. It is well-known that the Soviet 
Union is the one major danger to NATO countries. This 
means that Egypt would join the countries of Europe to 
fight Russia. It’s been said that Russia knows about this 
agreement and is staying silent. 


Have attempts to cast doubts and suspicions, distort 
facts, and mislead people gone that far? 


The United States and Egypt announce that they signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding which sets up a 
framework within which the two countries can work 
together on scientific, military research and in the weap- 
ons industry. The memorandum also allows Egypt to bid 
for military contracts in the United States. Although the 
two countries announced the text of the memorandum, 
knowledgeable parties, who know about everything that 
goes on behind the scenes and behind closed doors, 
affirm that the memorandum contains secret articles. 


Egypt prints the text of the memorandum, and the 
minister of defense declares that he signed it after 
experts in Egypt’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs had 
reviewed it in front of a special committee formed by the 
head of state. The memorandum was not a surprise. It 
was not the product of one individual’s effort, and it had 
not been tucked away in one or two desks. Copies of it 
had been kept in the desks of several individuals. The 
minister of defense affirms that the memorandum con- 
tains no secret articles. And yet, the opposition parties’ 
experts, who must know more than any minister, even 
the one who signed the memorandum, affirm that the 
memorandum does contain secret articles. 


Secret articles with whom? With the United States? The 
United States is a country which conducts business 
openly. In the United States such documents are not 
classified: only five minutes after this document was 
signed by Egypt’s and the United States’ ministers of 
defense, the text of the memorandum was made avail- 
able to all journalists and correspondents in Washington. 


It was stated quite clearly that neither party assumed any 
obligation by signing the memorandum, which rather 
reflects the spirit of cooperation and the relations which 
both parties intend to have with each other. Had this 
memorandum involved any commitments, it would 
have been tantamount to a formal agreement, and it 
would have had to be presented not only to the People’s 
Assembly in Egypt, but also to the authorized commit- 
tees of the U.S. Congress. Otherwise, a major scandal 
would have ensued, and everyone in the United States 
would be talking about it. 


Another memorandum of understanding was signed last 
April 21 by President Reagan himself and Shamir, the 
prime minister of Israel. No one heard anything about a 
discussion of that memorandum in Israel’s Knesset, and 
there were no reports that any congressional committees 
had requested a review of it. And yet, the cooperation 
between the United States and Israel which is set forth in 
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that memorandum, goes far beyond that which is set 
forth in the Memorandum of Understanding between 
Egypt and the United States. But it seems that Egypt’s 
Opposition parties enjoy stirring up trouble or inflicting 
severe emotional anguish. 


This dispute over the Egyptian-American Memorandum 
of Understanding does in fact have an extremely serious 
aspect which manifested itself in the attempts that were 
made to arouse suspicions about the document. In a real 
sense the question which has been raised has only one 
implication: one of the two parties is lying to citizens. 
Either the minister of defense is lying when he makes 
statements, and that is a serious charge which, if true, 
must be looked into; or opposition party newspapers are 
lying to the people. In that case one has to wonder about 
their responsibility and accountability. 


And what will Egypt’s opposition parties do next? 
They’ve looked at every accomplishment with jaundiced 
eyes and deemed everything to be useless and futile. 


Opposition party newspapers are asking this question: 
why are efforts being made to implement the subway 
without delay, and why is it not being postponed for 
implementation at a later stage? 


Opposition party newspapers are asking why is there so 
much clamor about water, sewage and telephone 
projects, even though these are the projects without 
which neither the private or public sectors nor invest- 
ment companies can accomplish anything. “Why are 
these projects being implemented on such a large scale?” 
these newspapers ask. “Is it necessary to make these 
services available to all citizens? Why not implement 
these projects in a few areas on'y and let the remaining 
areas drown in their sewage and fend for themselves in 
dealing with the water shortage and telephones that do 
not work? And how useful are these large hospitals which 
are inaugurated in large celebrations?” 


That is how much contempt has been heaped on every 
accomplishment! According to the opposition, these 
expressions and “great ideas” were coined and set forth 
to save Egypt. I did not make them up to make fun of the 
Opposition parties. These expressions and ideas are in 
fact the brainchildren of the Labor Party’s brilliant 
planners. The editor in chief of the party’s newspaper 
spoke on their behalf when he declared in a recent issue 
of the newspaper, ‘'If the principle of priorities had been 
used to arbitrate differences, we would have discovered 
that some of the projects which were implemented could 
have been postponed and implemented in a future stage. 
The subway, for example, and several industrial projects 
could have been postponed. Some projects, such as the 
telephones project and the water and sewage systems 
projects, could have been executed on a smaller scale. 
And some projects, many of these very large hospitals, 
for example, were basically meaningless.” That was a 
direct quote. 














JPRS-NEA-88-044 
22 June 1988 


That was the end of the statement I quoted from an 
article by the editor in chief of the Labor Party’s news- 
paper. It represents the gist of the economic ideas set 
forth by the brilliant people in the party he represents. 
Did I then make up expressions that mocked the party’s 
ideas, or are the party’s philosophers, writers, and think- 
ers mocking themselves? 


And what more will be said after dialogue in the party’s 
newspapers reaches that point? What more will be said 
after every minister or official in a position of responsi- 
bility is viewed by these parties as a traitor, an ignora- 
mus, Or a corrupt individual? What will become of us 
when Fu’ad Siraj-al-Din Pasha, veteran fighters Ibrahim 
Shukri and Khalid Muhyi-al-Din, and all those who 
follow their lead are deemed to be Egypt’s only honor- 
able patriots and sincere thinkers? 


Democracy is not a goal that one seeks for its own sake. 
It is rather a way of governing that many rulers shie away 
from because of its consequences and costs. A few, 
however, are willing to accept the responsibilities, costs, 
and, in some cases, the excesses of democracy in their 
quest for the nobler goal of achieving stability for the 
country. Those rulers want to furnish for their countries 
a climate in which all persons can feel safe and secure. 
They want to furnish a climate in which any native or 
foreign investor would be willing to contribute efforts or 
funds to invest in the country. What good is democracy 
anyway if it were to turn into a reason for destabilizing 
the country, driving investors away, and stirring up 
feelings of anxiety and fear in the heart of any citizen? 


No one wants or wishes the opposition to be silenced. No 
one wants more restrictions placed on criticism, and no 
one wants other opinions to be stifled. At the same time 
we do not want the opposition to fancy itself as an entity 
that is s.parate from society. We do not want it to rejoice 
over society’s problems; we do not want it to cheer for 
society’s crises; and we do not want it to become 
delighted when society becomes the target of terrorists. 
We want an opposition that lives and breathes with this 
society; we want an opposition that knows it is a part of 
it. We want an opposition that knows it is threatened by 
what threatens society, an opposition that feels respon- 
sible for finding solutions to the crises which society 
experiences. We want an opposition that joins us in 
putting out the fires, not one whose hateful lust for power 
causes it to add fuel to the fire. 


One of the dangers which has been added to those 
dangers which Egypt is facing is the possibility of being 
deprived of electricity. But if the water level of the Nile 
River continues to fall and the High Dam’s turbines stop 
turning, having no lights in our homes will not be the 
only threat to us. The continuing decline in the standard 
of dialogue, in the level of ideas and in the standards of 
the parties’ methods constitute a graver and a more 
serious threat to our future, our lives, our efforts, our 
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work and our ideas. The greatest danger we face is that of 
overloading the system and allowing the inevitable to 
happen: democracy could break down, ani darkness 
could prevail. 


Our focus shifts from democracy to the electricity which 
lights our homes. We talk about moral danger, and then 
we talk about material danger. Does such a danger really 
exist? What is its magnitude? And what will happen if 
power production from the High Dam were to stop? I 
asked Engineer Mahir Abazah, the minister of electric- 
ity, “What do you think about this danger? What did you 
do about it as a responsible minister? What should 
citizens do about it?” We had a long conversation, but 
the following points may be the ones that citizens would 
find interesting. 


First, Where Does Electricity Come From? 


In Egypt, the two main sources for generating power are 
hydraulic and thermal. 


We have three hydroelectric power plants. The High 
Dam is the most important and the largest of them. 
When the water level is 165 meters or higher, it produces 
1,750 megawatts of electricity. Besides the High Dam 
there are two power stations at the Aswan Dam; 
together, they produce 250 megawatts of electricity. 


Other than the hydroelectric power plants, there are 
thermal power plants which are fueled by oil (mazout or 
natural gas). But it is better for Egypt to use natural gas 
at these power plants because, unlike natural gas, liquid 
gas can be exported. That is why our plan with the 
Ministry of Oil is to encourage these power plants to 
replace mazout with natural gas. All our new power 
plants will be built on the basis of using natural gas. 


Thirty percent of all the power produced in Egypt is 
produced by the High Dam Station; 42 percent is pro- 
duced by therma! power plants which are fueled by 
mazout; and 28 percent is produced by power plants 
which are fueled by natural gas. 


Second, What Is the Volume of Production? 


The aim of power production anywhere in the world is to 
furnish the power which is consumed by citizens during 
peak hours. In Egypt, those peak hours run from 7 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. During those 3 hours Egypt’s governorates, 
cities and villages consume 6,000 megawatts of electric- 
ity. (Note: 1 megawatt equals 1,000 kilowatts.) 


This means that the highest consumption of electricity in 
Egypt occurs during the hours in which the lights are 
turned or in people’s homes. Volume of consumption 
does not depend on the power consumed by factories. 
That is what distinguishes Egypt from some advanced 
countries where the peak hours occur during the morning 
hours, while the piants are operating. The peak hours 
there last until noon. 
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To anticipate any unexpected occurrences, proper plan- 
ning in any country calls for volume of power production 
to exceed volume of consumption during peak hours by 
15 percent, and that would guard against any malfunc- 
tion at any power station. 


This means that during peak hours our power stations 
would be ready to produce 7,000 megawatts or 7 million 
kilowatts of electricity at a moment’s notice. 


Third, What Effect Has the Dam Had on Our 
Production? 


The turbines at the High Dam Power Station are 
designed to produce maximum power when the water 
level of the River Nile behind the dam is 165 meters or 
higher. 


The theory of power production from the dam is based 
on the principle that water from the river would fall from 
that high altitude onto the vanes of the turbines which 
are located 57 meters away. This causes the rotary units 
to turn, and electricity is thus generated. 


But if the water level falls below 165 meters, power 
production from the High Dam Power Station declines 
as follows: 


—When the water level is 165 meters or higher, the 
power plant produces 1,759 megawatts of electricity. 
This is the maximum electrical power which can be 
generated from the dam. 


—At 159 meters production falls to 1,500 megawatts. 
—At 154 meters production falls to 1,100 megawatt:. 


—At 150 meters volume of production is 850 megawatts 
or approximately half of total production volume. 


But if the water level in the Nile River continues to fall 
and reaches 147 meters, the power plant must be com- 
pletely shut down, and power generating activities 
halted. Otherwise, the turbines would be ruined, and 
repairing them would require billions of pounds. Power 
— from the dam then depends on the water 
evel. 


Fourth, How Imminent Is the Danger? 


Five years ago the water level of the Nile had never 
reached 165 meters in July. It was always lower than 
that. 


At the present time the power stations at the dam are 
being operated while the water level is 154 meters. That 
water level makes the production of almost | ,100 mega- 
watts of power possible. This means there is a 10 percent 
drop in production. 
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Engineer Mahir Abazah says that Engineer ‘Isam Radi, 
the minister of public works, expects the water level of 
the Nile to fall to 150 meters in July. But he hopes that 
the water level will not fall any further. 


Next July, therefore, we will be facing one of two 
possibilities: 


—The water level of the Nile could fall to 150 meters and 
fall no further. Consequently, volume of production at 
the High Dam Power Plant would not exceed 850 
megawatts. 


—The second possibility, which is a grave one, is that the 
water level could continue to fall to 147 mters, and the 
High Dam Power Plant would be brought to a complete 
standstill. 


No one can confirm which one of the two possibilities we 
will face. The rainfall which fell in April in the Upper 
Nile region has been described by water and irrigation 
experts as a pseudo-flood because it does not indicate 
that a flood is imminent. We cannot begin to know 
anything about the coming flood except by studying the 
rainfall which starts in June and continues through the 
end of July. 


Fifth, Is the Effect of the Shortage Limited to Certain 


Some people think that power which is generated from 
the dam, for example, is consumed in Upper Egypt. They 
think that power plants in Cairo and Alexandria provide 
power to the surrounding areas. Consequently, in the 
worst case the effect of [shutting down] the High Dam 
Power Plant will be limited to some areas, and other 
areas will not be affected. That, however, is not true. 


Electricity from the dam is transmitted to Cairo via high 
pressure lines which are 1,000 kilometers long. These 
lines can carry half a million volts of power. Inside Cairo 
and other cities this electricity is distributed through 
main lines which can carry 220,000 volts of power. The 
electricity is then distributed to subordinate lines which 
can carry 11,000 volts of power. From there the electric- 
ity is distributed to homes and various other sites at 220 
volts of power. 


This means that electricity from the High Dam can reach 
almost every spot in Egypt. It means that the decline in 
the amount of electricity produced by the High Dam will 
affect every location in the country. 


Note: Electricity travels at 300,000 kilometers per sec- 
ond. Let me repeat, per second. This is the speed of light. 
It means that electricity from the dam travels from 
Aswan to the farthest place in Egypt in less than 1/200 of 
a second. 
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Sixth, What Is the Magnitude of the Danger? 


So far, the magnitude of the danger is limited to the 
possibility that power production from the dam will not 
exceed 850 megawatts if the water level of the Nile 
becomes stable in July and does not fall below 150 
meters. 


In this case, which is the better possibility, we will be 
deprived of half of the dam’s production. That means 
Egypt will be deprived of any reserve power should any 
unexpected malfunction occur at any power station. 
Such malfunctions happen frequently and, when they do, 
power service to those areas which receive power from 
the power plait which malfunctioned will have to be 
interrupted until the malfunction is repaired. 


Stopping operations at the High Dam Power Plant is the 
worse danger. Power production would fall, and average 
production would be less than average consumption. 
And that is something we cannot deal with unless the 
lights in some areas are turned off alternately during the 
peak hours of consumption from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. 


Seventh, But What If the Danger Were To Persist? 


Engineer Mahir Abazah says, “As far as electricity is 
concerned, the dangerous period in the worst possible 
case will not be more than nine months. To guard against 
any unexpected occurrences, we contacted the United 
States, France, and Germany this year, and we have 
agreements with these countries to build in Egypt three 
power plants which can be quickly installed. In other 
words, equipment for these power plants would arrive 
ready for installation. Usually, construction of an ordi- 
nary power plant requires 5 years, but for these power 
plants, construction will not take more than 14 months. 
At the present time the Americans are building a power 
plant in Damietta, and the Germans are building one in 
al-Nubariyah. An agreement will be reached with the 
emg this week to build a third power plant in south 
iro. 


Costs for these power plants amount to approximately 
500 million dollars. They will produce an additional 
1,600 megawatts of electricity. This means that in less 
than | year we will have built the equivalent of a new 
high dam for generating electricity. Accordingly, we will 
have a power surplus with which we can face any 
danger.“ 


Engineer Mahir Abazah refers to another project: an 
agreement to link Egypt’s electricity system with the 
electricity systems in Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey. 
Such ideas can be found in Europe, and it is through such 
linkage that countries in Europe import and export 
electricity. Each European country uses these intercon- 
nected systems to import and export electricity accord- 
ing to its needs. Thus, if Britain, for example, were to 
have a power shortage for any reason, France would 
provide it immediately with the power it would need to 
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meet that shortage. The opposite is also true. Then, at the 
end of a period of time, which would be agreed upon, 
each country would calculate how much power it 
imported or exported. 


As far as electricity is concerned, Egypt is still isolated 
like an island. Recently, however, an agreement was 
reached with Jordan to link Egypt’s electricity system 
with Jordan’s at al-’Aqabah. Linking Egypt’s system with 
Saudi Arabia’s will be considered during the visit of 
Saudi Arabia’s minister of electricity to Egypt on May 
21. On the other hand, Jordan did reach an agreement 
with Turkey to link the two countries’ systems together, 
and Egypt has also agreed with Turkey on pursuing 
linkage between the three countries. Thus, before too 
long, all the electrical power systems in Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan, and Turkey will be linked to each other 
by networks that will share power and provide each other 
with electricity in case of any emergency or shortage. 


Rianth, Given the Danger, What Should Citizens Be 
ng? 


Citizens must be willing to face danger. They must help 
the state by reducing their consumption of electricity 
during the peak hours. It has been noticed that approx- 
imately 8 million television sets are turned on during the 
peak hours. Of course, all the lights are turned on, 
andmost electric washing machines, air conditioning 
units, and water heaters are also turned on during those 
hours. Reduction of consumptior and the distribution of 
consumption are required. The systems must not be so 
heavily overloaded during those hours. 


Engineer Mahir Abazah then tells me with a great deal of 
enthusiasm, “I am confident that our people can help 
during these few months, from July to next March. I am 
confident,” says the minister of electricity, “that the 
people are aware and capable of understanding the 
situation. We pray we will not reach the point at which 
we would have to stop operations at the High Dam 
Power Plant and be forced to cut power alternately to 
some areas.” 


I tell myself, “We can handle the threat of a power 
shortage, but can we handle the threat to democracy?” 


I hope and pray that the democracy which political 
parties considered in planning their activities will ensure 
the survival of democracy. 


We want democracy to be a beacon that will shine 
forever. We want it to shine and not be exposed for a 
moment to any possibility of danger which could extin- 
guish the light of democracy. The ruler is most certainly 
responsible for democracy, but who said he is the only 
one responsible for it? 
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Officials Discuss Effects of Water Shortage, Plans 
45040124 Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 4, 5 May 88 


[Article by Jamal al-Shirgawi: ““What Do We Do If The 
Nile Waters Are Also Deficient Next Year?”’] 


[4 May 88 p 3} 


[Excerpts] I began my interview with Engineer ‘Isam 
Radi by asking him to outline our “water status.” 


The minister said: “Our water status this season, namely 
the current water year ending at the end of July, is well 
known and clear. We have already announced it and our 
measures have been meticulously carried out. They are 
consistent with our predictions to this point and up to 
the end of the season. 


“As for our water status next year, which begins | 
August, no one can project it because only God knows.” 


[Question] But there must be some projections. 


[Answer] Certainly. Either the river water going to the 
High Dam lake will be equal to Egypt’s share of the Nile 
waters (55.5 billion meters), will be less than this share or 
will be more. A supply equal to our share would put us in 
a pretty good position and we would have nothing to 
worry about. Nonetheless, we will continue to follow the 
recently adopted measures, this year in particular, 
because we will continue to take water rationalization 
seriously as a fundamental and permanent part of our 
water policy. Our goal, a supply greater than our share 
would be a blessing. 


(The minister went on to say:) However, if the supply is 
less than our share for this year, we will have to take 
other necessary measures. 


[Question] Based on indicators you have, can you tell 
which projection is most likely? 


[Answer] No, this not possible at this time. It can only be 
done in mid-October when the flood water supply is 
completed and the flood graphic line begins to drop. 
Only then will I be able to know what I have to work with 
and whether I can draw on next year’s supply. 


[Question] And then, in mid-October, you will announce 
to the people that they are facing a water shortage? 


[Answer] Precisely. 


[Question] Don’t you think that if the supply is smaller, 
this would be too late and you might suddenly place the 
people in a critical situation—which is sure to happen— 
and you would not have enough time to do what has to 
be done. 


[Answer] I cannot announce to the people a position 
built on projections. I have to rely on sure facts. 
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[Question] We are talking now after 7 or 9 consecutive 
years of smaller floods and sweeping drought in the 
African continent, therefore, it is natural to expect the 
worst. Why don’t you assume the same thing and tell 
people what to expect, putting forth your measures early 
enough so that, if things turn out better than expected, 
we would lose nothing and may even derive benefit from 
a critical period that may help us in the future. 


[Answer] Rest assured that we are keeping our eyes on 
the river water levels from its source all the way to 
Aswan. We are watching, observing ani calculating. 
However, I cannot announce something before it hap- 
pens. Of course, if there are early signs that warrant an 
announcement before mid-October, we will not hesitate. 
The important thing is that it be done at the proper time 
without overplaying or downplaying the situation. 


{Question} About the horizontal expansion program, we 
actually reclaim 150,000 feddans of desert land annually, 
and that requires large amounts of water, amid the 
possibility of a smaller supply of river water? 


[Answer] The horizontal expansion program is proceed- 
ing as planned and we are committed to supplying it with 
the water allocated to it. 


[Question] Is it not better, under the circumstances and 
until the situation becomes clear, to slow down reclama- 
tion? Some believe that this program should be stopped 
altogether while others are of the opinion that it should 
be temporarily curtailed. In short, is it not risky to 
proceed with it? 


[Answer] (emphatically): Not at all. How much water do 
you imagine the 5-year program will need to reclaim 
750,000 feddans? It will need 4.5 billion cubic meters. 
Right now, I have 2.8 billion saved behind the dam: 2.1 
billion through lower central flow and 0.7 billion through 
a smaller rice harvest. 


[Question] (taking exception): But your excellency, if the 
supply is less than our next year’s share, the shortage will 
use up the amount you have saved and we may need 
more than that to meet the needs of ongoing irrigation in 
the old land. 


[Answer] The reclamation program is a national plan of 
great significance to the country’s economy and we are 
committed to it. As for water, besides the amounts 
already saved, we still have many avenues open to us for 
saving. We have al-’ Umum drainage canal which, when 
completed in 1989, will provide another billion cubic 
meters, added to | billion from the al-Suru and Hadus 
drainage canal that feeds into al-Salam irrigation canal. 
Hence, there is no fear that water will be cut off from the 
new expansion land. 


With regard to electric power, a water level below 165 
would affect turbine efficiency, but this is very unlikely 
even though it did happen 4 years ago. We are all aware 
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of these things in terms of irrigation and electric power. 
This has nothing to do with optimism or pessimism and 
there is no contradiction between what I saw and what 
the minister of electricity says. The High Dam was built 
with the idea that the water supply not go beyond 160 
billion cubic meters so that the dam itself would not be 
affected and no less than 31 billion cubic meters so that 
electricity would not be cut off completely. 


[Question] And now, what is our water status in figures? 


[Answer] Our supply in the dam lake (as of 4 April) was 
$5 billion cubic meters, 31 bilhon of which is a reserve 
which we do not use so that electricity would not be cut 
off and 24 billion in usable live stock which, of course, 
has a negative effect on electric power generation which 
becomes less efficient as water is drawn, between 20 May 
and the end of July in particular, or until August | when 
water levels go up with the new flood. 


[Answer] (The minister enumerated the measures 
adopted so far:) 


—Expanded use of recycled sewage water in irrigation, 
using 3.5 billion cubic meters this year and this figure 
will be increased to 7 billion by the end of the plan. 


—Expanded use of ground water in the Nile Valley and 
the Delta. Drilling work on 140 new producing wells in 
Minya and al-Minufiyah is near completion. This is in 
addition to putting wells in al-Shargiyah, al-Qalyubiyah 
and al-Minufiyah into operation, providing 200 million 
cubic meters annually, and 136 completed wells in 
Samalut and Gharb alFushan to provide 400 million 
cubic meters annually. By and large, we will raise the 
amount of water we obtain from the ground from the 
ei 2.3 billion to 4 billion cubic meters by the end of 
the plan. 


—Lowering the outflow during the minimum use period, 
thereby gaining 1.1 billion cubic meters that used to flow 
into the sea. 


—Prolonging the winter damming period from 21 to 28 
days, thereby gaining close to 140 million cubic meters. 


This is in addition to projects the ministry is undertaking 
to develop irrigation systems, to store water in lakes and 
to develop the Nile watercourses and installations 
thereon. 


[Question] This is what the ministry is doing. Would you 
like the people to make provisions for an unknown water 
year to protect themselves, their crops and Egypt’s 
future? 


[Answer] Of course I would. I hope that in these critical 
times every drop of water will be conserved through the 
following: 
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Strict observation of irrigation rotation schedules, turn- 
ing to night irrigation and ensuring that water at the end 
of the irrigation canals is not wasted. 


Abstention from violations and encroachement on irri- 
gation and drainage cana!s. 


Maintenance of private irrigation canals, keeping them 
free of weeds, keeping the ground level and cutting down 
on water consumption in general. 


[S May 88 p 3} 


[Excerpts] We use 3.7 billion cubic meters of water for 
drinking, household use and various commercial uses. 
Another 3 billion cubic meters are used in industry, 
bringing the total to 6.7 billion cubic meters annually. 


In greater Cairo alone, (Cairo and the two governorate 
capitals of Giza and al-Qalyubiyah) we consume 300 to 
350 million cubic meters of this amount, depending on 
how hot the weather is. 


So what will Cairo do in the face uf such extravagance if 
water becomes short? 


I addressed this question to Engineer Sa’d-al-Din al-Dib, 
deputy director of the Greater Cairo Water Utility (the 
director was out of the country), who said: “The first 
thing we ought to do, naturally, is to cut down on waste.” 


The man in charge of Cairo water mentioned the follow- 
ing “painful” facts: 


—20 to 25 percent of our share is wasted in the water 
pipeline network. 


—Another 20 to 25 percent is wasted inside the homes. 
—Total waste amounts to no less than 45 percent! 


This waste is caused by a rundown water system, broken 
pipes and free public faucets, etc. 


[Question] Even in just cutting waste, what have you 
done and what do you intend to do? 


[Answer] Our responsibility is to repair the network. 
Therefore, we are intensifying our maintenance opera- 
tions. We have embarked upon a program, with the help 
of a German grant, to reduce waste to 8 to 10 percent, 
thereby bringing it down to the world level. We are 
working in certain areas (because the process is very 
costly): the west bank of the Nile. 


[Question] How much will this program save? 
[Answer] We can save up to 150,000 cubic meters a day 


which is equal to a water station big enough to supply 
150,000 households or 5-member families. 
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[Quesiton] How long will this process take? 


[Answer] Between 8 and 10 years. We have started 
another program for al-Zamalik Island to be completed 
within a year. We don’t know how much this program 
will yield. 


[Question] What are we going to do now to face another 
very serious problem, namely the water shortage? 


[Answer] First of all, we are making greater use of ground 
water wells. In Greater Cairo, 10 to 15 percent of the 
water comes from wells, a rate we aim to raise to 20 to 25 
percent. We have built a water treatment station in 
al-Marj to remove iron and magnesium from the water 
to make it drinkable. 


We are trying to make drinking water available for 
drinking only. In Heliopolis, Nasir City and Ma’adi, 
impure water networks that draw water from the Isma’i- 
liyah Canal have been built for watering gardens, thereby 
saving 90,000 cubic meters of pure filtered drinking 
water a day which used to be used for this purpose. 


Work is under way to install water meters in homes to 
control consumption. 


We are urging the Ministry of Industry to recycle water 
used by industry instead of throwing it into the Nile, thus 
polluting the river. Water treatment and recycling means 
that factories would be alloted a fixed amount for use 
throughout the year. This would save large amounts of 
drinking water. We hope that this year will be a turning 


point in this regard. 
[Question] How much can we save by all these measures? 


[Answer] Not less than two-thirds of the current greater 
Cairo share, or between | and 1.18 billion cubic meters 
annually. 


[Question] Will you turn to other means to conserve 
fresh water for emergencies? 


[Answer] Yes. We are preparing mobile water tanks and 
have a proposal under study to bottle fresh water in 
1-liter plastic bags as a contingency plan. 


I went to the National Water and Sewage Authority 
which is in charge of the rest of the regions. I met with 
Engineer ‘Abd-al-Salam al-Rafi’i, the deputy director 
(the director was out of the co-:ntry), who reviewed with 
me the water situation, saying tnat the authority supplies 
50 percent of the people’s needs at the present time and 
the rest is met through personal efforts. He emphasized 
that the network now covers most Egyptian cities and 
villages, but its shortcomings, due to some defects, stand 
in the way of water getting to some areas, the remote 
ones in particular. 
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He also said that 30 percent of water supplied by the 
authority for drinking or industry is wasted due to three 
reasons: water seepage due to broken pipes and mainte- 
nance problems, free public faucets in rural areas and 
public misuse through failure to attend to malfunctions 
in household fixtures, water tanks in particular. 


[Question] What precautions have you taken to face a 
probable water shortage? 


[Answer] We are now studying the possibility of 
expanded use of ground water. We have constructed 
tycal water treatment stations for removing iron and 
magnesium. One such station will be tested in Giza in 
preparation for making them available to the remaining 
areas. This project is being carried out in cooperation 
with Czechoslovakia. One station can treat 2,000 cubic 
meters a day and costs 200,000 Egyptian pounds to set 
up. As for operation costs, they are negligible. 


[Question] Do you plan to turn to wells throughout the 
country? 


[Answer] Throughout the republic. South of the Mit 
Ghamr-Tanta water pipeline, ground water is fit for 
drinking after treatment, but north of the Delta, it has a 
high salt content and, therefore, unfit for drinking. 


[Question] Yes, we have conducted a new study to 
desalinize sea water. We found out that one cubic meter 
of water (using the ion-exchange theory and certain 
chemicals), needs 20 kilowatt hours and costs 2.00 
Egyptian pounds. In another desalinization study (using 
the evaporation system), one cubic meter costs 1.00 
pound. We are now designing water desalinization units 
for anyone who wants them. A unit with a production 
capacity of 100 cubic meters a day costs half a million 
pounds and with a 500 cubic meter capacity costs 2 
million pounds. The former is enough for a community 
of 1,000 residents and the latter for one of 5,000 resi- 
dents. 


[Question] Will you be able to save money for the worst 
possibility? 


[Answer] We have to. We have no other choice. 
[Question] Can you store what you save? 


[Answer] To some extent. Right now, we have reservoirs 
equal to 20 percent of daily consumption which we used 
to balance the lower night consumption with the higher 
day consumption and peak hours. I cannot, however, 
expand the storage capacity because one cubic meter 
costs 100 to 200 pounds to store! 


[Question] After all these mesures, what will you do if 
faced with an actual water shortage? 


[Answer] There are two things I can do: either raise the 
price of water to limit consumption.... 
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[Question] (interrupting) Higher than the current rate? 


[Answer] The rate is very low. One cubic meter costs 25 
to 30 piasters. We used to sell it to the consumer for 3 
piasters, a rate the policies committee recently raised to 
5 piasters for the first-30 cubic meters of a month’s 
consumption with a progressive increase for each incre- 
ment. The selling price is still lower than the cost price. 


12502 


Financial Sources Give Reasons for 
Black-Market’s 

45040143a Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 
2i May 88 pp 33, 34 


[Text] Discrepancy between the Egyptian pound rate of 
exchange in the black market (240 piasters) and the 
posted rate in the free banking market (226 piasters) is 
continuing despite the recent regulatory decisions which 
heralded doing away once and for all with the black 
market. The reasons, according to several banking 
sources is, first, the inappropriate timing in the light of 
the economic conditions suffering from accute foreign 
currency shortage and the inability of the free market to 
meet those needs. The second reason, according to the 
same sources, is that organizing the free market did not 
resolve the question of providing foreign currencies for 
pilgrimage and for foreign travel whether for pleasure or 
medical treatment and leaving these outlets undefined. 
These sources are unanimous in saying that the black 
market will continue to flourish as long as long as the 
drug trade continues. It is estimated in this regard that 
the Egyptians pay a total of about $1 billion for drugs. 
The same sources also make several remarks about the 
monetary situation in Egypt; they particularly point to 
the low rate of interest (11.5 percent), compared with an 
annual inflation rate (20 percent). The private sector 
foreign currency deposits in Egypt‘an banks at the end of 
1985 totaled about $7.3 billion. 
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Government Links Wage Adjustment To 
Improving Rate of Ex 

44000105 Limassol MEMO in English 

May 88 pp 21-22 


[Article by Dr Nadim Sa‘d: “Crucial Month for the 
Social and Economic Life of Lebanon”] 


[Text] At the start of the month on the Sth the General 
Federation of Labour called for a strike which was 
intended to give a warning to the government that it 
would adjust wages for the infiation that took place in 
the last six months of 1987. Tl:c Federation has called as 
well for two days of strike on ‘he 14th and 15th of April 
and University professors of the nationzl Lebanese Uni- 
versity are already on strike for their own wage claims. 
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By the second week of April the majority of bank 
employees went on an open strike for adjustment of their 
wages as well. In the face of these developments the 
government finds itself in a very delicate position. It is 
trying to gain time before taking a final decision as to the 
adjustment that should be made for reasons that will 
become obvious. 


Between July 1987 and the end of October of that year, 
the Lebanese Pound lost on its exchange value a great 
deal. From 200 LP to the dollar the exchange rate fell at 
the end of October to 670 LP to the dollar and the 
reserves of the General Bank were reduced to the lowest 
level yet witnessed in the past four years which was 100 
and 5 miliion dollars. At that time, the GFL called for an 
open general strike on the Sth of November asking for 
compensation for previous inflationary trends and that 
strike lasted for three days and did not win popular 
support. The Lebanese were anxious to make a living 
and were suffering from an inability to earn enough to 
cover their expenses. The real level of living had fallen to 
half its level of the years that immediately preceded the 
war which started in 1975. 


At present the GFL are asking for increases in wages in 
the order of 310 percent which represents the increases 
in the cost of living since the end of June 1987 and until 
the end of December of last year. By contrast, there is 
limited objection to the figure as a measure of the 
inflation that took place. However, there had been new 
factors on the scene represented by a significant 
improvement in the exchange rate of the Lebanese 
Pound on the one hand, and a slowing down followed by 
a reversal of inflation. 


Reasons for Improvement of Exchange Rate 


Today, the Lebanese Pound is exchanging for the dollar 
at 363 Pounds to the Dollar which represents a signifi- 
cant improvement from the Level at the end of October. 
Moreover, the rate of inflation has slowed down to less 
than 10 percent in January and fell by 7.0 percent in 
February and 18 percent in March. It is the conviction of 
the Lebanese Government, particularly the acting Prime 
Minister who is as well the Minister of Social Affairs, 
that April will witness another decline in the cost-of- 
living that could match if not exceed that of March. If 
this were the case, the acting Prime Minister Dr Salim 
al-Huss argues it is far better to limit wage increases to 
below 100 percent in order not to jeopardize the rate of 
exchange which has tended to stabilize. The rate of 
exchange of the Lebanese Pound is extremely important 
to the cost of living because Lebanon imports at least 60 
percent of all the items that are consumed in the country. 
Still inflation had touched not only imported items but 
as well locally produced goods particularly those that 
have a high import content. Even agricultural products 
have increased in prices at a very fast rate although the 
import content in the final value of these products is very 
limited. This has been the case because Lebanese agri- 
cultural products became very inexpensive for import. 
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from Lebanon who started to increase their demand for 
these products. Understandably local producers in com- 
paring between export prices and internal prices tried to 
get for their products what they could from selling these 
products to importers from Lebanon. 


The Government’s tendency to delay the adjustment of 
wages has been linked very strongly to the improving 
rate of exchange and the impact that this has brought to 
the cost of living. Dr al-Huss believes strongly that it is 
better for Lebanon and for prospects of growth in the 
nears future, particularly after the election of a new 
President as of this Juiy, to have the exchange rate much 
nearer to where it stands those days rather than where it 
stood six months before. He is convinced that this will be 
better for growth, for the standard of living and for social 
justice in the country. 


By contrast, the GFL claim and demonstrate that wages 
are insufficient to cover the requirements of families of 
the working class. There are many indications which 
show that the case is true. Consequently, the decision on 
this question of wages has become extremely compli- 
cated. There is the need to enable people to sustain their 
standard of living or at least a gradually falling standard 
of living. Yet, this objective if it were to be worked for by 
a heavy increase in wages could bring about the exact 
reverse. Lebanese organizations cannot afford this 
increase in wages without much higher increases of 
prices of final products which would mean that inflation 
would yet again eat up any advantages that are desired 
by Labour. Moreover, most Lebanese organizations fail- 
ing to increase wages by the rates indicated would have 
to release at least 40 percent of the total labour force 
which would be catastrophic at present. 


In recent months there have been indicat’ons that polit- 
ical differences are mellowing. Also there have been 
definite indications that the Lebanese balance of pay- 
ments has beer in surplus due to a number of reasons 
which can be summarized as follows. 


1—Total imports into Lebanon had declined consider- 
ably because there is no prosperity in the country and the 
people are satisfying their essential needs first and fore- 
most. Whereas in 1982, the Lebanese imported 3 billion 
dollars worth of products and in spite of the dollar 
devaluation since then imports in 1987 were nearer to a 
billion dollars. 


2—Most of the deposits with banks in Lebanon have 
been transforiaed into deposits in foreign currencies. 
Their total amounts to 3.2 billion dollars which for a 
country of 3 million is relatively high and these deposits 
are earning interest of at least 200 million dollars which 
represents a positive element on the balance of pay- 
ments. 


3—Lebanese exports of industrial products have 
increased at a rapid rate because the cost of these 
products is very low for importers from Lebanon. Total 
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industrial exports amounted to around 450 million dol- 
lars in 1987, which is a figure still below that achieved in 
1982 or 1983 but it has reached significant levels. Of this 
total, possibly 200 million dollars represents the value 
added in Lebanon. 


Finally, and most importantly, the fourth point is that 
Lebanon which had been subsidizing fuel products 
changed its policy and eliminated subsidies for gasoline 
and gasoil and LPG as of the beginning of December. 
That move, in itself, was the most significant in reducing; 
the waste that had been eating up the foreign resources of 
Lebanon and increasing the deficit of the Government 
which reached 120 billion Lebanese Pounds in 1987. The 
readjustment of fuel prices had retrieved in principle the 
equivalent of 70 billion pounds of the deficit noted for 
the Lebanese government. However, there continues to 
ba deficit on account of fuel oil particularly used for 
electricity generation and by some capital intensive 
industries in Lebanon. Fuel oil is still subsidized to the 
tune of 30 billion Lebanese Pounds. 


The Central Bank Role 


Due to the above factors, the Lebanese Pound stood in a 
good position to improve its exchange value. This took 
its course and it could have improved in exchange value 
beyond the levels it had achieved had it not been for very 
heavy purchases of dollars by the Central Bank of 
Lebanon. By mid April, the Central Bank reserves had 
increased in the month extending from November 1987 
till mid April by 600 million dollars in spite of the 
opening of letters of credit amounting to 250 million 
dollars for imports of various necessary products partic- 
ularly fuel. The Central Bank in buying the dollars from 
the market which it still continues to exercise up to the 
time of writing had been pumping Lebanese currency 
into the market. After this currency reaches the banks 
and individuals who sell the dollars, the Central Bank 
was absorbing the liquidity through the issue of govern- 
ment paper. Government bonds for one year are earning 
in the secondary market an interest rate of 46 percent. 
This means that if the policy of accumulating dollars by 
the Central Bank coniinues for the remaining months 
until the end of the summer, there could be possibly 
another 200 billion Lebanese Pounds worth someth 1g 
between 500 and 600 million dollars which would be 
entering the system and being re-absorbed by the Gov- 
ernment against the issue of Government bonds. The 
question that one has to ask is when will the impact of 
these purchases show? Such an impact has to show that 
the interest falls due and although the Government 
bonds issued have been scattered over a great number of 
months and will continue to be so, as of the end of the 
year or even before then, these interest payments will fall 
due and will definitely force the exchange value of the 
Lebanese Pound to fall considerably unless in the mean- 
time there is a great surge of the economy and the 
Central Bank becomes able to lower interest rates to 
acceptable levels. 
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At the present time, interest rates on loans are around 50 
percent and still it is extremely difficult for businesses 
and business people to secure loans from the commercial 
banks. The Central Bank has made sure through a 
number of regulations that it would be itself the first 
absorber of the liquidity it is creating itself in its drive to 
secure dollars that will buttress the foreign exchange 
reserves of the country. 


Against this background, it becomes clear that an 
increase of 310 percent in salaries and wages would drive 
up the exchange value of the dollar against the Pound by 
a significant margin and invite rapid inflation again into 
the Lebanese economy. That would be catastrophic 
because such a development would turn the expectations 
of the Lebanese population away from the Lebanese 
Pound as happened in 1986 and 87 when the Lebanese 
rushed to exchange their Pounds for Dollars or French 
Francs or Deutsche Marks or whatever. The stabilization 
of the Lebanese Pound has forced most people to 
exchange a sum of the foreign currencies to pay for their 
requirements and it has also led some people who 
wanted to make longer term investments to go into the 
Lebanese Pound in substantial amounts of money in 
order to realize the projects they have. Over the past 
three months even traders who had shifted away from 
accepting the Lebanese currency for the products they 
were selling started to price their products and services 
in Lebanese Pounds and to accept to offer short term 
Credit in the currency for purchasers. In other words the 
Pound became again a fairly acceptable medium of 
exchange and began to fulfill the basic function of any 
currency which it seemed to have lost in 86 and 87. 


The dilemma challenging the Lebanese Government is 
understandable because the consequences of a reversal of 
the trend towards stabilisation of the Lebanese Pound 
could be extremely drastic to the future of Lebanon. And 
yet the @emands of the Labour Unions are understand- 
able because of the fact that very few families earn 
sufficiently to cover their current costs. If anything the 
situation signifies that once Lebanon achieves a certain 
measure of normalcy in every day life it would need, if it 
is to sustain the standard of living of its peopie although 
much reduced, substantial foreign aid or else, the stan- 
dard of living is likely to fall below 30 percent of what it 
used to be 13 years ago. 


With the situation in mind, it is clear that any decision 
will be very difficult. Moreover, it is clear that the 
decision can be one of compromise in anticipation of 
better days after this summer and the election of a new 
president. It is certainly true that if circumstances 
improved to the point of encouraging a flow of invest- 
ments, such a flow could compensate for fears of the loss 
of foreign exchange and enable the country to grow at a 
fast rate. Yet the time bomb that has been introduced 
into the picture is that of the absorption of liquidity 
created by the Central Bank against purchases of dollars 
which liquidity is being paid for at very high raie of 
interest. That rate also raises the rate of interest for 
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borrowers for common productive uses and cannot con- 
tinue at the present level if inflation is negative or below 
10 percent. This situation in itself has to be reversed to 
make any increases in wages of around 100 percent 
sustainable for some time to come. This is the problem 
that has to be handled and the Government has been 
showing some wisdom in taking its time to decide on 
these issues. 


Conclusion 


The review of issues and facts about wage claims, the 
cost of living increases, and the fragility of the exchange 
rate dictates a number of conclusions. 


1—High wage increases would weaken the Lebanese 
Pound, stimulate inflation and contribute to greater 
uncertainty. 


2—Increases up to 100 percent of the wage levels at the 
end of June 1987 in addition to any increases granted 
last year could lead to a mild increase in the dollar 
exchange rate. Th*s is particularly true because the 
private sector has already granted such increases. Public 
sector increments would equal LL2 billion/month, or $6 
million at current exchange rates. The Central Bank has 
been buying $5 million/day on average in the past 120 
days whilst the dollar rate fell. 


3—To regain the development thrust Lebanon must 
receive generous aid once the political picture improves 
significantly which seems possible in the coming few 
months. 


4—The Central Bank must change its policy of absorbing 
liquidity in Lebanese pounds through extensive issue of 
high interest bearing government bonds. This practice is 
like a time bomb with a short fuse that will burn in 9 
months. 


19274 
SUDAN 


Rebel Leader Interviewed on Politics, Military 
Operations 


45040127B Khartoum AL-RAYAH in Arabic 
24, 25 Apr 88 


{Interview with Major Yusuf Kuwah, member of the 
SPLM high command, by Majid Yusuf; Addis Ababa, 
date not given] 


[24 Apr 88 p 3} 


[Text] When I traveled to Addis Ababa, one of the 
priorities of my schedule was to micet John Garang; 
however, his office replied that Garang was in the Sudan 
at the time, somewhere in Equatoria, perhaps near the 
city of Juba. The director of the Addis Ababa office, 
Deng Ubur, told me this with a smile on his lips. I did 








JPRS-NEA-88-044 
22 June 1988 


not comment. “But,” he added, “we expect him at any 
time.” I told him that my second choice was to meet one 
of the movement's leaders who was not southern and not 
Christian, since they always talk about the national and 
comprehensive character of the movement. 


He said to me, “Major Yusuf Kuwah is with us these 
days. He is a member of the high command of the 
movement and commander of the Nubah Mountains 
military district.” I accepted without hesitation. 


Finally, here is the mysterious figure who has been 
charged with carrying out the Khartoum coup and dis- 
ciplining the city’s people. I had a long conversation with 
him in more than two sessions. At one of them, the 
movement’s information officer, Atem Yak, was present. 
What did Yusuf Kuwah say? 


[Question] In my mind and in the minds of the Sudanese 
people, your name is associated with brutality and inhu- 
manity because of the operations you carried out during 
your military presence in Umm Durayn and other areas 
of a Kordofan. Why was this? How were the citizens 
at fault! 


[Answer] First, and without generalities, I want you to 
clarify the nature of the savage acts you have mentioned, 
because I am hearing about them for the first time. 


[Question] I say that you raped women, killed innocent 
citizens, and burned their homes and farms. As a result, 
people fled the area and migrated to other areas. 


[Answer] But who carried out these acts? 


[Question] Your movement’s armed group, which you 
were leading, did it. Thus, you are personally responsible 
for the damage done to the citizens. 


[Answer] That is not true. Who told you so? What is the 
proof that your information is correct? 


[Question] Quite simply, citizens were living peaceiully 
in the area until you arrived. Afterwards, they fled from 
their area. The citizens are the ones who said this. 


[Answer] I regret to inform you that this information is 
incorrect, fundamentally so. We live with the citizens. It 
is not in Our interest to treat them as enemies. This does 
not apply only to the SPLA; all guerrilla wars rely heavily 
on the citizenry for food, water, and information. They 
are to us “like water to the fish.” We cannot live without 
them. Such talk is intended to defame us. I utterly deny 
that the things you have mentioned tcok place at our 
hands. We went to bring citizens in order to recruit 
them. We succeeded in uringing tremendous numbers of 
them, which confirms the incorrectness of the charge. 


[Question] Those who join you—do they come to you 
voluntarily and of their own free wiil, or do you go and 
get them? 
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[Answer] There are large numbers of citizens wno want 
to join the movement but who cannot reach us because 
of the security zone that the army maintains. Therefore, 
we facilitate the task of their reaching us for training. 


[Question] Where are they trained? 
[Answer] Inside the Sudan. 
[Question] Where? 

[Answer] These are military secrets. 


[Question] Let us go back to our basic question. Who is 
it who is killing, plundering, and raping? 


I do not know. The army itself burned citizens and killed 
them. Why didn’t you write these facts? 


[Answer] We write all the facts. In the events of Umm 
Durayn, in particular, a journalist named Musa ‘Ali 
Sulayman traveled there. You commented over your 
radio station on part of what he wrote. We have no 
interest in hiding information. 


You. on the contrary, hide information and do not 
mention the facts. The army is responsible for all the 
violations, and the militias are its partners. The army 
carries on war operations and brings in a number of 
militias to steal, rape, and plunder cattle. 


[Question] This is talk that is objectionable and untrue. 
What is the army’s interest in that? The army is the army 
of the citizen. It defends him from you and your likes. 
The citizens are the ones complaining. This is their 
version of events. 


{Answer] What kind of citizen? You hide the facts. The 

government armed certain tribes and left the others 

unarmed. The government is responsible for the deteri- 

a of security and for the current intertribal con- 
icts. 


[Question] The subject we have to discuss is not who 
armed the tribes, but why the tribes armed themselves, 
and who created the abnormal situation that made arms 
necessary. In my view, you are responsible for that 
because of the security tensions you created in the 


region. 


[Answer] Let us be realistic and accurate in our evalua- 
tion of things. The arming began during the time of 
Numayri. It began for tribal reasons. Another fact you 
should be aware of is that in our wars we are fighting the 
army. We do not target the citizens. This fact will be 
confirmed to you by a citizen I hope you will make an 
effort to find. His name is ‘Abdallah. He is a merchant 
from the Baggara tribe, from Suq Saraf al-Jamus. This 








JPRS-NEA-88-044 
22 June 1988 


citizen confirmed this fact in the report he presented to 
the security committee in Kaduqli. Look for this citizen; 
the successful journalist is the one who makes an effort 
to look for the truth. 


I sent this citizen to al-Faki ‘Ali al-Humrah because we 
had information that he had obtained weapons from the 
government and had begun to form militias. I sent him a 
letter stating that we were not against the Baggara or 
against the citizens; we were against the army. Whoever 
sided with the army became our enemy, regardless of his 
tribe. I received reports that this citizen had delivered 
this letter to the Kadugqli security committee. We sent 
letters to all the leaders of the Baggara. We told them we 
were not against them. Some of them replied to our 
letters. We respect them. As I said, our position is that 
whoever supports us is with us; whoever supports the 
army is our enemy—or else he should be neutral. 


[Question] Isn’t it strange for you to ask citizens to be 
neutral in a war like the one upon which you are 
embarking? 


[Answer] Whoever sides with the army must bear the 
consequences of his position. 


[Question] How do you ask citizens to be neutral and 
avoid supporting the armed forces that are fighting in 
their name and dying for their sake? 


[Answer] I said that we are fighting the government and 
fighting the army. We are doing this for the sake of the 
citizens. We are not against them. Otherwise, our move- 
ment would have ended long ago, and we would not have 
won victories. 


[Question] If what you are saying is true, why do citizens 
flee from you? Why do they leave areas in which your 
specter appears? 


[Answer] No citizen has fled his area because of us. 
Those who flee are the merchants. 


[Question] Why are the merchants fleeing? 

[Answer] Ask them. 

[Question] That is not an answer. 

[Answer] They flee because of their feeling that they are 
part of the government; and the government, of course, 
is the object of our military activity. 

[Question] Am I to understand from what you say that 
there are three groups: one on your side, one on the side 
of the government, and one in the middle? 


[Answer] That is correct. Of course, we like the middle 
group. 
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[Question] Do you perhaps consider yourselves a gov- 
ernment? 


[Answer] Of course we are a government in the areas we 
control. 


[Question] I have learned that during the military oper- 
ations you led in the Nubah Mountains, you fled because 
of military pressure from the armed forces. You were 
forced to flee. Why do you flee from the battlefield, if 
you are a militant working to liberate us, as you say? 


[Answer] You say I fled; I call it tactical withdrawal. I say 
that I went to get citizens opposed to the situation, so as 
to train them, and so that they might then take part in 
the war of liberation. As long as we in the mountains are 
against the existing situation, the people of the region 
must carry on the liberation operation. I know our region 
from the point of view of language, customs, traditions, 
and the manner of dealing with the citizens—which does 
not prevent the participation of people from other areas. 


[Question] In all frankness, are you convinced about 
what you are now doing? Is this the only way to solve the 
problems of the Sudan? 


[Answer] I say that if anyone rebcls or takes up arms, 
there are causes that led him to do so. The solution of the 
problem lies in treating those causes, rather than dealing 
with the results. 


Accusations solve no problem. Even the politicians now 
active in the political arena have previously accused us 
of lack of patriotism, of being agents, and of lying. But 
that has solved no problem. Looking at the motives and 
causes in a spirit of disinterestedness, rather than in a 
partisan or personal spirit, is the way to solve the 
Sudan’s problem. We are working for the Sudan. You all 
should know that we in the movement are not secession- 
ists, nor do we demand to be the first and last force. We 
demand the best solution for the problems of the Sudan. 
Our demand is not the removal and replacement of the 
existing authority. Were that the case, we should have 
accomplished nothing, since after a time another force 
would inevitably come and take our place. We are 
therefore striving for shared authority. 


We want peace. We want dialogue. At the same time, we 
reject “a dialogue of cunning,” in which one side tries to 
deceive the other and make it accept its conditions. 


Al-Sadiq says he successfully isolated the movement 
domestically when the political forces signed the charter 
he prepared (the Transitional Charter of the Sudan). He 
also says that he has isolated us internationally. We say 
that is nonsense. Our diplomacy is active, as indicated by 
what Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi said in Egypt. 


No one will be able to isolate us domestically, as long as 
there exists what they call a fifth column indicating the 
existence of support for us. If al-Sadiq al-Mahdi is really 
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a patriot, he should come down a bit from his ivory 
tower and deal with our statements on the basis of their 
being true. There is lack of consultation about represen- 
tation in the government. Are there not backward areas 
in which the authorities take no interest? Since the 
Sudan became independent, a class of masters has con- 
trolled our affairs. The citizens are divided into three 
grades: first, second, and third. We believe these things 
exist. We think the way out is to discuss them fully and 
clearly. 


The Khartoum government mistakenly announces that 
there are conflicts and splits within the movement. 
These are delusions. We know they are trying to split the 
movement, but cannot. 


[Question] Am I to understand from this that the gov- 
ernment is making attempts to split your movement? 


[Answer] Yes, there are plots today, and there will be 
plots tomorrow, but all of that is destined to fail, because 
Our consciousness is greater than that. If al-Sadiq 
believes he is talking to blocs with the old mentality, the 
mentality of those who run behind authority, he is 
mistaken. 


[Question] Honestly, can you guarantee that there are no 
people who run behind authority within your move- 
ment? 


[Answer] There may be two or three. As a movement, 
however, we do not accept that. We teach our fighters 
that there are no compromises that we accept on the 
basis of personalities and promotions, because this is not 
the movement of an individual. 


[Question] At least the final part of what you say is not 
completely true, since I know that John Garang is the 
military leader and political thinker. Indeed, the best 
known name of your movement is “Garang’s 
Movement.” 


[Answer] This is a trivialization of the movement that 
some people employ. There are other charges against the 
movement and its leaders—that John Garang, for exam- 
ple, is a dictator. But these are things that do not lessen 
our importance. We consult with our fighters in all the 
steps we take. Had the movement been that of one 
posh ag it would have ended; it would not have lasted 
years. 


To the people of Khartoum I say that if they think 5 
years are a long time, they are not. There are movements 
that have lasted more than 20 years and still continue. In 
my view, what the People’s Movement has accomplished 
in 5 years is greater than its age. Such an achievement is 
not accomplished by means of a one-man movement or 
by highwaymen. Had that been the case, such achieve- 
ments would never have been achieved. 
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[Question] Despite your claim to be struggling for liber- 
ation of the Sudan, your military behavior and positions 
have in general led to the growth of the idea among 
northern intellectuals that it is necessary to separate the 
South. What is your opinion about this? If it were to 
happen, don’t you agree with me that the cause of 
non-southerners like yourself would have been lost? 


[Answer] In the pasi, it was the movement that was 
accused of separatism. There is nothing in our charters 
about separation or a call for it. Instead, we have begun 
to hear about a call for separation emanating from 
certain voices in the North. We ask ourselves what is this 
South that you will separate, and where the separation 
will take place. At the old geographical boundaries of the 
South? If that happened, would it be the solution to the 
problem? What about us in the Nubah Mountains? 
Would we be separated with the South, or would we be 
left with the North? 


In any case, if the South is separated without the Nubah 
Mountains, that would confirm one result for us—that 
taking up arms realizes demands. That is a danger. It is 
encouragement to all separatist forces to work for the 
destruction of the country. It opens the door to groups 
from Darfur who believe that there are problems requir- 
ing solution in the Sudan and that one of their options is 
secession. There are also groups in the east of the Sudan. 
We would discover that the end result would be the 
fragmentation and collapse of the Sudan. There is a 
problem in the Sudan. We have demanded its solution 
and have struggled to that end. The alternative is that the 
Sudan remain in its old condition, with authority con- 
centrated in a handful of people, and the rest of the other 
problems. 


[Question] The call for separation did not come as a 
rejection of solution to the problems. It was a condem- 
nation of the way you follow in giving expression and 
making demands. Furthermore, who told you that the 
choice of armed demand was the demand of the masses 
of the Nubah Mountains? What I know is that they have 
their own political party represented in the Constituent 
Assembly. This party expresses their demands within the 
framework of the democratic system they have 
approved. 


[Answer] The formula of political action for the Nubah 
Mountains is not a new formula. The Nubah Mountains 
have been presenting their demands since 1964. What 
has been the result? 


They accused us of racism and put pressures on us. 
Racism in what? Because we said the mountains were 
backward and demanded an improvement of conditions. 


The political parties used to bring their deputies from 
Khartoum to stand for election in the Nubah Mountains. 
These imported deputies did not reflect the problems of 
the area, problems of basic demands. When the Union of 
the Nubah Mountains was established, they said we were 
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agents of Israel and exerted efforts to distort our image. 
Those people used to deal with the results, without 
looking at the causes. They did not ask why the Union of 
the Nubah Mountains was established, or why the Dar- 
fur Awakening Front and the Beja Union. Had they dealt 
with these causes, the present situation would not have 
happened. 


I was a member of the regional parliament. Whenever | 
spoke about the problems of the region, they accused me 
of racism. So I arrived at the conviction that it was 
necessary to take up arms, since political support by 
itself solves no problem. 


[Question] The problem is clear for me, Mr Kuwah. My 
question is as follows: There are two schools, one repre- 
sented by Philip Ghabbush on the one hand and by 
Amin Falin and his group on the other hand. You 
represent the second school. Do you believe these two 
schools complement each other and that there is har- 
mony between you? 


[Answer] What I say is that there have been attempts at 
a peaceful solution, but they did not lead to results. I 
therefore turned to bearing arms, because arms have 
registered positive results in the South and will lead to 
even more positive results in the future. Arms are not an 
end in themselves; they are a means. Politics are also a 
means to the same goal, though one should bear in mind 
that the sound of the rifle is louder than the sound of the 
voice. Their work is also important and is complemen- 
tary to our work. I hope you do not use this as an excuse 
to put them in jail. We are all working for the sake of the 
region; that is their method, and this is mine. 


[Question] If, as you say, the Popular Movement is 
working for the Sudan, why this narrow view? 


[Answer] The region is part of the Sudan. My view is that 
the treatment should be for the entire Sudan. You cannot 
separate the part from the whole, because the whole is 


composed of parts. 


[25 Apr 88 p 3] 


[Text] [Question] Despite what you say about the 
national character of the movement now, the tribal 
character—by which I mean specifically Dinka— domi- 
nates at the higher levels of the movement’s leadership 
and in its representatives outside the country. I know 
those who work in the London, Nairobi, and Harare 
offices, and even here in Addis Ababa. Don’t you agree 
with the view that the role of the presence of someone 
like you is limited to improving the image of the move- 
ment? Where is the real representation of the Sudan? 


. [Answer] There is real representation of the Sudan at the 
level of the fighters. They are present on the battlefield. 
Their not being represented in the high command is due 
to their late entry into the movement. 


28 
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From the historical point of view, the racial composition 
of the movement began with the 104th and 105th 
Battalions. Eighty percent of the men of these battalions 
were from the Nuer. When the split eventually took 
place, the majority in both groups was Nuer. In the 
leadership, there were Nuer and Dinka. John Garang 
and William Thon were in the first faction; ‘Abdallah 
Chol (Nuer) and Kwat Im (Dinka) were in the second 
faction. The latter formed the Anya Nya 2, which later 
ng an agreement with Numayri. These are historical 
acts. 


Afterwards came the Jarad group, most of whom were 
from the Bor Dinka. Then came the Mur Mur group, 
most of whom were from the Bahr al-Ghazal Dinka. 


If you counted the membership of the movement now, 
you would find that the majority are in fact from the 
Dinka tribe. In fact, most of the movement’s top-level 
commanders are from the Dinka tribe. A fact we must 
not forget is that the Dinka are a large tribe. Afterwards, 
large numbers came from Equatoria and thousands of 
others from the Nubah Mountains. When I was chosen 
for le. jJership, that did not take place because of the 
large number of the Nubah, but in order to represent a 
section of the Sudan. 


If we wanted to take a count of the movement now, we 
would find that the majority are from the Bahr al-Ghazal 
Dinka, and not from the Bor, as some suggest. 


True, most of those who supervise representation abroad 
are from the Dinka, but that does not mean preference or 
favoritism. In the administration of the camps, we take 
into account representation of all areas and tribes. In our 
diplomatic delegations, we take into account representa- 
tion of all regions. 


[Question] In my question, I meant representation in the 
movement’s high command. 


[Answer] Half of the movement’s high command is not 
Dinka—46 out of 12 members. A fact we must not forget 
is that five members of the high command founded this 
movement. 


[Question] Where are you in relation to the internal 
conflicts? With which of the wings do you side? 


[Answer] About what conflicts are you talking? 


[Question] The conflicts that led to the arrest of Carbino, 
and of L. Ukul after him. 


[Answer] Yes, Carbino has now been arrested; but who 
said anything about the arrest of L. Ukul? These are 
claims and lies that have been published in the Khar- 
toum newspapers and that have made us laugh a great 
deal. This movement is not the way some people picture 
it—a bunch of gangs eating each other up. When I 
arrived in Addis Ababa for the first time, some people 








JPRS-NEA-88-044 
22 June 1988 


portrayed this movement for me as if it were going to fall 
tomorrow. These are the notions of those who stand 
against the movement. If the situation in the movement 
were to reach the degree of conflict you speak of, I would 
leave it. 


[Question] Why did you arrest Carbino? 


[Answer] Carbino had ambitions of heading the move- 
ment. In order to realize his ambition, he began to 
exploit the tribal rift. We reject this. 


[Question] Isn’t this ingratitude on your part? How do 
you arrest the commander of the battalion that began the 
rebellion, or the real commander of the movement? 


[Answer] What does his being the real commander of the 
movement mean? This is not a sufficient reason for him 
to assume the presidency of the movement, especially 
when he wants to do so on a tribal basis. Why are we 
bearing arms now and fighting? I ask you to banish from 
your mind the notion that the movement is tribal, 
because that is government propaganda. 


This Carbino is a strange man. There is a system in the 
movement, and he is the second man. Why does he want 
to be the first man? We know that the government of the 
Sudan attempts to exploit men of this kind and use them 
to split the movement. 


[Question] Do you think the government lay behind 
what Carbino did? 


[Answer] Yes, and we have proof of it. 
[Question] Then the movement has been penetrated? 


[Answer] Why not? They may find a weak individual 
with whom one can strike a bargain. They tried it with 
me personally. They sent Ahmad Misu to me. He tried to 
win me over, but I refused. 


[Question] Why did you refuse? Was the offer not 
attractive, or was it because you were headstrong? 


[Answer] It was not a matter of being headstrong. I 
believe in what I am doing and in the goals of the 
movement. There is nothing that will make me change 
my Opinion. 


[Question] Does that mean that were it not for John 
Garang, there would be no Major Yusuf Kuwah? 


[Answer] By God, if we had been within the borders, I 
would have formed a movement by myself. Unfortu- 
nately, the Nubah Mountains are located in the center of 
the Sudan. 


[Question] What would you do if John Garang for some 
reason or another reached an agreement with the gov- 
ernment? 
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[Answer] I would remain here and form “People’s Move- 
ment 2.” I am certain that if the government responds to 
John Garang or detaches the South, that will provoke the 
other regions—Darfur, the (Angasna), and the Beja— 
and they will rebel against the government. When they 
come here, they will find Yusuf Kuwah waiting for them. 
We have already learned the way. By now they should 
know how a person gets out and meets us. They will 
come in. We know the way to get weapons and form our 
movement. 


[Question] What were the reasons for your joining the 
movement? Is there a story to it? 


[Answer] My sense of the backwardness from which the 
Nubah Mountains region suffers began early. We 
debated the subject when we were students in the uni- 
versity. It was our belief that we had to work for the 
development and advancement of the region. We orga- 
nized ourselves as an Organization. That was at the 
beginning of the seventies. Among the suggestions was 
that this idea should spread to other backward areas, 
such as Darfur, the South, and the East of the Sudan. 


These ideas continued to develop. The process was 
speeded by the behavior of the leadership in Khartoum, 
which paid no attention to problems such as these. When 
the People’s Movement arose and spread its ideas, | 
found they agreed with my ideas and theses and that they 
were the dream for which I was waiting. I believe force is 
a means, not an end. I am convinced that the existence of 
the movement has changed many of the concepts that 
were prevalent in the Sudan. For the first time, the 
Ummah and other parties have begun speaking about 
economic balance in the backward areas. Al-Sadiq has 
begun to represent Darfur and the other regions in the 
government. These are the reasons for my joining the 
movement. I arrived at the conviction that talk and other 
means do not work. Now I am trying force, and I am sure 
it will work. 


[Question] Did any person set forth the movement's 
ideas to you before you joined? 


[Answer] I discovered the movement’s program—the 
Manifesto—and became convinced by it. 


[Question] Where did you find the Manifesto? 
[Answer] In the Sudan. 


[Question] What is the story of the secret cells we hear 
you have planted in the Nubah Mountains? Is it true that 
you are going to lead the coming coup in Khartoum? 


[Answer] You at AL-RAYAH in particular write many 
untrue things. I think this interview will get you into 
trouble, because people suppose—according to what has 
been published—that I am now in Khartoum. 
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We shall come to Khartoum and enter it in broad 
daylight, either peacefully or with guns. We shall not 
enter Khartoum hiding or under cover of darkness. | 
believe in armed struggle, not in a coup. Only the former 
will achieve change. 


We are fighting an inferiority and a superiority complex. 
We feel inferior; but when we bear arms, we feel equality. 
There are people in the grip of a superiority complex, but 
who, when they hear bullets, feel weakness and inferior- 
ity Lg begin to come down. We want the sides to be 
equal. : 


[Question] But the process of social change is a very 
complicated process and requires a long time. It cannot 
be realized by the equality created by the sound of 
bullets. 


[Answer] For this very reason, I do not believe in coups, 
because they come between one day and the next. I 
believe in armed struggle. By the way, if the war of the 
Anya Nya | lasted 17 years, we are ready to fight for 
another 34 years. A coup is a change that takes place 
between one day and the next; it is not a real change. 
Armed struggle is what brings about real change. If we 
consider all the countries that achieved their indepen- 
dence through armed struggle, we find that after inde- 
pendence they realized their unity and advanced rapidly. 
The independence of the Sudan took place without that. 
Those who took power after the departure of the English 
were true heirs of the English. The problems therefore 
were not solved. No social or political change took place. 
Thirty-two years after independence, we remain at the 
same place where we were standing, despite the existence 
of human and natural resources and all the components 
of strength. 


[Question] Haven’t the wars drained and don’t they 
continue to drain the resources of which you speak? 


[Answer] War is a natural result of a minority’s control 
of authority and appropriation of the reins of power in 
the Sudan. 


[Question] But didn’t the first rebellion begin in 1955, 
before independence, and before the minority gained 
power and ruled the Sudan? 


[Answer] The rebellion had its causes and reasons. Let us 
look for the real causes. Brother, no person carries a gun 
in order to die silently. 


[Question] Then in your view everything going on in 
Khartoum— democracy, elections, and political par- 
ties—is empty talk and children’s games? 


[Answer] I am really amazed at what is going on now. 
Are we in the eighties, or have we regressed years? The 
same old game. What change has taken place? Al-Sadiq 
al-Mahdi has not changed, and the Mirghanis are still big 
shots. I think that until the word “‘sir’”’ ceases to be heard, 
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the Sudan will not move forward a single step. Even the 
elections of which you speak—how can they be honest, 
given the existence of sectarian loyalty? 


[Question] We in the Islamic Front believe the Sudan 
needs change that will realize development and equality. 
We have presented ideas for how to achieve this. We are 
against violence and against imposing a view by force. 
Have you read the documents of the Islamic Front? 
What is your view of the front? 


[Answer] I believe that religion belongs to God and the 
country belongs to everyone. That is my disagreement 
with the front, which believes in the unification of 
religion and state. In my opinion, religion is going to be 
an element of discrimination in the Sudan. 


[Question] Have you read the Sudan Charter presented 
by the Islamic Front as a proposal for how to govern the 
Sudan? 


[Answer] No, unfortunately. 


[Question] We will postpone discussion of this subject 
until you read this charter, since I think you will then 
probably change your mind. 


[Answer] I am not a fanatic, but there are areas in my 
thought that I cannot renounce. Among them is the 
noninclusion of religion in the state. The front demands 
the implementation of Shari’ah law in an area like the 
Nubah Mountains, where marisah [native beer] is an 
important element in all social occasions and in the 
ordinary life of the people. How can I allow that to 
happen? How can I force the people to change their 
life-style? 


[Question] Kuwah, you are working—and by force of 
arms—to change the economic and social system in the 
Sudan, because you think it is wrong; and then you come 
and take a stand against prohibiting alcoholic beverages 
in the Nubah Mountains! Is alcohol a factor in the 
growth and development of society, so that you defend 
it? 


[Answer] I am for warning the citizen and not forcing 
religion on him. 


[Question] What is your opinion about Sudanese politi- 
cal leaders? 


[Answer] In brief, I don’t like them, because they do not 
put the interest of the people and the nation above their 
partisan interests. 


[Question] Why do you take citizens prisoner? 
[Answer] We take prisoner those who supply the govern- 


ment with information. Not only that, we try them and 
execute them. 
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[Question] Then by the principle of reciprocity we have 
every right to execute your fifth column? 


[Answer] There is no fifth column and no need for one. 
This fifth column, what is its nature? What? 


[Question] Groups that carry information to you and 
work at sabotage and at frustrating endeavors. 


[Answer] They are not a fifth column. They are support- 
ers. They support us, like those who support you. Our 
ideas are on the table. In light of the democratic system, 
they are supporting ideas. 


[Question] Support against the legitimate government? 
That we do not accept. 


[Answer] What legitimate government? 


[Question] The legitimate government that we now 
accept in the Sudan and that we are working to develop. 


[Answer] Your acceptance of the regime is a forced 
acceptance. Do you think we rebelled without a reason? 


[Question] I see you confess that you rebelled! 


[Answer] I am a revolutionary rebel. I am working for 
change. You label the people a fifth column so that you 
can kill them. You look for justifications to get rid of you 
opponents. We find support, and from this support we 
derive our staying power. 


[Question] You continue to be the prime obstacle to the 
realization of peace. It seems your ambition to come to 
negotiations from a position of strength is the reason for 
that. 


[Answer] Who was it who was serious with us concerning 
the peace process? During the transition period, the 
military council spread many lies about contacts with us 
and about the steps he had taken in order to realize 
peace. His contact with us took place 60 days after the 
formation [of the government]. Lieutenant General 
Yusuf Ahmad Yusuf came to us. They were talking about 
peace, and at the same time they were preparing their 
troop concentrations; so the idea of negotiating from a 
position of strength is the government’s idea. After the 
government was formed, the political parties—I mean 
the Ummah Party— disavowed their agreement with us 
in Kokodam. For us, Kokodam was a necessary step to 
showing good intentions. But you abandoned it. We do 
not deal with people who are not serious. 


[Question] Abandoning Kokodam is not the view of the 
Ummah Party. The largest parliamentary blocs and 
political forces did not participate in those meetings. The 
provisions of the agreement are not acceptable to them. 
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[Answer] Al-Sadiq al-Mahdi wants the two of us to 
cancel Kokodam. We are not the only party to Koko- 
dam. This method of cancellation is a dictatorial one, 
and we are against dictatorship. 


[Question] But isn’t your insistence on Kokodam block- 
ing the peace process? 


[Answer] We do not insist on Kokodam. If all the 
political forces agree on cancelling it, we do not object. 
We need mutual trust and frankness in the exchange of 
opinions. I hope our press will rise to the level of 
responsibility and avoid the narrow, partisan view. I 
hope the newspaper that criticizes our party will be fair 
to its opponents, without slander and insults. 


[Question] If that is your view, why don’t you do that in 
your media? Why don’t you maintain objectivity and 
give others their due? 


[Answer] We may also be at fault on this point. But we 
were expecting people of principles and ideals—people 
like you—to act. We shall learn from you. 


[Question] If what you said about lack of the trust that 
would help achieve peace now is true, in light of the 
current military activity, do you think a military solution 
to this conflict is possible? 


[Answer] If the situation remains military in this way, 
yes. It will inevitably be decided, either for us or against 
us. Whether one wins the war or loses is a matter that 
neither you nor I decide. You are trying to do away with 
me; I am trying the opposite. 
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[Text] Groups of returnees from Garang’s movement 
have begun to be subjected to widespread personal 
intimidation and pressures on their families and chil- 
dren in the South because of retaliatory activity by 
elements of John Garang’s intelligence that have infil- 
trated into Khartoum. 


Information available to AL-RAYAH states that huge 
fines, amounting to 350 head of cattle for each gun, have 
been collected from some of these families as compen- 
sation for weapons the returnees have turned in. The 
possessions of other families have been looted, and their 
houses have teen burned. The wives and children of 
some returnees have been taken as hostages in the rebel 
camps. 
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Investigations by AL-RAYAH have revealed that a list of 
returnees’ names was turned over to leaders of the 
Mayan station of Garang’s movement— the station is 
located north of Gogrial in Bahr al-Ghazal Region. 


Regular reports reach this station from elements located 
in Khartoum. AL-RAYAH has the names of some of 
these elements and documents proving their involve- 
ment. 


AL-RAYAH has learned that these reports are sent by 
hand with certain citizens overland. In order to do this, 
they board vehicles from Khartoum to al-Ubayyid, and 
then proceed via South Kordofan to the Abyei area, and 
finally to Bahr al-Ghazal. 


AL-RAYAH adds that groups of Garang’s soldiers, espe- 
cially men from the Bahr al-Ghazal region, have begun to 
turn themselves over to the armed forces in various 
areas. To date, over sixty persons have turned them- 
selves in, including an officer with the rank of Ist 
lieutenant and others with the rank of 2d lieutenant. 
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Reasons for DUP-NIF Strife Explored 
45040129 Khartroum AL-ASHIQQA’ in Arabic 
19 Apr 88 pp 4-5 


[Text] Relations between the NIF [National Islamic 
Front] and the DUP [Democratic Unionist Party] have 
slipped into a deep abyss from which it is difficult to 
climb out. These relations began to deteriorate as of the 
time of the 1986 Constituent Assembly elections. The 
prime minister’s announcement of 15 March 1988 and 
the subsequent political contacts and maneuvers here 
and there have revealed the clear and obvious designs 
each party harbors for the other. 


The constant deterioration in the two parties’ relations 
does not negate the fact that the two parties’ leaderships 
have met frequently. But these meetings have totally 
failed to narrow the gap between them. Instead, the two 
parties have emerged from the meetings more convinced 
that their steps are moving farther apart, that their 
fundamental positions are diverging, and that the only 
— factor between them is suspicion and appre- 
nsion. 


Fundamental Causes of Strife 


There is no doubt that the two parties differ fundamen- 
tally in their view of affairs. A quick or preliminary 
glance at the two parties’ names can, for example, clarify 
one of the fundamental causes of the strife. The DUP is, 
as indicated by its name and its development, a unionist 
Arab party by all criteria. It is true that when this party 
was first founded, its leaders believed that unity with 
Egypt was possible and necessary. This view was objec- 
tive when measured by the criteria of the 1950's, when 
calls for unity between Arab countries with similar 
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circumstances, such as the Fertile Crescent countries, the 
Nile Valley countries and so forth, were launched. The 
firm relationship between the Unionists and the revolu- 
tionary Egyptian leadership which seized power in 1952 
had its effective impact on the thinking of the DUP 
leaders. They turned into Unionists leading the ranks 
calling for comprehensive Arab unity, and often taking 
revolutionary positions which are compatible with those 
* the Arab progressive forces and the national liberation 
orces. 


Their view of the African conditions was shaped by the 
fact of their Arab unionist affiliation. It was natural that 
the Egyptian leadership’s stance toward the Muslim 
Brotherhood groups would reflect on the relationship 
between the Unionists and the Islamists. 


On the other hand, the Islamists have not, since their 
emergence, separated the Arab unity issue from the 
comprehensive framework of Islamic unity. Rather, the 
Islamists consider Islamic unity the correct starting point 
for achieving Arab unity. 


This historical background, which has continued to form 
the pivot of the Middle East conflict since the early 
1950's, has had its impact on the thinking of the men 
who wish to steer the rudder of the two parties’ affairs. 


By virtue of its structure as a loosely knit middle-of-the- 
road party, tlie DUP has been abie to encompass most of 
the currents with which the arena abounded before and 
since independence. This is why the party has found no 
conflict between its principles and the demands of many 
of its important sectors that call for applying the Islamic 
Shari’ah, and why it has found nothing wrong in embrac- 
ing an Islamic constitution that calls for gradual appli- 
cation, taking Sudan’s economic and social circum- 
stances into consideration. By virtue of this same 
structure, the DUP has continued to cling to its declared 
position since 1968. Meanwhile, the NIF believes that 
the circumstances have changed and that application of 
the Shari’ah will not be met with the rejection with which 
the Unionists and others believe it will be met. The 
Unionists respond by saying that Sudan’s economic 
conditions do not permit discussing the border issues 
now and that establishing social justice after redistribut- 
ing the wealth vertically and horizontally is the sound 
basis for a sound application of the Shari'ah. 


Ever-Renewed Causes 


The 1986 elections helped widen the DUP-NIF rift. 
Those elections resulted in major NIF successes in 
districts which the Unionists had believed to be certain 
to be won by their candidates. The Unionists noticed 
that the success of the NIF candidates was not due to 
their large numbers but due to the election message with 
which the NIF appealed to the DUP masses in all their 
positions—merchants, employees, workers, and stu- 
dents. The NIF was able to attract broad masses consid- 
ered to be pro-DUP masses by adopting their special 
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problems which were generated by the uprising. For 
example, the NIF was the warm bosom welcoming the 
uprising’s wounded victims who had had no stake what- 
soever in the defunct regime. The DUP, the loosely-knit 
party with the ability to absorb these groups, steered 
away from these victims. People even saw how reluctant 
was this party to defend its own men who had been asked 
to participate in Numayri’s regime. The NIF went even 
further when it projected in the election campaign a 
program and an organizational structure reflecting the 
middle class’ aspirations. Thanks to that projection, the 
NIF was able to attract DUP voters. 


The NIF’s foreign movement has also annoyed the DUP. 
The Unionists have noticed concerted NIF effort in the 
Egyptian arena where the NIF has projected itself as a 
strategic ally. In moving toward Egypt, the NIF leaders 
have not hesitated to overlook the historical sensitivities 
and to even give the impression that no ties exist 
between them and the Egyptian Islamic groups. These 
leaders have even criticized the theories of some of these 


groups. 


Egypt has not been the sole target of the NIF’s move- 
ment. Despite the sharp ideological differences between 
the NIF and the Ba’thists, we have seen the NIF making 
serious efforts to establish strong relations with Iraq and 
to turn its back to Iran in spite of their warm previous 
relations. This means that the NIF has begun to rear- 
range the priorities of its foreign policy. This rearrange- 
ment undermines the DUP’s positions. The DUP’s 
annoyance stems from the fact that it is the only Suda- 
nese party (excluding the Arab ideological parties) that 
has been able to establish excellent Arab relations, rest- 
ing assured that its ally, the Ummah Party, does not wish 
to establish special Arab relations. 


Subsidiary Causes 


The NIF, discovering that it was able to attract with 
extraordinary ease important cadres considered to be 
pro-DUP people, has not stopped striking while the iron 
is hot. It has viewed the outcome of the current elections 
as the basis for preparing for the coming elections. In this 
regard, the NIF has moved in two directions: 


First, encouraging reluctant people who have joint polit- 
ical and economic interests with the NIF to abandon the 
DUP and join the NIF. Some DUP members have 
actually begun to do so, especially since they have 
noticed that the DUP does not plan to revise its posi- 
tions in the near future. 


Second, intimidation. The NIF has used this tool skill- 
fully in its various newspapers. It has not allowed a single 
negative detail pertaining to the DUP leaders to go 
unpublicized. 


Some of the NIF papers have specialized in bestowing 
nicknames on DUP leaders and in using these nicknames 
so extensively until they replace the real names. The NIF 
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has also kept an extremely persistent and patient watch 
on all the DUP leaders’ movements, neglecting noth- 
ing—not even their private lives. The NIF’s successive 
propaganda campaigns have left deep wounds in the 
body of the Unionist leaderships, and these campaigns 
have often obstructed the meetings of DUP leaders here 
and there. These papers have also gone so far in making 
unsubstantiated statements, and in engaging in unobjec- 
tive instigation, that they bring to mind the odious 
memory of the Sudanese and non-Sudanese sensational- 
ist press. 


These campaigns have never been stopped under the 
canopy of any reconciliation endeavor made in the past 
two years. The DUP leaders have felt that these cam- 
paigns ultimately seek to deprive the party of its leader- 
ship by either forcing them to retreat and withdraw, or to 
move closer or seek proximity to the NIF. The DUP 
leaderships consider these campaigns an attempt to 
harm and slight the status and history of the party and of 
its leaders. This has undoubtedly helped to widen the gap 
between the DUP and the NIF and to make dialogue 
between them difficult. 


The Razor Is Getting Close to the Neck 


When al-Sadiq made his well-known announcement on 
15 March 1988, the Unionists rushed to revive their 
contacts with the NIF under the canopy of “forming a 
national government.” In his turn and for his own 
reasons, al-Sadiq rushed to overcome this tactic by 
making a written agreement with the NIF to form a 
national unity government. The Unionists felt that mat- 
ters were moving contrary to their wishes, that the NIF’s 
entry into the government was about to become a reality 
based on the agreement with al-Sadiq, and that the 
following would materialize as a result of such a state of 
affairs: 


1. The next government will adopt the most significant 
points in the NIF program. 


2. The executive positions will be redistributed so that 
the NIF may get its share. 


3. The redistribution will be made at the expense of the 
Unionists’ positions. 


4. The NIF will break the blockade which the Unionists 
thought they had imposed on it regarding supplying 
services to their voters. 


What Kind of Future? 


The numerous abovementioned causes have created an 
immense barrier between the two parties. It is difficult to 
say that the current negotiations to reach a charter that 
unites the major parties in the assembly can eliminate 
this barrier. Crossing this barrier takes a long time. In 
this case, the desired crossing does not so much seek to 
achieve rapprochement as it seeks to enable the ship of 
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government to reach the shore of safety in the coming 
period. If both parties enter al-Sadiq’s next government 
with the same bitterness, apprehension, and suspicion 
that govern their current movements, then the govern- 
ment encompassing them will last no more than a few 
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Industrial Potential of Mineral Resources 


J . 
44040228B Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
23 Apr 88 p 7 


[Article by Marwan Darraj: “Our Earth Resources: From 
Relative Exploitation to Continuous Prospecting and 
Exploration”) 


{Text] Usable earth resources have been the cornerstone 
of peoples’ economic and civilizational development 
throughout history. Optimum utilization of these 
resources in the various fields of building construction 
and mining is the epitome of progress and civilization. In 
our Syrian Arab country, we have numerous different 
underground resources in the form of oil, gas and metal- 
lic and non-metallic wealth, some of which are being 
mined to some extent while others are still in the 
prospecting and exploration stage. In this report we will 
deal exclusively with hard earth resources through an 
interview held with Dr Fawwaz al-Rumani, assistant 
director general of the General Geological Institute. Oil 
and gas will be discussed in a future report. 


Hard Ore Minerals 


At the present time, based on established world stan- 
dards, usable hard ore minerals found within Syrian 
territory that are being mined or are under economic 
feasibility studies may be divided as follows: 


—Metallic ore minerals: iron; chromium; copper. 


—Non-metallic ore minerals: diamonds; sulfur; phos- 
phate; rock salt; gypsum; building construction and 
manufacturing materials, including limestone and mari, 
dolomite, clay, quartzite sands, triplite, asbestos, volca- 
nic tuff, basalt. 


—Penetrable hard ore materials; oil shale; asphalt; car- 
boniferous sedimentary rock. 


Now that we have shown how hard ore minerals are 
divided, we will try to offer information and some quick 
remarks about those mentioned above with an essential 
explanation of the significance of each of them. 
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Metallic Ore Minerals 


Geological research and investigative studies set iron ore 
reserves in the country at 400 million tons scattered over 
several regions, in addition to other deposits estimated 
at around 61 million tons. Technical and economic 
studies have been conducted on this ore, including 
determination of reserves, market studies, mining tech- 
niques, treatment and concentration operations and 
steel manufacturing. 


This study concluded that the use of blast furnaces with 
imported coal is essential. Study results show that the 
manufacture of domestic ores is technically and econom- 
ically possible and reasonably profitable. These results 
have been presented to the country’s higher authorities 
for appropriate action in terms of mining. 


Chromite 


Geological studies and mining operations point to the 
existence of hundreds of chromite ore lenticles in certain 
regions. The small size of the chromite particles notwith- 
standing, minerals of the technical ore type make its use 
in concentrated form possible in various industries. We 
must note here that the amounts of chromite ore in our 
country are limited and do not warrant its mining and 
concentration for export. However, large particles of this 
ore may be exploited to meet part of the domestic dyeing 
and tanning industry’s needs, provided that a simple, 
uninvolved and inexpensive process is used. We must 
note here that this mineral is still under research and 


study. 


Copper 


Expert studies conducted in the early sixties confirmed 
the existence of malachite ore in penetrable rocks con- 
taining copper oxides. Through work undertaken by 
national elements a few years ago, three new sites of 
copper deposits have been found. Some prospecting and 
mining work has been done and chemical analyses have 
confirmed that baggro and diabase rocks have a 25 
percent copper content, ranging from 2 to 14.6 percent. 
A systematic plan has been drawn up to intensify geo- 
logical, geophysical and geochemical studies to deter- 
mine the origin and extension of areas where copper is 
found and the amounts and economics thereof. How- 
ever, this metal has not yet been exploited. 


Non-Metallic Ores 


Diamond 


As a result of works and studies conducted in the last 4 
years, diamond-associated ores have been found and 
whole and parts of eight and twelve-sided diamond 
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crystals have been spotted in several locations. Explor- 
ative studies are still under way and some tests have been 
conducted (quasi-manufacturing tests with the hope of 
mining it in the near future). 


Phosphate 


Phosphate deposits of economic significance are concen- 
trated in the southern Palmyra Range. In some mines, 
phosphate layers are 7 meters thick and sometimes up to 
19 meters thick. Geological studies have uncovered 
phosphate ore reserves in several locations in the coun- 
try. One mine has an estimated reserve of 25 million 
tons, other reserves amount to 14 million tons and in 
some places, reserves are estimated at 244 million tons. 
It is common knowledge that phosphate production in 
our country has grown considerably in the last 10 years, 
beginning in 1980. Total production in 1986 amounted 
to about 1.6 million tons and current production is 2.5 
million tons. Thus, phosphate exports now represent an 
important source of hard currency for the country. Plans 
have been drawn up to raise phosphate production to 5.7 
million tons annually. Nonetheless, this production is 
plagued with certain difficulties such as the high water 
content of phosphate deposits and the presence of chlo- 
rine. This problem, however, has been solved through 
dehydration plants. 


Rock Salt 


Rock salt layers are found in several regions of the 
country with huge concentrations in al-’Arumashiyah 
where the upper layer is 9 meters thick with an average 
salt content of 96.13 percent. The second layer is 12 
meters thick with an average salt content of 93.76 
percent. Industrial reserves have been estimated in this 
location at about 84.5 million tons for both layers. Salt is 
also found in many other regions such as al-Tibni region 
where approximately 65 tons are mined annually. In 
addition, there are saltworks and salt lakes scattered 
throughout the country, including al-Jubul, Jayrud, 
Palmyra and al-Bawwarah saltworks. Pure salt obtained 
from these saltworks is used for eating and for industrial 
purposes if the salt is not pure, as is the case with the 
Jayrud saltworks. In addition, while prospecting for 
sulfur, several layers of salt, about 150 meters thick, were 
found in the al-Jazirah region. In recent years, salt 
production grew considerably, reaching | 13 million tons 
in 1986 compared to about 70 million tons in 1970. 


Gypsum 


Gypsiferous rocks are widespread in the northeastern 
regions. Gypsiferous sand deposits have also been 
sighted in the Jayrud region near Damascus. 


Gypsiferous rocks have been studied in numerous 
regions, al-Raqqah, Latakia and Jayrud in particular, to 
determine their industrial usability. These studies show 
that gypsum ore is available in amounts and varieties 
suitable for this industry (plaster of Paris, plasterboard). 
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Reserves of 27 million tons in Latakia, 10 million tons in 
Jayrud and large amounts in al-Raqqah, containing up to 
98 percent pure varieties, have been reported. In addi- 
tion to the aforementioned uses, gypsite and anhydrite 
rocks are used as ornamental stones in interior design 
due to their desirable colors and shapes. 


Sulfur 


Sulfur is used in a number of general industries such as 
the fertilizer and heavy chemical industry, the dyeing 
industry, the paper and rubber industry, the explosives 
industry, the mining industries, the food preservation 
industry and other sundry industries. Prospecting and 
exploration operations have been undertaken in the 
northeastern part of Syria, concentrating mostly on 
al-Hasakah Province. Studies and automated drilling 
operations have uncovered sulfur ore formations in the 
form of yellow porous sulfur crystals in limestone. Work 
completed at al-Buwayd uncovered a 185-210 meter 
deep sulfur bearing layer and several other limestone 
layers with a 12-22 percent sulfur content in some places. 
Onsite prospecting focused on the identification of sul- 
fur-bearing limestone layers and the percentage of their 
sulfur content. So far, sulfur formations have been 
discovered in al-Dibanah and the percentage of free 
sulfur in al-Buwayr is set at 0.8 to 22 percent. Drilling 
operations are still under way at the site with a view to 
determining its importance. ing and evaluation 
work is expected to be completed soon. Moreover, 
studies and automated drilling operations under way in 
the Ras al-’Ayn region point to the presence of signifi- 
cant amounts of sulfur deposits, most notably those with 
a high percentage of hydrogen sulfide and sulfuric water. 
In addition, beds in 40 other areas in northeast Syria 
possibly containing sulfur deposits will be studied in 
coming years. 


Building Construction and Manufacturing Materials 
Limestone and Marl: 


Limestone and marl are widespread in Syria and are 
found in most successive rock layers. Calcareous sand- 
stone is the oldest known limestone. The provinces of 
Aleppo and Hamah are known for their yellowish white 
clay limestone that is easy to extract, but hard and 
resistant enough to be used as building stone. Hard 
crystalline limestone is used in building construction and 
ornamentation and special varieties thereof are polished 
into marble. Studies also confirmed the existence of new 
and pure varieties of limestone suitable for the cement, 
the chemical and other industries in several regions of 
the country, particularly in the eastern Lebanon Range 
and the Palmyra Range in Aleppo, Idlib and the coastal 
areas. 


As for marl rocks and greensand limestone, they are also 


widespread and an important ingredient in the manufac- 


ture of cement. Moreover, marl and greensand clay 
deposits are found near al-Mayadin in Dayr al-Zur 
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Province. We would like to point out here that marl and 
greensand limestone are mined in large amounts by 
private sector quarries. In reply to a question about the 
reason the public sector has abstained from mining this 
mineral, it was said that this would be economically 
unfeasible. 


Dolomite: 


Dolomite is widespread in Syria in the Coastal, the 
Eastern and the Palmyra Ranges, in certain northern 
regions such as Jarablus and in northeastern regions such 
as Bukamal and al-Rasafah. Dolomite rock can be more 
than several hundred meters thick, up to 650 meters in 
the coastal mountains. These rocks are usually used for 
varisous building and construction work and the pure 
varieties can be used as furnace casings and as a smelting 
agent as well as in the manufacture of glass and chemical 
fertilizers. The General Geological Institute conducted 
an economic and technical study on the establishment of 
a dolomite fire brick industry with a view to limiting 
importation of heat-resistant stones used in the manu- 
facture of cement, steel and other materials. Tests show 
that material found in the country is adequate for this 
purpose but the output capacity needed to cover local 
market needs is small, about 10,000 tons, thus rendering 
the plant uneconomical because minimum output must 
be about 20,000 tons annually. Hence, this mineral has 
not been mined. 


Greensand Clay: 


Greensand clay deposits are spread throughout the coun- 
try and found mainly in lower cretaceous formation and 
are used in the manufacture of prcelain and ceramics. 
Moreover, laterite clay resulting from basalt exposure is 
used in the manufacture of bricks and in the Aleppo 
region (Tal Jamal) clay deposits known as bentonite are 
used in drilling fluids. In addition, numerous other clay 
deposits used in the manufacture of cement are also 


As for the most economically feasible clay beds, they are 
found in several regions. Clay deposits in the regions of 
al-Zabadani, Judaydah, Yabus, al-Kafir and al-Taktah 
are used in the manufacture of porcelain at the Hamah 
plant. Reserves in this region are set at 689,102.4 tons. 
Clay deposits are also found in al-Tayyas area which 
supplies the Hamah porcelain factory with 88,330.75 
tons. There are also the Palmyra clay deposits used in the 
manufacture of porcelain, ceramics, bricks and cement 
and the northeastern clay deposits, the most significant 
beds of which are located in al-Raqqah and al-Hasakah 
provinces. They are red in color and used in the manu- 
facture of firebricks. They are currently being mined by 
the Military Housing Establishment. In addition to the 
afore-mentioned areas, there are similar deposits in 
Idlib, Homs and al-Suwaydah that can be used in the 
manufacture of brick. 





Quartzite: 


Quartzite and quartzite sandstone is found in several 
formations in successive rock layers in Syria. They are 
between 15 and 25 meters thick and reddish in color due 
to their high iron oxide content which makes them 
unsuitable for use in the manufacture of glass. The most 
prominent quartzite beds in Syria are found in the 
following regions: 


Al-Qaryatayn region: This bed has a reserve of 50 
million tons and the annual consumption is about 
200,000 tons, part of which goes to the two glass factories 
in Damascus and Aleppo. Sand in this bed is of the finest 
quality ever discovered in Syria. 


Damascus region: Quartzite sands deposited at the foot 
of Abu ‘Ata Mountain and at al-Thanaya, al-Nabak and 
Yabrud, are used in building construction and the man- 
ufacture of cement. The Yabrud area has especially high 
quality varieties used in the manufacture of high-grade 
glass (crystal and optical glass). Sand in the said areas 
represents a relatively large reserve exceeding tens of 
millions of tons. 


Al-Bushari and al-Tabut Mountains: Sand in this region 
is not suitable for the manufacture of glass, but can be 
used to manufacture building materials. 


Al-Raqqah: Sand in this region is used in the manufac- 
ture of tile, porcelain and cement. Available figures 
indicate that this mineral has been mined in large 
amounts. For example, the 1979 production amounted 
to 73,000 tons and rose to 528,000 tons in 1986. 


Asbestos: 


Asbestos (amiantus) is used in the manufacture of pres- 
sure resistant-pipes and tinplates. Due to its importance 
to the domestic industry, the General Geological and 
Mineral Resources Institute conducted a study of asbes- 
tos deposits in Ra’s al-Basit area. These studies unveiled 
asbestos veins in rock fissures in the said area. This year, 
sites covered by the study have been explored and a new 
site, the “Kuwarah al-Dabba’” Mountain, was recently 
discovered. Samples taken from this site have been sent 
to Cyprus and Yugoslavia for technological and labora- 
tory analysis. In light of the results, the need for explo- 
ration and mining operations to meet the need for 
amiantus cement will be determined. 


Triplite: 


Triplite rocks, ranging in thickness from 4 to 6 meters, 
are found in the Palmyra Range where various geological 
studies have been conducted, including geological sur- 
veys and mine drilling. These studies confirm that these 
rocks are widely available in large quantities and chem- 
ical and physical specifications. Triplite is used in refin- 
ing Operations, that of liquids and mineral oils in partic- 
ular. It is also used in the manufacture of paint, paint 
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compounds and rubber; as an insulator in building 
construction; in the manufacture of special types of 
cement and heat-resistant material; and in the manufac- 
ture of porcelain. 


With regard to mining this mineral, technological tests 
and manufacturing specifications are under way. If eco- 
nomic and practical feasibility for the afore-mentioned 
uses is established, this mineral can replace numerous 
manufactured materials imported into the country for 
use in refining operations and for the manufacture of 
sulfur-resistant cement to meet the country’s needs with 


a possible surplus for export. 
Volcanic Tuff: 


Volcanic tuff is distinguished by its many uses as a 
building material substitute. The General 

and Mineral Resources Institute conducted an econom- 
ic-technical study to determine its ideal use, such as in 
the manufacture of tuff wool and prefabricated walls and 
light-weight hollow blocks and to supply cement facto- 
ries with volcanic tuff for use in the manufacture of 
bozoline cement. 


Studies have established the possibility of manufacturing 
said material with good specifications, for large amounts 
of this material are found in “Tal Shayhan” area and 
other areas in al-Suwaydah Province. 


Basalt: 


Due to the lack of limestone available for construction in 
the southern area, studies focused on finding a basalt- 
based substitute since basalt is abundant in these areas. 
The geological institute prepared an economic-technical 
study for mining basalt for use in building construction, 
widewalks and as railroad track gravel. The study found 
that using basalt stones in construction saves large 
amounts of cement and iron due to the fact that basalt 
walls are strong and sturdy. 


Combustible Ore Minerals 


Oil Shale 


Oil shale deposits are found in several most 
notably the Yarmuk Valley and al-Qalamun. oe 
deposits are also found in Dar’a where detailed studies 
have established the presence of oil shale in the area 
under study at the top and bottom levels. Top level 
reserves are estimated at 240 million tons. Oil shale is 
used in various fields, including direct combustion at 
power plants, extraction of industrial liquid fuel and 
production of various chemical materials used in the 
manufacture of various kinds of building materials. 
Preparations are currently under way for an economic 
feasibility study on shale oil in the Dar’a bed. 
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Asphalt 


Asphalt rocks are found in two main areas: Kafariyah in 
Latakia and al-Bushari Mountain. Detailed studies of 
the Kafariyah area conducted in 1985 concluded that the 
area had 16 million tons in grade-B reserves and one 
million tons in reserves of various other grades. 


As for the al-Bushari area, asphalt is found in two places: 
Wadi al-Qammar, which has a geological reserve of 
about 96 million tons, and Sha’fat al-Bushari. The geo- 
logical institute is in the process of conducting a new 
detailed study of asphalt to beef up the existing reserve. 


Asphalt rocks are used mainly in the manufacture of 
asphalt tiles, asphalt paper, insulating blocks used in 
road pavement and many other industries. This is in 
addition to its use in power generation. Large amounts of 
this ore were exploited in 1979 when 38,500 tons were 
mined. This amount dropped to 12,790 tons in 1986 due 
to a drop in the manufacture of asphalt-based commod- 
ities and the fact that it cannot be stored. As for asphalt 
putty, about 14,250 toas were produced in 1979 and 
7,990 tons in 1986. An economic and technical study is 
under way to develop and improve the quality of bitu- 
men-rich Kafariyah—al-Bushari asphalt for use in the 
manufacture of various kinds of paints and tiles. 


Carboniferous Sedimentary Rock 


These rocks have been found close to the surface in 
al-"Utaybah Lake area in Damascus. Preliminary stud- 
ies, including automated and mine drilling conducted in 
this area, uncovered these deposits and samples were 
collected to determine their thermal capacity. The 
results were as follows: 


The percentage of sulfur is between 2.3 and 6 percent 
and that of ash, between 14 and 40 with a thermal 
capacity between 230 and 1,800 kilograms. Based on 
available information, the entire lake area will be studied 
with a view to evaluating the availability of this mineral 
which is usually used for combustion, soil enrichment 
and other uses. 


in Conclusion: 


Attention must be called to the fact that the economic 
feasibility of any material can be determined by looking 
at it from the overall perspective of development in the 
country. 


For example, a substance like carbonaceous deposits 
may not be economical for combustion and power gen- 
eration in the classical sense or if compared to worid 
deposits, but they can be used economically in refining 
and soil enrichment operations and other economically 
profitable uses. The same thing goes for asbestos, triplite 
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and other materials that can meet the country’s needs for 
a certain period of time and, if properly used and 
exploited, can save the country much money paid out in 
hard currency. 


12502 


Writer Criticizes U.S. Peace Plan 
44040°28A Damascus AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 
30 Apr 88 p 3 


[Article by Muhammad Khayr al-Jamali: “Nothing New 


[Text] It is wrong to believe that American concern with 
the Middle East situation, that became manifest in the 
last 4 months via the shuttle trips a number of American 
officials (Shultz, Murphy and Habib) undertook ia the 
area, was spurred by the desire to establish a just peace in 
the region or is based on a serious new position on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict different from previous U.S. stances 
during the past two decades. This is evidenced by the 

of the current American concern with the 
Middle East situation and by the form and content of the 
American settlement based on this concern. 


Background of American Concern 


American concern with the Middle East situation is a 
sudden one dictated by the occupied homeland’s upris- 
ing as a new development representing a Palestinian 
national challenge of pan-Arab proportions to both the 
Zionist entity and the United States through a set of 
consequences and facts this challenge has so far engen- 
dered, the most salient of which are: 


First, refuting the notion of coexistence between Jews 
and Arabs in occupied Palestine, be they the Arabs who 
have been under occupation since 1948 or those who 
came under occupied in 1967, a fact made manifest by 
the uprising’s universality in areas occupied in 1948 and 
1967 and by raising the slogan of liberation, ee 
dence and the establishment of an independent Palestin- 

ian state. 


Even though many Zionist leaders are determined to 
ignore this fact in keeping with the passion for expansion 
and occupation dominating their way of thinking and 
behavior, their determination does not in any way 
change this reality. Indeed, this fact has prompted some 
of them to change their way of thinking, perforce depart- 
ing, however, from their concern for the future of the 
Zionist being. Perhaps Yahu Shaffat Harkabi, consid- 
ered one of the “hard-line” Zionists, is one of those 
leaders, for he admits to the difficulty of the occupation 
crisis growing out of the refutation of the coexistence 
notion, by saying: “The choice we face is not between 
good and bad, for any child can determine that. The 
choice is between bad and worse. Israel cannot dominate 
the Palestinians and we must recognize their rights to 
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political expression within their own entity, namely a 
state established on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 
Reality will compel Israel to withdraw from the occupied 
territories...” (Footnote 1) 


Second, refutation of the course of capitulation with all 
its intellectual and material pivots and all American and 
Zionis: hopes built on the possibility of popularizing and 
selling this policy at the Arab level as an alternative to 
the confrontztion and struggle trend. This fact has been 
manifested by the iact that the outbreak of the uprising 
has arrested efforts aimed at implement xg the policy’s 
Palestinian aspect by liquidating the Palestinian cause 
through post-Camp David negotiations. 


Third, disregarding the American role in confronting the 
conflict and exposing it for what it really is: a useless role 
in search of a just and lasting peace lacking efficacy and 
credibility and so biased toward the Zionist enemy that 
it has failed throughout its history to give any weight or 
consideration to the Palestinian Arab people’s inalien- 
able national rights which are the crux of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the central reason for the conflict’s rise and 


development. 


These and many other consequences arising from the 
Arab Palestinizn people’s uprising inside the occupied 
homeland have compelled the United States and Israel 
to view the uprising as the chief source of danger, both to 
American interests in the region and the future of the 
Zionist entity’s functional role and to the American 
surrogate regimes, such as the Egyptian and Moroccan 
ones, during the current state for one specific reason: the 
outcome of the uprising will have an immediate impact 
on the course of post-conflict events certainly not in line 


ing massive consultations with former secretary of state 
Henry Kissinger who originated the step-by-step doc- 
trine and in the wake of his shuttle tours prompted by 
conditions growing out of the uprising as he came to 
realize that Palestinian “violence” is not a problem for 
Israel alone, but rather for all parties to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. Here, we must examine closely the term, “all 
parties,” for this term has been used by Shultz to warn 
the Arabs against supporting the uprising and to goad 
them into flocking around any future U.S. initiative 
aimed at dealing with conditions emanating from the 
uprising. 


In view of this American attitude toward the uprising 
and by understanding it for what it really is: a sc. «rce of 
danger threatening American interests in the region and 
impeding Israel’s functional role of fulfiling its Zionist 
and imperialist tasks, the motives of American concern 
with the situa_ion in the region can be outlined in one 
single direction: to besiege the uprising and its immedi- 
ate consequences and to nullify its eficacy and impact 
on the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
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Based on this attitude, the United States formulated its 
settlement plan in the region through a set of ideas that 
brought nothing new save for more conspiracies against 
the Arabs, persistent denial of the inalienable rights of 
the Palestinian people, as a prelude to putting a stop to 
the uprising and liquidating the Palestinian cause, both 
people and land. A look back at the main points included 
in the American settlement concepts explains much 
about the secrets behind the new American conspiracy 
against the Arabs. 


American Settlemert Plan 


Based on leaked iaformation about Shultz’s latest two 
tours and the settlement proposals he carried with him, 
the plan carrying his name included a number of mea- 
sures, the most important of which are: (Footnote 2) 


First, the UN secretary general would call for an inter- 
national conference with the participation of the five 
permanent members of the UN Security Council as well 
as Israel, a Jordanian-Palestinian delegation and Syria. 
The permanent members of the UN Security Council 
would not be authorized to impose a settlement on the 
two parties. 


Second, during the international conference, bilateral 
regional committees, made up of Israeli representatives 
and a Jordanian-Palestinian delegation, would be 
formed to discuss details of phased settlements and to 
conduct direct negotiations on the nature of autonomy 
on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip. This would be 
a 3-year agreement to be implemented in February 1989. 
Should Syria join the process, a second bilateral Israeli- 
Syrian committee would be formed. 


Third, regional committees would operate for a period of 
6 months ending at the end of October 1988. 


Fourth, in exchange, in the month of October, the 
phased settlement would be put into effect by hoiding 
autonomy council elections ir the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip. 


Fifth, on 1 December, negotiations on a permament 
settlement would begin, to be conducted without any 
consideration to the level of progress reached in the 
phased settlement negotiations or the pace at which the 
settlement is implemented. 


Fundamental Observations 


A close examination of the American settlement’s fea- 
tures and trends, as contained in the Shultz paper, clearly 
evokes a set of observations that intersect at a single 
specific point which is that the new American settlement 
plan is no different than other previous American ones, 
such as the 1970 Rogers plan, aimed at putting a stop to 
the war of attrition against Israel; the Kissinger plan put 
forth in 1973 to absorb the October War’s consequences 
and impact on the Zionist entity and American interests; 
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and the 1977 Camp David plan and subsequent accords 
put forth with a view to fragmenting Arab confrontation 
with the Zionist plan and its alliance with the United 
States as a prelude to imposing capitulation on the 
Arabs. These observations are outlined in the tollowing 
points: 


1. The international conference, to which the United 
States has agreed, is a pro forma conference devoid of 
any content. It is nothing but a ceremonial ritual aimed 
at paving the way for direct negotiations between the 
Arabs and the Zionist entity and bearing false testimony 
to the results of these negotiations. This observation ts 
attested to by the fact that the United States made it 
conditional that the conference not be authorized to 
impose a settlement on the two parties, in accordance 
with Article I of the settlement. In so doing, the United 
States intended to obstruct any active role the interna- 
tional community may play in discussions aimed at 
finding objective solutions to issues growing out of the 
conflict because such a role and any possible vision for 
solving these issues would represent a clear contradiction 
to American interests and the settlement that guarantees 
the survival of these interests. This is made evident by 
the fact that active participation by the UN Security 
Council members in the conference affords the opportu- 
nity to discuss the Palestinian issue and see that justice is 
done to the Palestinian people, something the United 
States and Israel do not want because it takes the conflict 
back to its historical roots. In this regard, Yitzhak 
Shamir, the Zionist prime minister, said: “The interna- 
tional conference, based on the proposed criteria, will 
not advance peace a single centimeter, but rather would 
be used as a tool to pressure Israel and I do not agree to 
it.” (Footnote 3) 


2. Disregard for the PLO’s right to represent the Pales- 
tinian Arab people and speak for them despite the fact 
that this right has been guaranteed by the internationa) 
community that granted the PLO its observer status in 
the United Nations in its capacity as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people. Such disregard 
is evidenced by the fact that Palestinian representation 
has been confined to a joint Jordanian-Ppalestinian 
delegation, as stipulated in the same Artic'e I under the 
term “a Jordanian-Palestinian delegation,” most likely 
with the purpose of denying the existence of a Palestin- 
ian cause and a people that symbolize it. 


3. Fragmentation of issues arising from the conflict and 
reducing the struggie’s fundamental concept to regional 
matters, such as disputes over geographic boundaries 
among neighboring nations and peoples, in order to 
refute the conflict’s fundamental concept that it is a 
struggle for existence spurred by settlement colonialism 
marked by an ingrained tendency for expansion and 
replacement of an entire people on the ruins of their 
culture and civilization. This is the same trend stipulated 
in Article II of the settlement plan which called for the 
formation of bilateral regional committees to discuss 
details of phased settlements. 
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4. Disregard for the legitimate demands of the Palestin- 
ian Arab people and their inalienable national rights, 
foremost of which is the right to self-determination and 
the establishment of an independent state on their land, 
a right guaranteed by the UN charter and UN resolutions 
issued on the Palestinian question. This is attested to by 
the fact that when it comes to dealing with the Palestin- 
ian issue, the American settlement plan is based on the 
autonomy conspiracy which has been unanimously 
rejected by the Palestinian people in all its forms and 
details. 


Future Trend 


This plan, which by virtue of its provisions and orienta- 
tions is no diffrent from American settlement plans 
proposed during the last two decades, will continue to 
represent in form and content a fixed framework for any 
future American settlement plan, even under a new 
American administration. For America’s interests and 
strategic alliance with Israel always presuppose the exist- 
ence of plans that do not depart from the framework of 
a settlement based on continued support for Israel and 
firm denial of the national and pan-Arab rights of the 
Arabs and the Palestinian people. This is made most 
evident by a report (Footnote 4) put out by a group of 
American experts outlining the course of the next Amer- 
ican administration’s policy, as follows: 


—The United States must dictate the detaiis of the 
settlement and must immediately embark on the peace 
process as soon as the next president is installed, on the 
basis of “peace in exchange for territories.” Consider 
carefully the use of the term “territories” instead of all 
territories! 


The absence of a political initiative may lead to a war 
between Israel and Syria, thus exposing American inter- 
ests in the area to danger. 


—dAn international conference is not the desired tool but 
there is no better alternative. 


—The Palestinians rust be represented by spokesmen 
chosen by them. This represents a rallying around PLO 
representation of the Palestinian people. 


—Palestinians in the occupied areas during the phased 
period would, in the interim, benefit from diminished 
Israeli military presence in heavily populated areas. 


—Syria must benefit from participation in the peace 
process. This view, stated in the American report, was 
expressed with utmost clarity by the American assistant 
secretary of state Richard Murphy when he said: “The 
American initiative is not open to changes and through 
our contacts with the various countries, we are actually 
studying various ideas. However, there will be no change 
in the principles that form the basis of the initiative.” 
(Footnote 5) 
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Hence, the only conclusion that can be derived in light of 
the details of the American settlement plan is that this 
plan, it its entire content, is nothing but an American 
attempt earnestly striving to save Israel from its current 
ordeal with the uprising and from future threats to its 
being. George Shultz, the American secretary of state 
who tried to wrap his plan with a peace endeavor, does 
not ignore this fact, for he says: “Israel must focus on the 
fact that a very large clock is clearly ticking like a 
demographic time-bomb’’, meaning the Palestinian peo- 
ple and their uprising, “‘and it is necessary to tackle the 
problem one way or another. It is imperative that this 
not be ignored and that steps taken in preparation for 
peace are most important and must be implemented. 


“Israel is the one that stands to profit from peace 
economically and in terms of security.”(Footnote 6) 
Shultz failed to realize, however, that his equation for 
the Arab-Israeli conflict remains a hypothesis lacking the 
most elemental proof of validity in the face of unequiv- 
ocal Arab rejection. 


Footnotes 


1. The HERALD TRIBUNE, 11 Mar 88, quoting Amer- 
ican writer Anthony Lewis. 


2. HA’ARETZ, 6 March 88. 

3. Ibid, 11 Mar 88. 
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5. Ibid, 18 Feb 88. 

6. Op. cit. HA’ARETZ, 6 Mar 88. 
TUNISIA 


Minister of Economy Discusses New Policies, 
Maghreb Integration 
45000092 Limassol MEMO in English May 88 pp 9-11 


[Interview with Minister of Economy Slaheddine Ben 
Mbarek by Al-Arousi Al-Amri, date and place not given] 


[Text] Economists have always occupied a prominent 
position in Tunisian political hierarchy. Suffice it to 
remember that two economists have already attained the 
premiership: Mr Hadi Noueira who left his mark on 
—s policies during the seventies, then Mr Rachid 
Safar. 


In turn, Tunisia’s present minister of economy, Mr 
Slaheddine Ben Mbarek, enjoys the reputation of an 
efficient economist who kept away from political strug- 
gles that shook Tunisia during the last 20 years. Thus, his 
appointment to this position was in recognition of his 
honesty, experience, and profound knowledge of eco- 
nomic issues, whether local or in relation with Arab and 
foreign partners. 
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[Question] Did the 7 November change bring about a 
new economic outlook, or are Tunisia’s present eco- 
nomic policies a mere continuation of the Bourguiba 
line? 


[Answer] There is a new outlook, and a new philosophy 
in the economic domain since 7 November. This view 
could be summarized by the liberalization of the econ- 
omy—and, most important, determining the means to 
achieve this liberalization without prejudicing national 
production, and foreign trade balances. 


This new orientation enjoys the confidence of both local 
and foreign investors alike, which is quite important 
after the (pre-7 November) crisis characterized by the 
decline of investments, and the lack of sufficient means 
to reactivate the economic cycle. Thus, our first task was 
to recuperate this confidence through adopting eco- 
nomic regulations and administrative measures neces- 
sary to reactivate the economic cycle, and to encourage 
investments, especially in sectors of high integration 
ratio, that is of better competitiveness in the export 
markets. The new president of Tunisia has signed the 
measures necessary to liberalize the economy, limit the 
adverse effects of (bureaucratic) routine, and remedy 
consumption policies. 


Thus, the series of customs and taxes exemptions, and 
the new banking measures, are likely to have positive 
economic and, most important, psychological effects. 


The new regime has created a new impetus through 
measures to encourage individual initiative and indus- 
trial creativity. The new authorities are willing to pro- 
vide the necessary conditions for the success of new 
investments—that, in the interest of the national econ- 
omy, and employment. Our economic philosophy today 
is based on the slogan: yes to a free and dynamic 
economy, without any prejudice to social achievements. 


[Question] Some observers claim that the liberalization 
measures were adopted under pressure from the Worid 
Bank and the IMF. Would you confirm, or deny, such 
claims taking into consideration the adverse effects of 
liberalization on economic balances? 


[Answer] Our liberalization policy is the frame through 
which we intend to implement a global reform program 
that goes further than foreign trade, and international 
competitiveness considerations. Our objective, in addi- 
tion to the increasing and progressive liberalization of 
the economy, is to provide the conditions that would 
allow the domestic trade and the consumers market in 
general to provoke a new economic dynamism liable to 
attract local and foreign investments, that would give 
rise to new industries and more employment. 


The liberalization of our economy in its different sectors 
(investments, consumption and foreign trade) would 
provide it with the flexibility and efficiency that repre- 
sent the basic conditions to improve both productivity 
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and quality. Another advantage is that liberalization 

would force us to engage in the universal struggle for 

competitiveness. For growth cannot be attained by clos- 

ing borders. It is only attained through providing the 

conditions of economic progress—through exchanges, 

— and the acceptance of the laws of supply and 
emand. 


We have provided our economy with the necessary 
conditions to engage in the stage of free competition. 
Thus, the tax system was revised. Exemptions from 
certain duties were approved. This was accompanied by 
the lowering of stamp duties, and the simplification of 
bureaucratic procedures. All of these moves should pro- 
vide a better protection for national production, and 
promote exports. 


Further, certain public enterprises are to be denational- 
ized. This would lessen the burden supported by the state 
and the people, put an end to the policies of state 
subsidies and favour efficiency. In this context, it should 
be noted that many public enterprises which never 
achieved their production goals, still exist through state 
subsidies alone. The liberalization policy is thus 
intended to favour economic feasibility. The sectors 
directly affected by denationalization operations include 
tourism, textiles, construction materials, and commerce. 


All such measures are one hundred percent Tunisian. 
And all have been decided by the new regime. It is 
noteworthy, however, that our reform program has had 
favourable echoes in world financial circles, including 
the World Bank and the IMF who provided their assis- 
tance. Yet, such positive reactions do not imply that we 
are applying policies decided on our behalf. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the realities and per- 
spectives of common economic action in the Maghreb? 


[Answer] Let us start with the perspectives, which are 
considerable and beneficial for the five countries con- 
cerned. For, united, we represent an important human 
and political bloc on the international level, which is why 
we are for any rapprochement. 


In fact, the world is progressing towards more integra- 
tion. That would be the case of Europe as of 1992. 
Similarly, the Arab Gulf countries have taken the first 
steps in this direction. We wish them good results in 
their integration efforts. The same could be said of Asia, 
Latin America and Africa. The only remaining area 
whose characteristics favour integration is the Mag- 
hreb.... 


We believe that integration is indispensable. It would 
promote trade exchanges, and provide incentives 
(through a larger market) to industrial projects whether 
by the private or the public sector. It is no secret that 
many Tunisian projects were not realized because they 
lacked a sufficient market. Certain projects were not 








JPRS-NEA-88-044 
22 June 1988 


feasible even on a Maghreb level. Yet, many projects 
would be feasible in a Maghreb whose population should 
attain 100 million inhabitants by the end of the century. 


The Maghreb’s resources are complementary whether in 
the domains of energy, agriculture, light and heavy 
industry, sea ports and geography. Thus, North Africa 
has all the means of effective economic power through 
integration. 


It is noteworthy, to point out, that entities like the EEC 
prefer treating with Maghreb countries as a bloc. 


[Question] Leaving such perspectives aside, what about 
the present situation? 


[Answer] Tunisia is making every effort to develop 
bilateral relations with its neighbours. It will persist in 
this policy until such could be replaced by trilateral 
and...multilateral relations.... Global indusirial accords 
have been signed with Algeria, with which we have 
started eight joint ventures including the “Firyana” 
white cement factory, etc.... Joint ventures with Algeria 
include the gas pipeline project. On the other hand, our 
trade exchanges with Morocco have doubled in 1987, in 
comparison with 1986. Our trade relations with Mauri- 
tania are, also, excellent. Now that our political relations 
with Libya have been normalized, we are making efforts 
to consolidate economic and trade cooperation with that 
country. The recent visit of Tunisia’s prime minister to 
the Jamahiriya (to prepare the meeting of the joint 
economic committee) is an example of our intention to 
make further progress in the domain of economic coop- 
eration. 


[Question] Does this orientation include the Arab Orient 
which complements the economics of the Maghreb, as 
well as facing this same challenge? 
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[Answer] After Algeria, the first state visit undertaken by 
President Bin Ali was to Saudi Arabia. This was the first 
visit on such a level for 25 years. This indicates that our 
current policies accord a priority to relations with Arab 
countries. It should be mentioned that President Bin 
Ali’s visit to Saudi Arabia had been successful on all 
levels. Cooperation is certain to go further thanks to the 
directives of H. M. King Fahd and President Bin Ali. I 
have recently signed an accord allowing for more com- 
modity exchanges between the two countries. 


Moreover, Saudi Arabia is to grant Tunisia some eco- 
nomic aid to face emergency situations (such as drought, 
and the invasion of locusts). 


On the level of multilateral relations, the Arab league has 
called for a forum, to be held in autumn, on Arab 
investments in Tunisia. A previous forum had been 
organized by Tunisia, 6 months ago, to discuss possibil- 
ities of Saudi investments in the country. To encourage 
this orientation, we have adopted a new investments law 
(1987) that includes procedural and administrative facil- 
ities destined to attract Arab capital. It should be noted 
that Tunisia offers unique advantages to investors in 
such sectors as industry, agriculture, tourism and inter- 
national commerce. This should be appreciated above all 
by Arab investors. 


We hope that Arab businessmen will prove receptive to 
cur propositions, especially that our current 5-year 
development plan envisages a total of $900 million of 
investments, or $180 million per year. Most of these 
investments shall be undertaken by the private sector— 
an interesting point of view for foreign investors. 


in any case, Tunisia is ready to adapt its economic laws 
with a view to taking any new developments into con- 
sideration. 
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Czech Youth End Visit; Cooperation Protocol 


147c¢ Kabul THE KABUL TIMES in English 
9 May 88 p 4 


[Text] A delegation of the Union of Czechoslovak Social- 
ist Youth led by its Central Committee Secretary, that 
had come here at the invitation of the Youth Central 
Committee of Afghanistan, left Kabul yesterday. 


At the Kabul airport the delegation was seen off by 
ae of the Central Committee and authorities of 
A. 


According to another report, Najmuddin Kawyani, 
member of the Politburo and secretary of the Central 
Committee of the PDPA, yesterday received in his office 
the Czechoslovak delegation. 


Present at the meeting were Farid Ahmad Mazdak, first 
secretary of the Central Committee of DYOA, and 
Bhuslav Handle, Czechoslovak ambassador in Kabul. 


Views were exchanged on matters of mutual interest. 
Farid Ahmad Mazdak also met the Czechoslovak dele- 
gation. Also present at the meeting was Bhuslav Handle, 
Czechoslovak ambassador. Further cooperation between 
the youth of two countries was on the agenda of the 
meeting. A protocol was signed between the DYOA and 
the Union of Czechoslovak Socialist Youth for 1988- 
1990 on the Afghan side by Daoud Mazvar, secretary of 
the DYOA, and on the Czechoslovak side by the head of 


the delegation. 
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Youth Join Army 
46000147b Kabul THE KABUL TIMES in English 
8 May 88 p 2 


[Text] Over 1,100 youth of Kabul city have joined the 
armed forces of the Republic of Afghanistan and pledged 
to work for ensuring peace in the region. 


BIA reports that the voluntary recruitment of youth to 
armed forces continues. 


More than 2,670 youth have registered their names for 
army service during the last month with the military 
commissariat in Kabul. (BIA) 
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DYOA Institute Trains Young Cadres 
46000147a Kabul THE KABUL TIMES in English 
6 May 88 p 4 


[Article by Nezam] 


[Text] The setting up of the young cadre institute of the 
Central Committee of the DYOA is among the steps 
taken since the April Revolution to promote youth 
training and development. 


The institute was set up as per a resolution of the 
Politburo of the PDPA CC in 1983. The main purpose 
behind it is the training of youth for the DYOA and 
Pioneers’ Organization of Afghanistan, the vice presi- 
dent of the institute said. The institute imparts training 
in social sciences and specialization. Short term courses 
are conducted for specialization. 


Training cadres for rural areas is another important 
activity of the institute. The activities of the institute are 
not limited in Kabul only, but extends to provinces also. 


Sectional departments of the institute now function in 
Balkh, Kandahar and some other provinces. Short term 
courses are also conducted by the institute in villages 
where cadres are trained as activists of the DYOA and 
POA. Over 430 students have so far completed the 
courses, the vice president added. 


The students of the institute visit cultural, construction 
and production establishments as well as armed forces 
units. 


They also join construction brigades in their vacations. 
Our construction brigade won the honorary banner 
among other brigades. 
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Swedish Support of Mrjahidin Decried 
46000149 Kabul THE KABUL TIMES in English 
12 May 88 pp I, 2 


[Article by Abdul Haddi Haddi] 


[Text] The daily MUSLIM OF PESHAWAR has 
reported in its issue of April 21 that Mrs Lena Hijelm- 
Wallen, minister of development aid, had talks on April 
19 with Guibuddin in Peshawar. Mrs Hjelm-Wallen said 
that her country would welcome the establishment of a 
Mujahidin office in her country. This statement of the 
Swedish minister enables Gulbuddin to extend his beg- 
ging to more doors and to keep the flames of fratricidal 
war ablaze in our country. The statement of Mrs Hjelm- 


——Wallen has evoked the wrath and anger of our people. 


Whom are Sweden and other imperialist countries help- 
ing in the name of Islam and calling representatives of 


Afghan people? Gulbuddin is now utterly isolated from 
the people as well as the refugees in Pakistan who are fed 
up with his despotism and cruelty and want to return to 
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their country. They hate him. To understand this, it is 

to have a glance at the past of this mercenary 
who has shamelessly styled himself as the ‘upholder’ of 
Islam. Gulbuddin, son of Qadir Chunta, lacks national 
identity. Long years before the victory of the April 
Revolution he had stood against the interest of the 
people of our country and engaged in terrorist activities. 
His anti-Islamic and inhuman activities won him noto- 
riety. He has always hatched, in collaboration with 
foreign intelligence services conspiracies against our 
people and country. It is well known that U.S. imperial- 
ism and its intelligence organizations employ notorious 
persons like Gulbuddin who can implement their hei- 
nous designs against our country. Thus Gulbuddin was 
introduced by the then minister of information and 
culture to the U.S. embassy. This was for establishing for 
him direct and regular relations with U.S. imperialism. 
After his anti-Islamic and extremist group was formed, 
he started to mercilessly loot and murder our people. 
Later he fled abroad from where he organised destructive 
activities against the country and since then has 
remained hostile to the people and the homeland. Gul- 
buddin has received huge rewards in cash and kind from 
his masters for shedding the blood of and robbing our 
people. He has thus saved money in foreign imperialist 
banks including the Habib Bank of Pakistan. The United 
States grants Gulbuddin 30,000 rupees monthly for 
every bullet which he and his accomplices fire to kill our 
innocent fellow countrymen. His other expenses are also 
financed by U.S. imperialism. Further, he uses the 
Afghan refugees in Pakistani camps as commodities for 
his political trade. He has purchased 120 transport 
vehicles and is now a shareholder of a factory for 
polishing lapez lazuli north of Peshawar, and a factory 
for processing heroin in Pakistan. He owns two labora- 
tories for refining hashish and opium as well. The daily 
JANG of PAKISTAN reports, quoting informed sources, 
that Gulbuddin who is one of the leaders of the so-called 
Mujahiddin has purchased for 75 lakh rupees a palace in 
the university area of Peshawar from a retired commis- 
sioner of Mardan. The question arises, how he has got all 
this money. The answer is clear—there is no other 
source, but robbing the people and trading on Afghan 
refugees to receive funds from the CIA. All these deter- 
mine the notorious identity of this known mercenary 
and criminal. The Swedish authorities who have shown 
readiness to open an office of ‘Mujahiddin’ in their 
country are in fact toeing the line of interference n the 
internal affairs of the Republic of Afghanistan and 
keeping the undeclared war going in our country. Now 
when the policy of national reconciliation with all its 
dimensions is being persistently implemented in Afghan- 
istan and the Geneva accords have heralded peace for 
our country, it is strange that a country like Sweden 
should embrace Afghan extremists like Gulbuddin Hek- 
maatyar. It helps them against an independent country 
and renews hope for the dying force of the extremist 
bands to commit murder. The people of Afghanistan 
who hate war and bloodshed and are tirelessly striving 
for restoring peace through national reconciliation and 
the Geneva accords, severely condemn this act of the 
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Swedish government. Our people are convinced that any 
attempt of the extremist leaders like Gulbuddin to 
Challenge peace is doomed to fail. 
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Over One Billion Afs Credit Advanced to Private 
Sector 


46000148a Kabul THE KABUL TIMES in English 
6 May 88 p I 


[Text] To maintain essential supplies and price stability 
the government advanced 1.! billion Afs last year on 
easy terms to joint stock companies, individual traders 
and enterprises. 


The said assistance was utilized to import tea, soaps, 
ghee, chicken, meat, cloth, edible oil, vehicles, etc. 


During the same period, a sum of 800 million Afs credit 
was recovered from traders and joint stock companies. 
(BIA) 
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Health M Plans To Rebuild Clinics 
46000148b THE KABUL TIMES in English 
12 May 88 p 1 


[Text] Four main health clinics and 10 subsidiary health 
clinics were rehabilitated last year in the centre and 
provinces of the country. 


A spokesman of the Ministry of Public Health said to a 
BIA reporter: “Rehabilitation work of 40 main health 
clinics was started last year. Till now the work on 
Zekrullah-i-Shaheed health clinic in Jauzjan province, 
Wakhan and Darwaz health clinics in Badakhshan prov- 
ince, and health clinic of Greshk has been completed, 
and they have started functioning.” 


The source added, “In the 9-year old imposed war in our 
country 113 main health clinics were damaged. Of them, 
88 main health clinics have, so far, been rehabilitated in 
the provinces. 


it is planned to establish 15 main health clinics and 12 
subsidiary health clinics in the centre and provinces of 
the country to render health services to the people. 


As part of the development plan of the Ministry of 
Public Health in 1367 (1988) 12 health clinics will be 
rehabilitated, works on last year’s 20 health projects, 14 
new health projects and health institutions will be estab- 
lished. It is also planned to replace at a cost of 50 million 
Afs medical equipment in hospitals. 


Now 69 hospitals, 5 polyclinics, 34 mother-and-child 
care clinics, 55 family guidance association clinics, 51 
health clinics in schools, 20 health clinics in production 
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institutions, 20 blood banks, 64 x-ray centres, 122 main 
health clinics and 7 subsidiary health clinics are func- 
tioning all over the country,“ he concluded. 
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IRAN 


Rafsanjani on Elections, Toxins, War, Other 


46400121a Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 
25 Apr 88 p 1 


[Interview with Majles Speaker Hashemi Rafsanjani by 
Italian TV Network Two and LA STAMPA; date and 
place not specified] 


[Text] Last week a reporter from Italian television Net- 
work Two and a t from the Italian newspa- 
per LA STAMPA interviewed Majles Speaker Rafsan- 
jani. 


During this interview, Hojjat ol-Eslam val-Moslemin 
Hashemi Rafsanjani gave answers to tens of questions 
presented to him. The complete text was made available 
to us for publication by the Majles public relations 
service, and is presented for our esteemed readers below. 


[Question] Concerning the war issue, behind you is a 
poster showing Imam Khomeyni’s remark, “We are 
victorious.” This is a war that has divided the Muslim 
world and left many dead. 


[Answer] In any case it is a war that was imposed on us; 
we did not want such a war to occur. They imposed the 
war on us when we were not prepared and had just had 
the revolution. There was neither a revolutionary guard 
nor an army. We regret the casualties this war has had 
and will have, but a huge price must ultimately be paid to 
obtain justice and procure rights. 


[Question] The split that has developed among the Arabs 
was created by the war, and continues to intensify. Can 
this breach be closed? 


[Answer] We think we will be good friends with the 
Arabs the war ends, just as we are now good friends 
with some Arab nations such as Syria and Libya, as well 
as some other countries. We have no designs on Arab 
land, but we can support them with the problems they 
have. Then they will be satisfied and understand that 
Saddam was a problem for them. Then the road to unity 
will be open. 


[Question] The Arab nations think that Iran cannot be 
trusted. They remember that 10 years ago you said “We 
have woven a net that will envelop the world”, and this 
is the reason they cannot trust Iran. 
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[Answer] That “net” of ours is in their interest. Our 
slogan is that the nations should be free and indepen- 
dent, and nct under the dominion of the imperialist 
powers. We are prepared to help our neighbors to this 
end. Very well, if they are worried about this, they 
obviously do not have good intentions; we think that if 
there is anxiety over this matter it is misplaced. 


{Question} There is truth in their claim that Iran is 
expansionist, not with regard to land and territory, but 
with regard to ideological and cognitive principles. This 
is shown by the Hezbollahis of Lebanon, aid to the Kurds 
of Iraq, terrorist incidents, as well as the recent Kuwaiti 
airliner hijacking episode. 


[Answer] We want Islamic thought to prevail in the 
Islamic nations. Yes, we truly think that the salvation of 
Muslims will be achieved through the dominance of 
Islam. However, we will not do this by force, for we want 
them to be convinced themselves that this is their 
salvation and happiness. If they are not convinced, we 
will not use force. In Lebanon, those people who are 
convinced are fighting. 


We are opposed to the terrorist incidents in this area. We 
ourselves suffer more than anyone else from terrorists. 
We have lost many of the great personalities of the 
revolution to assassinations, such as Martyr Beheshti 
and many others, as well as Martyr Raja’i and Martyr 
Bahonar, as you surely know. As for the matter of 
hostage taking, the Western vations have had more 

taken in Lebanon than anyone else, and they are 
still entangled there. You know of the bombings as well; 
they have hijacked our aircraft in Iran and continue to 
do so. Naturally we are opposed to this recent hijacking 
incident, and others like it. The only thing we did was to 
release a number of passengers without getting anything 
in return. It is a sign of their ignorance that, instead of 
thanking us for our service, they accuse us again, to make 
us regret and not give any help in the future. 


[Question] So why has Arafat, leader of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, accused you time and again, 
even in the recent incident pertaining to the hijacked 
Kuwaiti airliner? 


[Answer] Ask him the question. They themselves accuse 
others, but we make no accusations. However, we actu- 
ally think that this aircraft was hijacked to eclipse the 
propaganda against Iraq concerning the city of Halab- 
cheh, and they ey will not allow this incident to end. They 
continue to prolong it to create more news and headlines 
about this subject. As for the mining incident that took 
place recently in the Persian Gulf where an American 
ship struck a mine, we think this incident was created to 
prevent the removal of European mine sweepers, which 
were about to leave. The event was attributed to us, but 
others reached this conclusion because we have few 
propaganda resources. Naturally we suffer in this way. 
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[Question] Then what is your country’s position regard- 
ing the Palestinian question? Do you accept Arafat? 


[Answer] We accept the struggle of the Palesiinian peo- 
ple. We support anyone in Palestine fighting to save his 
country. We do not accept the current notion of compro- 
mise, where they think they can obtain the rights of the 
people of Palestine through negotiations. We do not 
accept anyone who works in that direction. Of course 
this is our view, and in practice we support the Palestin- 
ian fighters. 


[Question] Then, in your view, which of the Arafat 
activities are constructive? 


[Answer] I don’t want to go into details. In general | 
think that with regard to talks nothing will come to the 
Palestinians now unless they make advances through 
struggle, in which case of course new conditions would 
arise. Israel, as we know, will never under any circum- 
stances give up Palestinian land. Talks and discussions 
merely waste time. 


[Question] Mr Majles Speaker, we met with you about a 
year ago in this very office. The day before that His 
Holiness the Imam, at a gathering at Jamaran attended 
by the people, called upon the nation’s officials to 
observe unity of speech. He was worried that there could 
be a division among the nation’s leaders. The next day 
we asked you if the Imam’s call wasn’t an indication of 
division among the nation’s officials. You smiled and 
said: In Iran we have something to facilitate and sim- 
plify, and we call it the Imam’s line, and there is another 
process that includes the views of the economic and 
bazaar faction. You continued: Every group tries to get 
its views to prevail, and if their exchanges of views, talks, 
and debates are a form of struggle, it is not a struggle for 
power. Today we have come to see you after the elec- 
tions. The elections were carried out despite the rockets. 
I ask you, will we see direct reforms in the government, 
or will we see a system we could call conservative, and 
which group will become the spokesman of the views of 
the people and the government after the elections? 


[Answer] In my view, it is not yet very clear what the 
views will be of most of the deputies elected. To see what 
their differences will be, we must wait a few days for the 
new Majlis to be formed and some issue to be proposed. 
The votes of the deputies will then clarify the issue. A 
great many of those elected are unknown to me. In any 
case, I do not foresee any important changes in the third 
Majlis; I think that in the future we will have something 
resembling the second Majlis with minor differences. 


[Question] Your answer was very cautious and political. 
The imam said that those who have suffered and are in 
general oppressed people must have a representative in 
the Majles, and is hoping that there will be a change in 
the atmosphere of the Majles. If you deem it advisable, 
please discuss this matter further. 
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[Answer] In the past the Majles was just this way. We 
have not had a bill or project come up in the Majles in 
the interest of the deprived and the oppressed that was 
rejected. If we have had a problem, it was with regard to 
the Council of Guardians, which vetoed some of the 
enactments of the Majles. 


[Question] Mr Majles Speaker, in a conversation you 
had with a number of scholars and specialists who had 
come from Esfahan, you said: We hope that our defense 
will be strong enough that we will not be forced to use 
chemical weapons, but if this necessity is felt, Iran will 
not be responsible for the consequences. Addressing the 
hypocritical governments of the West and East, you said 
that Iran has never used chemical weapons, and that if it 
did use them, it has the courage to say so plainly. I ask 
you, does Iran have the will and the capability to respond 
in kind at any moment to a chemical attack? 


[Answer] We have the ability to produce in quantity, but 
it is our wish not to fill our warehouses. It is our hope 
never to make use of these substances, and it has not yet 
been necessary for us to produce them in quantity. 
However, our preparedness is such that in a short time 
we could have sufficient quantities of these dangerous 
substances. 


[Question] Mr Majlis Speaker, for eight years now, as 
you say yourself, you have had a hand in prosecuting the 
fighting of this imposed war. This war’s victims and 
losses in every area, economic and otherwise, have been 
enormous. You have said, if I have understood you 
correctly, that you will accept Resolution 598 if the 
aggressor in the war, meaning Saddam Hoseyn, leader of 
the Ba’thist regime, be designated as such, and since 
neither the. United Nations nor either of the two Western 
and Eastern superpowers have made such a decision, the 
war will continue to its end. It is possible that for the sake 
of a principle you will continue this imposed war for a 
long time, and there will be daily additions to the list of 
innocent victims and victims of Iraqi missiles striking 
the cities; there may even be the danger of another 
Halabcheh on a scale a thousand times greater. If the 
Iragis bombard Iranian cities with chemical rockets 
there will be a mass slaughter. I sincerely submit to you 
that i cannot see why Saddam Hoseyn cannot be for- 
given after eight years, if the idea of forgiveness exists in 
Shi’ ism, if it accepts forgiveness, and if there is a belief in 
forgiveness. 


[Answer] Concerning forgiveness, if we knew we had the 
right to forgive in that way, or even if this forgiveness 
would be in our interest, we would do so, but we believe 
that nothing will better serve the interests of the nations 
in our region than obtaining justice. We think that if this 
war ends with Saddam being forgiven, the region will not 
see true peace. The forgiveness will be followed by a a 
constant war of nerves, a cold war and an arms race. 
Consequently the superpowers will exact tolls from both 
of us and the nations in the area will take sides against 
one another. We think if we achieve justice and if the 
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aggressor is punished, Iran, Iraq and the entire area will 
attain lasting peace, just as occurred in Europe. What 
would have happened if the Nazis had remained in 
power after World War II? Wouldn’t we now have World 
War III? When Hitler was removed, Europe and the 
world were put at ease. If the great powers do not want to 
designate and punish the aggressor, we have this power 
and we will do it ourselves, although we would prefer to 
see this happen with fewer casualties. The day could 
come when we will despair and bring all our capabilities 
to bear. Of course on that day there will be tremendous 
losses in the area. 


Then the Majlis speaker told the Italian interviewer: I 
want to ask them a question. 


Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani: They said they have practically 
given up on the great Western nations designating Sad- 
dam as the aggressor. Don’t they really consider it 
somewhat unconscionable of the Western governments 
for not being prepared to acknowledge this truth, even 
though they know that Saddam started the war and is the 
aggressor and has violated international conventions at 
sea, in the air, on land and by striking cities, as well as by 
Causing the tragedy at Halabcheh? 


Italian correspondent: Mr Majlis Speaker, I sincerely 
submit to you that the two superpowers will never 
capitulate and officially recognize Saddam as the aggres- 
sor, and if you believe this, I must say that this is a 
gullible position, because the game of war and politics is 
very large, and the Arab nations are just as important 
and perhaps more important than Iran to the two super- 
power blocs. Therefore, they will never accuse him 
directly of being the aggressor. Thus, with all humility, as 
a reporter, I say here that this is not a useful way to reach 
an end to this affair. 


Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani: Aren’t you sorry that the ful- 
crum of power is in the hands of such people, who so 
unjustly deal with important historical events? 


Italian correspondent: Mr Majlis Speaker, I am not the 
president of a great power or the president of any 
country, I’m a newspaper reporter who sees reality. I 
obviously don’t have the power to judge, and clearly we 
want to achieve our rights. Not only you, and not only 
the developing nations, but many European nations as 
well want to escape the torment of these superpowers. 
History is full of instances of injustice, national upris- 
ings, and I am here talking to you, a great official in this 
nation, and I ask you this question. 


Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani: If we think the way you think 
and if everyone thinks this way, the world will have to 
despair of justice, and this is bitter. We do not think this 
way, we consider the nations powerful. You can see that 
Afghanistan was victorious. 
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Italian correspondent: I say this merely for the sake of 
argument, as the question of a newspaper journalist. It 
isn’t as if everyone thinks this way, that is, this is not my 
own view that I’m presenting. 


[Question] You said that Saddam is worse than Hitler 
because he has violated international law. There is a 
Christian saying, “Let him who is without sin cast the 
first stone.” You also occupied the American embassy 
and took hostages, and this was itself a kind of violation 
of international law. The issue is not one of forgiving 
Saddam, the question is whether or not it is possible to 
some extent to prevent the sacrifice of people and 
nations, especially the Iranian nation. You're a politi- 
cian, and we know that in politics there is another way, 
called compromise. Therefore, with the help and assis- 
tance of friendly countries, including Italy as a prime 
example, don’t you want to approach some form of 
compromise by accepting an idea or some kind of 
indirect negotiations in order to save the peace? 


[Answer] Concerning the American embassy in Iran, we 
have published the documents. The American embassy 
here had been converted to a center for spying and 
plotting against our revolution, and the documents have 
been published. At the same time they took the shah to 
America and gave him shelter, a criminal who had killed 
many people, fled to America and wasted so much of the 
national wealth. Our people knew that the shah was 
America’s own hand-picked agent; they were rightfully 
angered and reacted accordingly. Our revolution is truly 
populist, and it is difficult for us to act against the views 
of our people. When we satisfied our people, we resolved 
the matter without inflicting casualties on the Americans 
in Iran. Therefore, as the country’s leaders, we resolved 
the matter with expedience, and we did not allow blood- 
shed or anything else to occur. 


Concerning compromise, in answering the previous 
question I said that if we truly find that to be in our 
interest we will have to compromise. We accept this 
policy. I explained that this is not in our interest now. 
This compromise could turn out to be very costly for us, 
the region, and even the people of Iraq. We proposed a 
specific plan to the Security Council. We said that all of 
them should accept him as the aggressor, they must 
designate the Baghdad regime as the aggressor, and we 
would accept a cease fire until the responsible committee 
determines a punishment for the aggressor, and of course 
this is something that everyone accepts. This is our right, 
why don’t they do this? 


[Question] I thank you very much. Here I will mention 
Khomeini’s remark, “neither East nor West, but Islam.” 
I say neither East nor West, but peace. If I’m not 
mistaken, the word “Islam” is derived from “salam,” 
meaning “peace,” and I hope that the peace of God will 
be with you. 


[Answer] But true peace, not superficial peace. 











JPRS-NEA-88-044 
22. June 1988 


[Question] Mr Rafsanjani, we’ve just spoken about the 
matter of the American embassy. History moves on. Mr 
Reagan has called the Soviet Union the evil empire, and 
you consider Reagan even worse and you accuse him of 
this. Under what conditions will Iran’s relations with 
America improve? 


[Answer] In addition to being responsible for the oppres- 
sion under the shah’s regime in Iran, America was also 
hostile towards us after the revolution. I have said 
repeatedly that the first step America must take to 
improve its relations with us is to put aside its hostile 
attitude. We should understand that America is not 
hostile towards the Islamic revolution; if this occurs, the 
way will be open for many things. (It is necessary to note 
that this interview took place before America’s direct 
intervention in the Persian Gulf.) 


[Question] Could you inform us of the source and origin 
of Irangate? 


[Answer] We have said everything clearly. 


[Question] Wasn’t this an event with two sides, an 
American side and an Iranian side? 


[Answer] The Americans themselves should answer as to 
what their objectives were; we were seeking to meet our 
need for arms. We met some people who were willing to 
sell us the arms we needed, and we bought them. 


[Question] One day we will know the truth, but the true 
drama is the same drama that Iran is living now. It is the 
drama of war; your war is also a religious war, and 
volunteers and members of the mobilization are fighting 
for martyrdom. If this war continues in the same way, 
sec it end at the cost of more casualties and more 
ives? 


[Answer] Of course it is not true that they are fighting for 
martyrdom. They are fighting for their rights. They also 
accept martyrdom. Of course, as long as there is a war 
there will be casualties, and we hope to be abie to end the 
war soon. 


[Question] Mr Hashemi Rafsanjani, both abroad and 
within Iran you have come to be known as a very wise, 
intelligent, and skilled person who believes in principles. 
Isn’t it true that this land of ours has seen much 
bloodshed, and that if this war continues this blood price 
will continue to be paid? 


[Answer] I explained that if this war ends in this way, we 
will see more bloodshed later on. The controversy that 
would remain would have very dangerous effects, and 
whenever the Ba’th party came to power again, this war 
would certainly begin anew; it would be the same situa- 
tion that exists now between Israel and the Arabs. 
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[Question] I will now ask questions about recent issues. 
The Iranian government’s declared position is com- 
pletely opposed to the Geneva Convention. There are 
two million Afghan refugees in your country. Reagan has 
also announced that if necessary they will support the 
Afghan mojahedin. Therefore, on this point your coun- 
try and the United States have a shared point of view. 


[Answer] There is also a point of divergence in this 
unified point of view. We say that the people of Afghan- 
istan must decide their own fate. The objection we have 
expressed here is that the people of Afghanistan are not 
involved in this agreement. If these people sign this 
agreement one day, we will not object and we will go 
along. On whose behalf has America signed this agree- 
ment? 


[Question] America played the role of a guarantor with 
regard to this agreement; the Soviet Union has likewise 
adopted the role of a guarantor. Iran could also play the 
role of a guarantor for the people of Afghanistan. 


[Answer] Guarantor on behalf of the people of Afghani- 
Stan? 


[Question] Iran can promise security for the people and 
the nation of Afghanistan. 


[Answer] They have given us no such right to act act as 
guarantor for them. I’m talking about the people of 
Afghanistan; we consider interference in the affairs of 
others a form of oppression. 


[Question] The moment that this interview with you is 
broadcast, the people will ask themselves a brief ques- 
tion: Why are the people of Iran so inflexible? Is inflex- 
ibility what is meant by the full observance of justice? 


[Answer] We do not think that one should bargain on 
principles. Humanity suffers when it tramples its princi- 
ples for the sake of material considerations. We are 
prepared to show flexibility in many instances, if our 
principles are not sacrificed. For example, we do not 
allow ourselves to be the guardian of the people of 
Afghanistan. These guardians who have seen themselves 
as the guardians of other countries have done great harm 
to the world. This should not be called inflexibility and 
stubbornness. 
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Non-Oil Exports Reached 995 Million Dollars 
46400124 Tehran ETTELA’AT in Persian 
28 Mar 88 p 11 


[Text] Economic service. With the export of more than | 
million tons of non-oil goods in the 1! months of 1366 
[21 March 1987-19 February 1988], the amount of 
foreign currency obtained from the export of these goods 
reached $995 million. 
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The Iranian customs public relations office announced 
the above statement and announced the statistics of the 
exported non-oil goods as follows: 


In the 11 months of 1366 [1987/88] mentioned above, 
about 1,059,000 tons of non-oil goods, valued at 70,670 
million rials (equivalent to $995 million), were exported 
to other countries, which, compared to a similar period 
in 1365 [21 March 1986-19 February 1987], indicates an 
increase of 87.3 percent in weight and 15.9 percent in 
value. 


Several major export items are as follows, arranged in 
order of importance: Handwoven carpets, pistachio 
nuts, shelled pistachio nuts, and various kinds of animal 
hides, which made up about 67.36 percent of the total 
value of the exports. The increase in weight of the 
exports is the result of the export of large amounts of 
sulphur, 138,000 tons in weight, which makes up 13.04 
percent of the total weight of the exports, as well as fresh 
fruits and vegetables, at 214,000 tons, which makes up 
20.24 percent of the total weight of the exports. 


Likewise, mineral and metal clods weighing 132,000 
tons, and stone and construction materials weighing 
124,000 tons made up 12.5 and 11.96 percent respec- 
tively of the total exports during the above mentioned 


About 10,800 tons of handwoven woolen carpets, valued 
at 30,264 million rials, were exported during the above 
11 months of 1366 [1987/88], which marked an increase 
of 49.8 percent in weight and 16.35 percent in value over 


a comparable period the previous year. 


The export of pistachio nuts and shelled pistachio nuts, 
weighing 52,100 tons and valued at 12,391 million rials, 
marked an increased of about 93.63 percent in weight 
and 70.67 percent in value over a comparable period in 
the previous year, which was about 26,900 tons in weight 
and valued at 7,277 million rials. 


The export of various kinds of animal hides, 12,180 tons 
in weight and valued at 5,666 million rials, in spite of a 
24.48 percent decrease in weight compared to a similar 
period in 1365 [1986/87], increased by 46.47 percent in 
value, as a result of the high quality and increased value 
of Iranian animal hides exported in the world markets. 


Exports of Stone and Construction Materials 


During the period under study, about 124,000 tons of 
stone and construction materials, valued at 255 million 
rials, were exported, an increase of 393 percent in weight 
and 24.13 percent in value compared to 1365 [1986/87]. 
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The export of chromite in the 11 months of 1366 
[1987/88] consisted of about 26,000 tons, valued at 175 
million rials, which was an increase of about 108 percent 
in weight compared to the previous year. Ferrous oxide, 
1,000 tons in weight and 31 million rials in value, was 
also among the exports. 


Export of Tricot and Knit Fabrics 


The export of tricot and ready-made knit fabrics as well 
as various kinds of yarn and woolen and cotton fabrics, 
at 1,155 tons in weight and 821.88 million rials in value, 
increased 269.6 percent in weight and 156.1 percent in 
value for tricot and knit fabrics, and increased 277.7 
percent in weight and decreased 19 percent in value for 
cotton fabrics, compared to a similar period in 1365 
[1986/87]. 


The level of export of woolen fabrics was 76 tons, valued 
at 8,436,000 rials. These goods were not exported last 
year. 


Export of Marine Products 


During the same period, the export of marine products— 
caviar; fresh, frozen and smoked fish; and various kinds 
of shrimp—amounted to 560 tons in weight and 2,241 
million rials in value, of which caviar increased by 145 
tons in weight, or 64.77 percent, and 1,652 million rials 
in value, or 94.69 percent. 


And the export of fresh, frozen and smoked fish, at 403 
tons in weight and 587 million rials in value, increased 
by 34.3 percent in weight and 425 percent in value 
compared to a similar period in 1365 [1986/87], which 
involved 300 tons in weight and 111.7 million rials in 
value. 


Among the other exported goods in the above | 1 months 
of this year were pharmaceutical and industrial goods at 
5,780 tons in weight and 611.8 million rials in value, 
including storax, at 1,480 tons in weight and 256 million 
rials in value, and licorice extract, at 866 tons in weight 
and 90 million rials in value, which increased by 76.01 
percent in weight and 8.95 percent in value compared to 
a similar period in 1365 [1986/87]. 


Export of Minerals 


During the 11 months of 1366 [1987/88], goods such as 
minerals and sea salt, at 15,160 tons in weight and 7.58 
million rials in value, and various kinds of tragacanth, at 
900 tons in weight and 183 million rials in value, were 
also exported. 


Also exported were 33,000 tons of raisins, black and 
green, valued at 1,467 million rials, and 2,520 tons of 
dried apricots and peaches, valued at 203 million rials. 
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The export of electrical equipment and vehicles and their 
parts, at 670 tons in weight and 244 million rials in 
value, increased significantly compared to a similar 
period the previous year. 

It should be noted that of all the exports during the above 


11 months of this year, about 68.51 percent of the weight 
were transported by sea. In this area, the Bandar ‘Abbas 
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Port, from which about 62.7 of the weight of all exports 
were made, has been the most active of Iranian customs 
in terms of exports. High-priced exported from the 
customs of southern Tehran, Mehrabad and Kerman 
make up 39.68 percent, 17.67 percent and 17.53 percent, 
respectively. 
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